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I 9 {" AANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURGH

HOLY COMMUNION
OCTOBER 18, 2026
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, ““Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture readings
and pray: Direct and control us, O Lord, always and everywhere with heav-
enly light; that we may both discern with clear vision and sharewith
worthy effect the Mystery which Y ou have willed usto partake; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

CHILDREN of all ages are welcome! The Children’s Library is availa-
bleif a child needs a break during the service.

L ISTENING DEVICES for the hearing impaired are available at the
sound board (in the back of the sanctuary).

INTRODUCTION When the Phariseestry to trap Jesus, He tells them
to give the emperor what belongs to himand to God what belongs to God.
When we gather for worship we are giving God what is His, remembering
that our ultimate allegianceisto God rather than to any earthly authority.
Created in God’s image, we offer our entire selves for the sake of the world.



COMMEMORATION St Luke, the evangelist, is the author of
both Luke and Acts. Some of the most loved parables, including the good
Samaritan and the prodigal son, are found only in this Gospel. Some of
the church’s most beautiful songs come from Luke: the Benedictus sung at
morning prayer, the Magnificat sung at evening prayer, and the Nunc
dimittis sung at the close of the day. These songs are power ful witnhesses to
the message of Jesus Christ. Paul calls Luke the ““beloved physician,”” and
some congregations use today, the day of S. Luke, to remember and pray
for those in healing professions.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”” (Maj # 47 - favorite)
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I Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the mom - ing our song shall rise 1o thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y  sea;
though the eye of sin -ful man thy glo - ry may not see,
All  thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -y, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a - phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side thee,
Ho-ly, ho-ly. ho - ly mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three Per - sons, bless -ed Trin - i - ty!
who  wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’T, in love and pu - ©n - ty
God in three Per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826. alt.  Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 18231876
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| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy

Spirit. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

P:

and from Whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love Y ou and worthily magnify Y our holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: AMEN.

If we say we have no sin, we decelve ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God Who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. Let usconfessour sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

(Please knedl. Slenceiskept for reflection and personal confession.)

Most merciful God, C: Weconfessthat wearein
bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved Y ou with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighborsas ourselves. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.
AMEN.

In the mercy of amighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. Asacalled

and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His au-
thority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of al
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 4F Son, and of the

Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Pleaserise)
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the

Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God” (WoV p 29)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let uspray together: C: Almighty and everlasting
God, in Christ You haverevealed Your glory among the
nations. Preservetheworksof Your mercy, that Your
Church throughout the world may per severe with
steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through
Your Son, JesusChrist our Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING...Psalm 99 (congregation: indented)
The LORD reigns, let the nations trembl e;
He sits enthroned between the cherubim,
let the earth shake.
Great isthe LORD in Zion;
Heisexalted over all the nations.
L et them praise Y our great and awesome name—

Heishaly.
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The King is mighty, He loves justice—Y ou have established equity;
in Jacob You have donewhat isjust and right.
Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His footstool;
Heishaly.
Moses and Aaron were among His priests,
Samuel was among those who called on His name;
they called on the LORD and He answered them.
He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud;
they kept His statutes and the decrees He gave them.
O LORD our God, You answered them;
Y ou wereto Israel aforgiving God,
though You punished their misdeeds.
Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His holy mountain,
for the LORD our God isholy.

PRAISE SONG (Pleasesit.) “Great Are You, Lord”
(FC - requested favorite - Steve & Vikki Cook)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

FIRST LESSON......Exodus 32:35—33:5b, 12-23...........p. 140
P: Word of God, Word of Life.

SECOND L ESSON....1 Thessalonians 1:1-10...............p. 1837
P. Word of God, Word of Life.

COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (When children are present.)

P: We will dismiss for Children’s Church after the Gospel reading.
L et us pray the Collect for Children together: C: Lord, we lift
up to You the children of our church, asking for Your
protection, guidance, and blessing over their lives. May
they grow in faith, wisdom, and love, finding their iden-
tity in You and walking in the purpose You have for
them. Surround them with Your grace, strengthen
their families, and raise them to belightsin thisworld
for Your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me™ v. 1 (SBH # 379 2nd tune - favorite)
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778  Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22" Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ........ Matthew 22:15-33.......coveeeeeeeeeeenn, p. 1535
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse4 1

(Please be seated. Young children may go to Children’s Church.

SERMON  (See space for sermon notes in Announcements insert.)
“The Exodus, Part IX: God’s Glory Revealed to Moses™
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)
“He Hideth My Soul” (Maj # 428 - favorite)
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: HE HIDETH MY SOUL, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921
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NICENE CREED

We believein one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believein oneLord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternal-
ly begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through Him all thingswere made. For usand for our salvation He
came down from heaven; wasincarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified un-
der Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and wasburied. On thethird
day Herose again in accordance with the scriptures;, He ascended
Into heaven and is seated at theright hand of the Father. He will
comeagain in glory to judge theliving and the dead, and Hisking-
dom will have no end.

We believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the
Son iswor shipped and glorified, Who has spoken through the proph-
ets. Webelievein oneholy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for theforgivenessof sins. Welook for the
resurrection of the dead, and thelife of theworld to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel asyou are able)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING We no longer passthe plate, but your offerings are very

much needed. Please place your offering and your Communication Card in
the Offering Plate at the back of the center aide. Thank You!

WE RECEIVE THE COVENANT MEAL

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pleaserise)
: The LORD bewithyou. C: And alsowith you.
Lift up your hearts. C:. Welift them tothe LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

. Itisright to give our thanksand praise.
It isindeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at al times and
in all places offer thanks and praiseto You, O Lord, Holy Father,
through Christ our Lord; Who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of ever-
lasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

10
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“Holy Is the Lord” (Maj # 70)
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WORDS: Para. Isaiah 6:3 HOLY IS THE LORD
MUSIC: Franz Schubert {1797-1828) 6.5.6.5.D.

PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P. Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
Your glory. Ingreat love You sent to us Jesus, Your Son, Who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, Who preached good
news to the poor, and Who, on the cross, opened Hisarmsto all.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and eat; thisis My body, given for you. Do
this in remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup; gave thanks, and gave
it for al to drink, saying: this cup isthe new covenant in

My blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do thisfor the remembrance of Me.
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Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await His coming in glory. Pour out Your Holy Spirit, that

by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with
all Your peoplein the body of Y our Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) (please be seated after “Amen”)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

(The congregation may bow in reverence and wonder
at thereal presence of Christ in the Eucharist.)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION All who are baptized and

trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may partake. Pleasefill out a
communication card and put it in the offering plate. For a gluten-free
rice wafer say “Rice.” Grape juice is in the pre-filled glasses. Those not
ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WoV p39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung until all have received.)
1. “Jesus Loves Me!” (ELW# 595 - favorite)
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Text: Anna B, Warner, 1820-1915, alt. Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B, Bradbury, 1 816-1868
2. “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” (Maj # 540 - favorite)
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thine. Touch me and heal me, Sav -ior  di - vine.
see Christ on - Iy, al - ways, liv-ing in me.

Text: Adelaide A. Pollard, 1862-1934  Music: ADELAIDE, George C, Stebbins, 18461045
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Pleaserise)

L: Let us pray together: C: Almighty God, You provide
thetrue bread from heaven, Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that wewho havereceved the sacrament
of Hisbody and blood may abidein Him, and Hein us,
that we may befilled with the power of Hisendlesslife,
now and forever. AMEN.

BLESSING

P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make Hisface
shine on you and be graciousto you. The Lord ook upon you
with favor and 5+ give you peace.

Danish
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SENDING HYMN
“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” (Maj # 15) -

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!

POSTLUDE

PRAYER CARE (8:30) If youwould like prayer about any-
thing, you can come to the altar rail after the service and a prayer
care volunteer will pray with you.

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyoneisinvit-
ed to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Shacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place. You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY::

Ftoly Cross, to the Glory of God
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OCTOBER 18, 2026
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SERVANTSOF THE LORD TODAY
GREETER: 8:30-Sharon Wagner | 11:00-Irene Graham
SOUND: 8:30-Rich Stein | 11:00-Volunteers needed
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-Jonah Kincaid
SONG LEADER: Nancy Cook
LITURGIST/COMMUNION: 8:30-Seth Miller | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30-Patty Werley | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler
USHER: 8:30-Jan Stryker | 11:00-Sharon Branigan
ALTAR GUILD: Jan Stryker, Carol Royer
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker, Karen Brown
SEXTON: Volunteers needed
PHONETREE: Stephen Zeiner
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Stephen Zeiner
PRAYER CARE: 8:30-Pat Gilbert | 11:00-Volunteer needed
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2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office/Pastor (610) 867-6231 t Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Holycrosspastor@rcn.com f Preschool (610) 867-9735
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Organist T Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton 1 Karen Steiner, Pre-school
Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.
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