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HOLY COMMUNION

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

BLESSING OF VOCATIONS

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture readings
and pray: Direct and control us, O Lord, always and everywhere with heav-
enly light; that we may both discern with clear vision and share effec-
tively the Mystery which You have willed usto partake: Jesus Christ
our Lord. AMEN.

WELCOME CHILDREN! weareglad you are here, no matter

what your age. The Children’s Library is available if a child needs a break
during the service.

L ISTENING DEVICES for those who are hearing impaired, see the
Sound Board operator if you’d like an amplification device.

INTRODUCTION Lifein community isa precious thing, but it easily
breaks down if rumors and idle talk are given free rein. In today’s Gospel,
Jesus prescribes a way for dealing with conflict in community life, a proce-
dure reflected in many congregations’ constitutions. The intent of church
disciplineisto restore people to community life. May all who come to hear
and to taste the presence of Christ in Word and Sacrament today also find
communities that seek to understand one another in truth and in love.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION



GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” (LBW# 269)
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 Music; MORNING HYMN, Frangois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808

NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross))
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 4k one God, the Source of life, the
Word of salvation, the Spirit of mercy. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:. Let us confess our sinsto God, Who is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

(Please kneel. Slenceiskept for reflection.)

P: God of compassion, C: We confessthat we have neglected
Your commandments and have sinned against You in
our thoughts, in our wordsand in our deeds. Forgive
our sins, Merciful God, those known and unknown,
things done and left undone. Make our heartsburn with
love for You and thosein need, so that our lives may wit-
nessto Your never-failing love. AMEN.

P: Brothers and sisters, buried with 4k Christ by baptism into His
death, your sins are forgiven. The death Christ died, He died to
sin, once for al; but the life He lives, Helives to God. So you
also, by the power of the Holy Spirit, are dead to sin and alive to

God in Christ Jesus. C: AMEN.
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GREETING (Pleaserise)

P. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! Let the heavens
rgjoice and the earth be glad. May the God who created the
world and fills it with life be with you all.

C: And also with you!
WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

HYMN OF PRAISE

“You Are Mine” (ELW# 581 - David Haas)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let uspray together: C:. O Lord God, enliven and pre-
serve Your church with Your perpetual mercy. With-
out Your help, we mortalswill fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead ustoward all that
giveslife and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING...Psalm 149 (congregation: indented)
Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD anew song,
His praisein the assembly of the saints.
Let Israel rgoicein their Maker;
let the people of Zion beglad in their King.
Let them praise His name with dancing
and make music to Him with tambourine and harp.
For the LORD takes delight in His people;
He crownsthe humble with salvation.
L et the saints rejoice in this honor
and sing for joy on their beds.
May the praise of God bein their mouths
and a double-edged sword in their hands,
to inflict vengeance on the nations
and punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters,
their nobleswith shacklesof iron,
to carry out the sentence written against them.
Thisistheglory of all Hissaints. Praisethe LORD.

GLORIA PATRI (Music: Henry W. Greatorex)

Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son andto the Ho-ly Ghost, As it was in
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

(Please sit.)

FIRST LESSON......Exodus 12:1-14............ Pew Bible p. 104
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.
SECOND L ESSON......Romans 13:1-10..........c........ p. 1764

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (When children are present.)

P: We will dismiss for Children’s Church after the Gospel reading.
Let us pray the Collect for Children together: C: Lord, welift
up to You the children of our church, asking for Y our
protection, guidance, and blessings over their lives.
May they grow in faith, wisdom, and love, finding their
identity in You and walking in the purpose You have
for them. Surround them with Your grace, strengthen
their families, and raisethem to belightsin thisworld
for Your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”” verse 1 (ELW# 430)
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Text: Charles Wesley, | 7071788, alt. Music: LAUS REGIS. William E. Fischer. 1849-1936

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18" Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ........ Matthew 18:1-20.........ccevvvneeeeeennne.s p. 1526
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

(Young children may go to Children’s Church.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse3 1



(Please be seated. See space for sermon notes in Announcements insert.)
SERMON “The Exodus - Part I11: the Passover”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise) “Redeemed” (Maj # 663)
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Re - deemed, re - deemed, Re-deemed by the blood of the Lamb;

Redeemed, redeemed,
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NICENE CREED

We believein one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believein oneLord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through Him all thingswere made. For usand
for our salvation He came down from heaven; wasincarnate of
the Holy Spirit and thevirgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake Hewas crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
death and wasburied. On thethird day Herose again in accord-
ance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated
at theright hand of the Father. Hewill comeagain in glory to
judgetheliving and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father
and the Son iswor shipped and glorified, Who has spoken
through the prophets. We believein one holy catholic and apos-
tolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for giveness of
sins. Welook for theresurrection of the dead, and thelife of the
world to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel asyou are able)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are very
much needed. Please place your offering and your Communication Card
in the Offering Plate at the back of the center aisle. Thank You!

WE RECEIVE THE COVENANT MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pleaserise)
: The LORD bewithyou. C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. C: Welift them tothe LORD.
L et us give thanks to the Lord our God.

. Itisright to give our thanksand praise.
It isindeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy Fa-
ther, through Christ our Lord; Who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise Y our name and join their unending
hymn: “Alleluia” (Michael W, Smith) -
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Inthe night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and eat; thisis My body, given for you. Do thisin
remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup; gave thanks, and gave it
for al to drink, saying: thiscup isthe new covenant in My
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of Me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) (please be seated after “Amen”)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.
(The congregation may bow in reverence and wonder

at the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION All whoare baptized and
trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may partake. Pleasefill out a
communication card and put it in the offering plate. For a gluten-free
rice wafer say “Rice.” Grape juice is in the pre-filled glasses. Those not
ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WoV p39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung until all have received.)
1. “There’s Power in the Blood” (Maj # 251 - favorite - Lewis E. Jones)
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2. “Lord, Be Glorified” (ELW # 744 - favorite - Bob Kilpatrick)
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2 In my song, Lord, be glo-ri- fied, be glo-ri- fied;
3 In your church, Lord, be glo-ri-fied, be glo-ri- fied:
4 In your world, Lord, be glo-ri-fied, be glo-ri-fied;
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in my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in my song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your church. Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Pleaserise)

L: Let uspray together:

C: O God, our provider, You nourish uswith holy food
and drink, and Y ou open our heartsto the needs of oth-
ers. Refresh uswith Your Spirit, that our words and
deeds may proclaim Your creative and life-giving
Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

AFFIRMATION OF VOCATIONS (Pleasesit))

P: Dear Christian friends. Baptized into the priesthood of Christ,
we are called by the Holy Spirit to offer ourselves to the God of
all creation in thanksgiving for what He has done and continues
to dofor us. Itisour privilege to affirm those who are endeav-
oring to carry out their vocation as Christians in the world.

Those who are employed or looking for employment are invited to stand
in place to receive the Lord’s blessing as Christians in the workplace.

P: Having determined to live out your faith through your work, in
the place of your employment, will you endeavor to pattern
your life and service after our Lord Jesus?

R: Yes, with the help of God.

P: Will you, to the best of your ability, daily pray and seek the as-
sistance of God’s Spirit to help you to be faithful to serve in the
market place according to God’s will for you in Christ’s name?

R: I will, and | ask the Holy Spirit to help me be faithful.

P. May you serve the Lamb well and bring glory to His name!
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R: AMEN.

BLESSING

P. God givesrest to all who are weary and carrili ng heavy burdens.
Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the 5= Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you, this day and forevermore.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (ELW# 759 - favorite)
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I My  faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va- ry.

2 May thy rich grace im - part  strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a  liv - ing fire!
lears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed  soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 18081887 Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyoneisinvit-
ed to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Shacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place. You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY':

oty Cuoss, to e Glary of God



SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SERVANTSOF THE LORD TODAY
GREETER: 8:30-Diane Hahn | 11:00-Eileen Dunn
SOUND: 8:30-Rich Stein | 11:00-Karen Brown
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-Jonah Kincaid
SONG LEADER: Nancy Cook
LITURGIST/COMMUNION: 8:30-Patty Werley | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30-Penny Miller | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler
USHER: 8:30-]Jan Stryker | 11:00-Irene Graham
ALTAR GUILD: Alyce Stein, Patty Werley
GRASS CUTTERS (9/1-5): Lyn Stryker, Jonah Kincaid, Bob Kincaid
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker & Karen Brown
SEXTON: Volunteers needed
PHONETREE: Stephen Zeiner
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Stephen Zeiner

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch

k4 a congregation of the

NORTH AMERICAN A =
CRE&23  LUTHERAN(:

- CHURCH \yp

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office/Pastor (610) 867-6231 t Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Holycrosspastor@rcn.com f Preschool (610) 867-9735
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Organist T Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton 1 Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechdler, Bookkeeper T  Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.
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