
Full Service Bullet in

HOLY COMMUNION
JUNE 21, 2026

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HONORING FATHERS AND GRADUATES

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture read-
ings and pray: Direct and control us, O Lord, always and everywhere with
heavenly light; that we may both discern with clear vision and share
with worthy effect the Mystery which You have willed us to partake;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

CHILDREN of all ages are welcome!  The Children’s Library is availa-
ble if a child needs a break during the service.

LISTENING DEVICES for the hearing impaired are available at
the sound board (in the back of the sanctuary).

INTRODUCTION Jeremiah, like many prophets, knew the frustration
of having his words rejected.  Jesus declares that His words may not bring
peace, but division.  As we take stands for the sake of justice and lose our
lives for the sake of others, we need not be afraid: the hairs of our head are
counted.  In baptism we are buried with Christ that we may walk in newness
of life, marked with the cross of Christ forever.
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COMMEMORATION Onesimos Nesib (1855–1931), translator and
evangelist, was born in Ethiopia.  He was captured by slave traders and
taken from his Galla homeland to Eritrea, where he was bought, freed, and
educated by Swedish missionaries.  He translated the Bible into Galla and
with difficulty returned to his homeland to preach the gospel there.  His
tombstone includes the verse from Jeremiah 22:20, “O land, land, land,
hear the Word of the Lord!”  As we support mission work through our be-
nevolence, let the commemoration of Nesib encourage us.
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WELCOME AND MEDITATION

(Please rise.)

GATHERING HYMN “This Is My Father’s World”
← (Maj #73  favorite  Text: Maltbie D. Babcock; Tune: Franklin L. Sheppard)

INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ╬ one God, the Source of life, the

Word of salvation, the Spirit of mercy. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please kneel.)
P:  Let us confess our sins to God, Who is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

PSALM OF CONFESSION…Psalm 69:56
(congregation reads indented)

You know my folly, O God;
my guilt is not hidden from You.

May those who hope in You
not be disgraced because of me,

O Lord, the LORD Almighty; may those who seek You
not be put to shame because of me, O God of Israel.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

P:  God of compassion, C: We confess that we have neglected
Your commandments and have sinned against You in
our thoughts, in our words and in our deeds.  Forgive
our sins, Merciful God, those known and unknown,
things done and left undone.  Make our hearts burn
with love for You and those in need, so that our lives
may witness to Your neverfailing love. AMEN.

P:  Brothers and sisters, buried with ╬ Christ by baptism into His
death, your sins are forgiven.  The death Christ died, He died to
sin, once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God.  So you
also, by the power of the Holy Spirit, are dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus. C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P:  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  Let the heavens re-

joice and the earth be glad.  The God who created the world and
fills it with life be with you all. C:  And also with you.
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WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Let the Whole Creation Cry”
(ELW # 876  Text: Stopford A. Brooke; Tune: Jakob Hintze)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: Teach us, good Lord, to serve

You as You deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that
of knowing that we do Your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING…Psalm 69:14, 718
(congregation reads indented)

Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.
I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold.

I have come into the deep waters;
the floods engulf me.
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I am worn out calling for help; my throat is parched.
My eyes fail, looking for my God.

Those who hate me without reason
outnumber the hairs of my head;

many are my enemies without cause,
those who seek to destroy me.

I am forced to restore
what I did not steal.

For I endure scorn for Your sake,
and shame covers my face.

I am a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to my own mother’s sons;

for zeal for Your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who insult You fall on me.

When I weep and fast, I must endure scorn;
when I put on sackcloth, people make sport of me.

Those who sit at the gate mock me,
and I am the song of the drunkards.

But I pray to You, O LORD, in the time of Your favor;
in Your great love, O God,
answer me with Your sure salvation.

Rescue me from the mire, do not let me sink;
deliver me from those who hate me,
from the deep waters.

Do not let the floodwaters engulf me
or the depths swallow me up
or the pit close its mouth over me.

Answer me, O LORD, out of the goodness of Your love;
in Your great mercy turn to me.

Do not hide Your face from Your servant;
answer me quickly, for I am in trouble.

Come near and rescue me;
redeem me because of my foes.

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.) “How Firm a Foundation”
(Maj # 342  favorite) →
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

FIRST LESSON ..…....Jeremiah 20:713……….……....p. 1205
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON…..Romans 6:111………………….p. 1754
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (When children are present.)
P:  We will dismiss for Children’s Church after the Gospel reading.

Let us pray the Collect for Children together: C: Lord, we lift
up to you the children of our church, asking for Your
protection, guidance, and blessings over their lives.
May they grow in faith, wisdom, and love, finding their
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identity in You and walking in the purpose You have
for them.  Surround them with Your grace, strengthen
their families, and raise them to be lights in this world
for Your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”  verse 1 (ELW # 802 abridged)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Matthew 10:2439………..……….……….Pg. 1511
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
(Young children may go to Children’s Church.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 2 ↑
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(Please be seated.  See space for sermon notes in Announcements insert.)

SERMON “Set Free To Take Up Our Cross: Part I”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.) “Take Up Your Cross”
(ELW # 667  Text: Charles W. Everest; Tune: William Knapp)

SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part III. The Lord’s Prayer:
L:  To Whom do we address the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer?
C: “Our Father who art in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9)
L:  What does this mean?
C: God would thereby tenderly urge us to believe that He

is our true Father, and that we are His true children, so
that we may ask Him confidently with all assurance, as
dear children ask their dear father.
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L:  What is The First Petition?
C: “Hallowed be Thy name.” (Matthew 6:9)
L:  What does this mean?
C: God’s name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this

petition that it may become holy among us also.

(Please sit.  All who are not fathers, please stand to sing in honor of
all fathers.  Fathers, please rise for the last verse and sing along.)

FATHER’S DAY HYMN “Rise Up, O Men of God!”
(Maj # 389  favorite  Text: William P. Merrill; Tune: William H. Walter)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel as you are able.)

(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are
needed more than ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center
aisle.  Please place your offering and your Communication Card there
as you come in or go out.  Thank You!
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WE RECEIVE THE COVENANT MEAL
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)

P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, Holy
Father, through Christ our Lord; Who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their un-
ending hymn: “Alleluia” (Michael W. Smith)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do this in
remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup; gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying:  this cup is the new covenant in My
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of Me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)  (please be seated after “Amen”)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

(The congregation may bow in reverence and wonder
at the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION All who are baptized and
trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may partake.  Please fill out a
communication card and put it in the offering plate.  For a glutenfree
rice wafer say “Rice.”  Grape juice is in the prefilled glasses.  Those not
ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung until all have received.)
1. “Find Us Faithful!” (Jon Mohr  Steve Green on cd  All sing the chorus.)

We’re pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road,
and those who’ve gone before us line the way.

cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary,
their lives a stirring testament to God’s sustaining grace.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us run the race not only for the prize,

but as those who’ve gone before us.
let us leave to those behind us,

the heritage of faithfulness
passed on thru godly lives. Chorus:
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After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone,
and our children sift thru all we’ve left behind,

may the clues that they discover,
and the mem’ries they uncover,

become the light that leads them,
to the road we each must find. Chorus

2. “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Maj # 419  favorite)

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.)
L:  Let us pray together: C:  O God, our provider, You

nourish us with holy food and drink, and You open our
hearts to the needs of others.  Refresh us with Your
Spirit, that our words and deeds may proclaim Your
creative and lifegiving Word, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.
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(Graduates raise their hands and are congratulated with applause.)

BLESSING OF GRADUATES (If any are present.)

P:  God of wisdom, we thank You for those who teach and those
who learn.  Bless those who have now completed this stage of
their education. Be with them as they embark on the next stage
of life’s journey and grant many opportunities for sound learn-
ing, new discoveries, and the pursuit of wisdom. May all their
questions bring them ever closer to You, the source of all truth,
Jesus Christ our Lord. C: AMEN.

BLESSING
P: God gives rest to all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens.

Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the ╬ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you, this day and forevermore.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
(Maj # 36  favorite) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyone is invit-
ed to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Snacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place.  You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
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SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK

Cover Art: The Creative Cubby, 2012.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017
Office/Pastor (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com

Holycrosspastor@rcn.com    †   Preschool (610) 8679735
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Organist †    Karen Brown, Secretary00000
Volunteers Needed, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Bookkeeper †     Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 11:00 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


