HAPPY, /

PRAISE SERVICE
MAY 10, 2026
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MOTHER’S DAY & ROGATE SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, ““Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture readings
and pray: God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, heartsto
love You, and voicesto sing Your praise. Fill uswith Your Spirit, that
we may celebrate Your glory and worship You in spirit and truth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

CHILDREN of all ages are welcome! The Children’s Library is availa-
bleif a child needs a break during the service.

L ISTENING DEVICES for the hearing impaired are available at the
sound board (in the back of the sanctuary).

| NTRODUCTION Jesus does not leave His followers orphaned.
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus abides with His disciples of every generation.
As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that Christ dwellsin usasthe
Spirit, the Truth. In yielding our lives to the Spirit we experience God’s love
and are transformed to be the body of the risen Christ, carrying out Hisre-
demption of the world.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Come, Thou Almighty King” (Maj # 3 - favorite) —



ITALIAN HYMN
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| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, 4F Son, and Holy Spirit, one
God, Who calls us beloved children, Who gathers us into one
flock, Who guides usinto all truth.

C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: If we clam to be to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth isnot in us. Let us confess our sins, for God is faithful and
just and will forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness.

(Please kneel. Slenceiskept for reflection.)

P: Faithful and just God, C. weconfessour sin. Weare
captiveto doubt and fear, bound by the ways of dark-
nessthat lead to death. We confessour failureto live
fully the good news of theresurrection. We have not
loved Y ou with our whole heart; we have not loved one
another as You haveloved us. Forgive us, God of mer-
cy. Let Your Holy Spirit work in usto change our lives
and make us new; that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways, and know the abundant life givenin
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN.

P. Thisislove, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. In the name of 4F
Jesus Christ, | announce to you that your sins are forgiven. Let
the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and in-
spireyou to live for others.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Pleaserise)

P. Alleluial Christisrisen.

C: Christisrisen indeed. Alleluia!

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:6,11)

PRAISE SONG “Eternal God, Before Your Throne”™
(LBW# 354 - Text: Ernest E. Ryken; Tune: Carl W. Landahl)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray together: C: Almighty and ever-living
God, You hold together all thingsin heaven and on
earth. In Your great mercy receivethe prayersof all
Your children, and giveto all theworld the Spirit of
Your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, Who livesand reignswith You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 66:8-20

(congregation reads indented)
Praise our God, O peoples,
let the sound of Hispraise be heard;
He has preserved our lives
and kept our feet from dlipping.
For You, O God, tested us;
You refined uslike silver.
Y ou brought us into prison
and laid burdens on our backs.
Y ou let men ride over our heads, we went through fire and water,
but You brought usto a place of abundance.
| will come to Y our temple with burnt offerings
and fulfill my vowsto You—
vows my lips promised
and my mouth spoke when | wasin trouble.
| will sacrifice fat animalsto Y ou and an offering of rams,
| will offer bulls and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God;
let metell you what He has done for me.
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| cried out to Him with my mouth;
His praise was on my tongue.
If I had cherished sinin my heart,
the Lord would not havelistened;
but God has surely listened
and heard my voicein prayer.
Praise be to God, Who has not rejected my prayer
or withheld His love from mel

PRAISE SONG (Pleasesit) “Awesome God” (FC favorite)
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TEXT: Rich Mullins MUSIC: Rich Mullins Irregular meter AWESOME GOD

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

FIRST LESSON ... ACtS17:16-31....cccuneeeeeeeaeaan, Pg. 1723
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

SECOND L ESSON....1 Peter 3:8-22......ccccevvuuunnn. Pg. 1890
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (When children are present.)

P: We will dismiss for Children’s Church after the Gospel reading.
Let us pray the Collect for Children together: C: Heavenly
Father, You have blessed our congregation with thejoy
and care of children. Giveuscourage, patience, and wis-
dom, aswe bring them up in thefaith, that they may
never know a day apart from Your love and care;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Thy Holy Wings™ verse 1 (WOV #741) -
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Text: Carolina Sandell-Berg, 18321903, st. 1.3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2 and tr_, s1. 1,3 BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR
Music: Swedish folk tune, arr. With One Voice, 1995 7676D
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.
GOSPEL ...John 14:15-24. ..o Pg. 1676

P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

(Young children may go to Children’s Church.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse3 1
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(Please be seated. See outline in Announcementsinsert.)
“Peter’s Life-Transforming Message: Part VI

SERMON

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
(Romans 15:13)

(Pleaserise)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks™
(WOV # 671 verses 1-3, 5 - David Fishel)
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SMALL CATECHISM READING

L:

Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small
Catechism, Part 11. The Creed:

- What is The First Article of the Creed: On Creation?

C: | believein God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heav-

en and earth.

: What does this mean?

C: | believethat God created me, along with all that exists.

He gave to me: my body and soul, my eyes, earsand all
the other partsof my body, my mind and all my senses.
He preservesthem aswell. He gives me clothing and
shoes, food and drink, house and land, spouse and chil-
dren, fields, animalsand all | own. Every day He abun-
dantly provides everything | need to nourish this body
and life. He protects me against all danger. He shields
and defends me from all evil. He does all thisbecause
of Hispure, fatherly and divine goodness and His mer -
cy, not because I've earned it or deserved it. For all of
this, I must thank Him, praise Him, serve Him and obey
Him. Thisismost certainly true!

OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are
needed more than ever. The plateislocated at the back of the center
aide. Please placeyour offering and your Communication Card there
asyou comein or go out. Thank You!

M1SSION MOMENT (Pleasesit.)

Baby Bottle Campaign Kickoff / Honoring Mothers

(Those who are not mothers stand to sing in honor of all mothers)

MOTHER’S DAY HYMN

“Happy the Home” (Maj #570) -
10



Henry Ware, J1, ST. AGNES
Bryan Jeffery Leech, alt. John B, Dykes
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1 Hap-py the home when God is there Andlovefills ev - ery - one,
2 Hap-py the home where God’s strong love Is start-ing to  ap - pear,
3 Hap-py the home where prayer is  heard Andpraiseis ev - ery-where,
4 Lord,Jet us in our homes a - gree  Thisblessed peace to gain;
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2 Where all the chil-dren hear His fame And par-ents hold Him dear.

3 Where par-ents love the sa-cred Word And its true wis - dom share.
4 U - nite our hearts in love to Thee, Andloveto all will reign. A-men.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please knedl)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespass-
es, aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us
not into temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

AMEN.
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

SENDING EXHORTATION...

.1 Peter 3:8-9

P. “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one
another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil
with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may

inherit a blessing.”

(Pleaserise and follow the worship leaders out to the front lawn)

SENDING HYMN “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”
(Maj # 323 - favorite - Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin; Tune: William G. Tomer)
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ROGATE BLESSING

Prayer for the Soil Hold soil aloft.

P. Creating God, we give Y ou thanks that in the richness of the
soil, nature awakens to Y our call of spring. Help usto be good
stewards of this land and make our hearts good soil for Y our
Word.

C: AMEN. Come, Lord Jesus.

Prayer for Seeds Hold seedsaloft. The people scatter their seeds.

L: Redeeming Lord, You have given seed to the sower and bread
to the people. Nourish, protect, and bless the seeds which Y our
people have sown in hope. May they bring forth their fruit in
due season, and may our livesyield aharvest of righteousness
through the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN. Come, Holy Spirit.

Prayer for Water and Rain Hold water aloft.

P. Sanctifying Spirit, Y ou hover over the watersto bring life to the
earth and Y ou raise usto new life in baptism. We ask that the
rain come as often as it is needed so that the crops may flourish
and the coming harvest be indeed bountiful, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: AMEN.
13



SENDING BLESSING

P. May God the sower make you good and fertile soil. May Christ
the seed bloom and grow in your words and actions. May the
fruitful Spirit bring forth abountiful yield in your lives. God the
Father, 1k Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.
ROGATE HYMN “All Good Gifts” (SBH # 364) —

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyoneisinvit-

ed to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Shacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place. You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY::

Holy Cross to the glory of God
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Matthias Claudius. 1740-1815% WIR PFLUGEN. 7676Dp with Refrain
Tr. by Jane M. Ca 11, ISI;H-IB-?S Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800
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But it is fed and wa - tered By God's al-might-y hand;
He paints the way-side flow - er, He lights the eve-ning star;
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All gDDd gn"ts a -round us Are sent fromheavena - bove.
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MAY 10, 2026
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

SERVANTSOF THE LORD THISWEEK
GREETER: 8:30-Diane Hahn | 11:00-Sharon Branigan
SOUND: 8:30-Josh Miller | 11:00-Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-Jonah Kincaid
SONG LEADER: Pastor David
LITURGIST: 8:30-Pat Gilbert | 11:00-Karen Brown
LECTOR: 8:30-Alyce Stein | 11:00-Karen Brown
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler
ALTAR GUILD: Irene Graham & Sharon Branigan
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker & Karen Brown
GRASS CUTTERS (5/4-5/9): Mike Miller & Nick Wechsler
PHONETREE: Stephen Zeiner
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: call Ruthann Kistler (610) 217-0397

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch

k4 a congregation of the

NORTH AMERICAN A =
CRE&23  LUTHERAN(:

- CHURCH \yp

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office/Pastor (610) 867-6231 t Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Holycrosspastor@rcn.com f Preschool (610) 867-9735
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Organist T Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton 1 Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechdler, Bookkeeper T  Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress. Small Catechism reading adapted from Luther's Little
Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

16



