
Full Service Bullet in
HOLY COMMUNION

APRIL 19, 2026
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

SHOEBOX SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture readings
and pray: Almighty God, You
provide the true bread from
heaven, Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Prepare us
to receive His body and blood,
that abiding in Him, and He in
us, we may be filled with the
power of His endless life.
AMEN.

CHILDREN of all ages are
welcome!  The Children’s Li-
brary is available if a child
needs a break during the ser-
vice.

LISTENING DEVICES
for the hearing impaired are
available at the sound board (in
the back of the sanctuary).

INTRODUCTION To-
day’s Gospel begins with two
disciples walking to Emmaus,
overcome with sadness, loss,
and disappointment.  They had
hoped Jesus, Who was crucified, would be the One to redeem Israel!  The
risen Christ walks with them, and then opens their eyes in the breaking of
the bread.  Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the Scriptures are pro-
claimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured.
The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our Lord’s Day worship.
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COMMEMORATION Olavus Petri, priest, 1552;  Laurentius
Petri, Archbishop of Uppsala, 1573. After studying at the University of
Wittenberg, these two brothers introduced the Lutheran movement to the
Church of Sweden.  They returned home and, through the support of King
Gustavus Vasa, began their work.  Olavus published a catechism, hymnal,
and a Swedish version of the mass.  He resisted attempts by the king to
gain royal control of the church. Laurentius was a professor at the univer-
sity in Uppsala.  When the king wanted to abolish the ministry of bishops,
Laurentius persuaded him otherwise, and the historic episcopate continues
in Sweden to this day.  Together the brothers published a complete Bible in
Swedish and a revised liturgy in 1541.  Remember the Church of Sweden in
prayer this week.  The Easter hymn “Praise the Savior, Now and Ev-
er” (LBW 155) uses a Swedish folk tune and may be sung to commemorate
the contributions of the Petris and the Swedish church.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.)
“Praise the Savior, Now And Ever” (LBW # 155)
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INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord ╬ Jesus Christ, by

Whose Spirit we have been reborn to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:  Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us come be-

fore God Who calls us to repentance.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

P:  God of life, C: in raising Jesus from the tomb, You make
everything new.  We confess our failure to live the good
news of the resurrection.  Our hearts are slow to believe
Your promises.  We shut our doors in fear.  We resist
the Holy Spirit.  Forgive us, O God, and renew us to
embrace without fear the new life You have given us in
Jesus Christ. AMEN.

P:  People of God:  Christ is alive.  Sin and death have lost their
power.  Through the waters of baptism you have been born
anew by the living word of God.  Know that your sins are for-
given in ╬ Jesus’ name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is
alive in you both now and forever.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Day of Arising” (ELW # 374) →
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: O God, Your Son makes Him-

self known to all His disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see Him in His
redeeming work, Who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING…Psalm 116 (congregation: indented)
I love the LORD, for He heard my voice;

He heard my cry for mercy.
Because He turned His ear to me,

I will call on him as long as I live.
The cords of death entangled me,
the anguish of the grave came upon me;

I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:

“O LORD, save me!”
The LORD is gracious and righteous;

our God is full of compassion.
The LORD protects the simplehearted;

when I was in great need, He saved me.
Be at rest once more, O my soul,

for the LORD has been good to you.
For You, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling,
that I may walk before the LORD

in the land of the living.
I believed; therefore I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”

And in my dismay I said, “All men are liars.”
How can I repay the LORD for all His goodness to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of His saints.
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O LORD, truly I am Your servant;
I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant;
You have freed me from my chains.

I will sacrifice a thank offering to You
and call on the name of the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all His people,

in the courts of the house of the LORD—
in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD.

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.) “Oh, What Shall I Render”
(text: Martin A. Seltz; tune: FOUNDATION  ELW # 796)

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

FIRST LESSON ....Acts 2:14a, 3241………..………...Pg. 1692
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING….1 Peter 1:1326……….…..….Pg. 1887
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (When children are present.)
P: We will dismiss for Children’s Church after the Gospel reading.

Let us pray the Collect for Children together: C: Heavenly
Father, You have blessed our congregation with the joy
and care of children.  Give us courage, patience, and wis-
dom, as we bring them up in the faith, that they may
never know a day apart from Your love and care;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Alleluia! Lord and Savior” (ELW p205)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Luke 24:1335…………………….……….Pg. 1642
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(Young children may go to Children’s Church.)

(Please be seated. See outline in Announcements insert.)

SERMON “Peter’s LifeTransforming Message: Part III”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” (LBW # 192) →
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SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part I. The Ten Commandments:
L:  What is The Ninth Commandment
C: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.” (Ex. 20:17a)
L:  What does this mean?
C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not attempt

to trick our neighbor out of his inheritance or house,
take it by pretending to have a right to it, etc. but help
him to keep & improve it.

L:  What is The Tenth Commandment
C: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his man-

servant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:17b)

L:  What does this mean?
C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not release

our neighbor’s cattle, take his employees from him or
seduce his wife, but urge them to stay and do what they
ought to do.

(Please sit.)

MISSION MOMENT Nelson Randolph

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel as you are able.)

(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are
needed more than ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center
aisle.  Please place your offering and your Communication Card there
as you come in or go out.  Thank You!

WE RECEIVE THE COVENANT MEAL
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)

P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
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P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and ever living God.  But chiefly we are bound
to praise You for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for He is
the true Passover Lamb Who gave Himself to take away our sin,
Who by His death has destroyed death, and by His rising has
brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea
and all creatures, and with all heaven, we praise Your name and
join their unending hymn: “Alleluia”
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PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our

fallen world You gave Your only Son, that all those who believe
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do
this in remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup; gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying:  this cup is the new covenant in
My blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
P:  Send now Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, and into these gifts

of bread and wine, that we may receive our Lord with a living
faith as He comes to us in His holy supper.

C: AMEN. Come, Lord Jesus.  Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)  (please be seated after “Amen”)
Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy king-
dom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us
this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

(The congregation may bow in reverence and wonder
at the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.

Come to this table where you are known and loved.
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake.  Please fill out a communication card and hand it to the usher.
For a glutenfree rice wafer say “Rice.”  Grape juice is in the prefilled
glasses. Those not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.
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LAMB OF GOD (WOV p 25)

COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” (SBH # 95 2nd tune)
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2. “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  (ELW # 325)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.)

L:  Let us pray together: C: Loving God, by Your Spirit
we are born anew, and You nourish us like newborns
with this holy food, by which we grow into salvation.
Give us grace to live as Your risen daughters and sons,
shining in the world with Your marvelous light, until
You gather all creation to the heavenly table where
Christ reigns in glory forever. AMEN.

BLESSING
P: The God of all grace, Who has called you to eternal glory in

Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and ╬ bless you by the power
of the Holy Spirit now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (ELW # 596  favorite)
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PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyone is invit-
ed to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Snacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place.  You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
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SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017
Office/Pastor (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com

Holycrosspastor@rcn.com    †   Preschool (610) 8679735
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Organist †    Karen Brown, Secretary00000
Volunteers Needed, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Bookkeeper †     Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 11:00 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


