PRAISE SERVICE
JANUARY 11, 2026
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, ““Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, pre-
pare your heart for worship, read the introduction, look up the Scripture
readings, and pray:
Almighty God,
draw our heartsto
Y ou, guide our
minds, fill our im-
aginations, control
our wills, so that
we may be wholly
Yoursand offer to
Y ou the sacrifice of
praise; through the
mercy of Your be-
loved Son, Jesus,
the Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN of all
ages are welcome!
The Children’s Li-
braryisavailableif a
child needs a break

during the service. gggus canle fO g()éﬂ

LISTENING at the Hordan, fo be baptized

DEV' CES for the MATTHEW 3:13
hearing impaired are . ' '
available at the sound board (back of the sanctuary).
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1 When Je - sus came to Jor - dan to be bap-tized by John,
2 He came to sharetemp - fa tion, our ut - mostwoe and loss,
3 Come, Ho -ly Spir - it, aid us to keep the vows we make;
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he did not come for par - don but as the Sin-less One.
for us and our sal - va - tion to die up-on the cross.
this ver -y day in - vade us, and ev-'ry bond-age break.
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He came to share re - pen - tancewith all whomourn their sins,
So when the dove de - scend-ed on him, the Son of Man,
Come, give our -lives di - rec - tion, the gift we cov - et most
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to speak the wvi - tal sen - tence with which good news be - gins.
the hid-den yearshad end - ed, the age of grace be - gan.
to share the res - ur rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, b, 1903 KING'S LYNN
Music: English folk tune, adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 76760



INTRODUCTION  Inthe waters of the Jordan, Jesusis revealed as
the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all
righteousness and becomes the Servant of God Who’ll bring forth justice
and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptismwe, too, are washed
by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children.
Our baptismal mission isto proclaimthis Good News to all.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
« “When Jesus Came to Jordan” (ELW# 305)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
1= All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.)

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 1= and Holy Spirit, one
God, Who creates us and forms us, Who redeems us and calls
us, Who unites us and sends us.

C: AMEN.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us acknowledge our need for
mercy and give thanks for the gift of baptism.

(Please kneel. Slenceiskept for self-examination.)

(Liturgist pours water into font at each mention of water.)
P. Wegive You thanks, O God, for in the beginning Y our voice
thundered over the waters and by Y our Word Y ou created light
and all things, calling forth life in which Y ou took delight.

Through the flood Y ou delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea You led Y our people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At theriver Your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. At thefont You claim usas Y our
children, making us heirs of Y our promise and servants of all.

C: Wepraise You for the gift of water that sustainslife,
and above all we praise You for the gift of new lifein
Jesus Christ. By the baptism of His death and resur-
rection, Your Son Jesus has carried usto safety and
freedom. Thefloodsshall not overwhelm us, and the
deep shall not swallow usup, for Christ has brought us
over totheland of promise.
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P. The Holy Spirit has been poured out; the baptized have been
washed in this cleansing water and clothed with Christ; Let us
live by the Spirit in God’s forgiveness, grace and love.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Pleaserise)

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of
God, and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all!

C: And also with you!

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Jesus, Your Name”
(FC/CH # 119 - favorite)
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1. Je - sus, Your name is pow - er; Je - sus, Your name is might.
2. Je - sus, Your name is heal - ing; Je - sus, Your name gives sight.
3.Je - sus, Your name is ho - ly; Je - sus, Your name brings light.
4.Je- sus, Your name  is pow - er; Je- sus, Your name is  might.
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Je - sus, Your name will break ev-erystrong-hold; Je-sus, Your name life.
Je - sus, Your name will free ev-ery cap-tive; Je-sus, Your name is life.
Je- sus, Your name a - bove ev-ery oth-er; Je-sus, Your name is life.
Je - sus, Your name will break ev-erystrong-hold; Je-sus, Your name is life.
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Claire Cloninger and Morris Chapman 66.106. JESUS, YOUR NAME



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you. C: O God our Father, at the bap-
tism of Jesus You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son
and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Makeall who
are baptized into Christ faithful to their callingto be
Your children, and empower usall with Your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who lives
and reignswith You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 29 (congregation: indented)
Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
ascribetothe LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;
wor ship the LORD in the splendor of Hisholiness.
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD thundersover the mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is majestic.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaksin piecesthe cedars of L ebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD strikes
with flashes of lightning.
The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
the LORD shakesthe Desert of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
And in His temple all cry, “Glory!”
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The LORD sits enthroned over the flood:

the LORD isenthroned asKing forever.
The LORD gives strength to His people;
the LORD blesses His people with peace.

PRAISE SONGS (Pleasesit)
“What a Mighty Word God Gives!” (FC)
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Text: James Tallman  Music: MIGHTY GO anenymaous  Text £ 1996 James Tallman

“What a Mighty God We Serve!” (FC - favorite) —
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

FIRST LESSON.......Isaiah 42:1-13 ............ Pew Bible p. 1124
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.
SECOND LESSON......Acts 10:34-43 .......ovvveenn.. p. 1710

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

COLLECT FOR CHILDREN (If children are present.) .

P: As we dismiss for Children’s Church, let us pray the Collect for
Children together: C:. Heavenly Father, Y ou have blessed
our congregation with thejoy and care of children. Give
us cour age, patience, and wisdom, as we bring them up
in thefaith, that they may never know a day apart from
Your love and care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.

.



(Please rise. Young children may go to Children’s Church)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” verses 1-2

(ELW# 304 - Text: F. Bland Tucker; Tune: Nikolaus Herman)
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir - it on you
2 God  called you*My be - lov - ed Son™; you are God’s ser - vant
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P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ....Matthew 3:13—4:1....cooieee oo p. 1499
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verses3-4 1

SERMON (Pleasesit. Seeoutlinein Announcementsinsert.)
“Hearing God’s Voice”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)
“Christ, For the World We Sing” (Maj # 669)
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o - ver-bome, sin - sick and  sor - row-womn, for Chnst 0 heal,
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er - ror's ways, in - spired with hope and praise, to Chnst be - long.
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WORDS: Sameel Wolcost, 1869 MUSIC:  Felice de Giardin, 1769 ITALIAN HYMN 6646664,

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believein God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

| believein Jesus Christ Hisonly Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and wasburied. He
descended into hell. On thethird day Heroseagain. He as-
cended into heaven, and is seated at theright hand of the Fa-
ther. Hewill come again to judge theliving and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
thebody, and thelifeeverlasting. AMEN.
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OFFERING Please place your offering and your Communication
Card in the plate (back of the center aisle) as you comein or go out.
Thank You!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kned.)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy; C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; and forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For Thineisthe kingdom,
and the power, and theglory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING

P. Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. Let your light
so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. Almighty God, Father, + Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (SBH # 428 - favorite) —

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you!

C: And also with you!
POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS Everyoneisin-
vited to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Shacks, coffee and
hot water are available in the Gathering Place. You can brew your
own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1739 AZMON
MUSIC: Carl G. Gliser; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839 C.M.
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God and King, the tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad the hon - ors of Thy name,
sin - ners ears, 'tis life, and health, and peace.
foul - est clean; His blood a - vailed for me.
hearts re - joice, the hum - ble poor  be lieve.
Sav - ior come, and leap, ye  lame, for joy.
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7. Look unto Him, ye nations, own

your God, ye fallen race!

Look, and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!

be ever, ever giv'n

8. Glory to God, and praise and love

by saints below and saints above,

the church in earth and heav'n.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY':
Holy Cross Church, to the glory of God
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JANUARY 11, 2026
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

SERVANTSOF THE LORD TODAY
GREETER: 8:30-Sally Stein | 11:00-Sharon Branigan
SOUND: 8:30-Josh Miller | 11:00-Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-Jonah Kincaid
SONG LEADER: Pastor David
LITURGIST: 8:30-Pat Gilbert | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30-Alyce Stein | 11:00-Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler
ALTAR: Jan Stryker & Volunteer needed
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker & Karen Brown
SEXTON: Volunteers needed
PHONETREE: Stephen Zeiner
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: call Ruthann Kistler (610)-217-0397

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch

g congregation of the

H 4
cn@ss NORTH AMERICAN A
L

LUTHERAN({:
v CHURCH Ny

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office/Pastor (610) 867-6231 T Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Holycrosspastor@rcn.com f Preschool (610) 867-9735
www. holycrossbethlenem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Organist T Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton T Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechsler, Bookkeeper T  Stephen Zeiner, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress. Hymns used by permission of Onelicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2007 by Augsburg Fortress.
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