2026 Calendar Highlights

Jan 1 - God bless your New Year!

Jan 2 - Pastor returns from vacation

Jan 4 - Christmas 2 | EPIPHANY
8:30 & 11:00 AM - Holy Communion
9:45 AM - Sunday School for all ages
Jan 6 - Day of Epiphany
6:30 PM - Bible Study

Jan 7 - 10:00 AM - Bible Study
4:30 PM - Prayer in the Parlor

Jan 10 - 8:30 AM - Men'’s Bible Study
Breakfast
12 Noon - Lunch & 7 Cs Celebration

Jan 11 - The BAPTISM of OUR LORD
8:30 & 11:00 AM - Praise Service
9:45 AM - Sunday School for all ages
12:15 PM - Lunch & Bible Study

Jan 14 - 4:30 PM - Prayer in the Parlor

Jan 15 - ANNUAL REPORTS DUE to
holycrossoffice@rcn.com

Jan 18 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 & 11:00 AM - Holy Communion
9:45 AM - Sunday School for all ages

Jan 20 - 6:30 PM - Bible Study
Jan 21 - 10:00 AM - Bible Study
Jan 23 - ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

Jan 25 - Third Sunday after Epiphany
8:30 & 11:00 AM - Praise Service
9:45 AM - Sunday School for all ages
12:15 PM - Lunch & Bible Study

Jan 28 - 11:00 AM - Preschool Family
Worship
4:30 PM - Prayer in the Parlor

Council Highlights from December 2025

J|||= Annual Reports are due to the church secretary by January 15t: holycrossoffice@rcn.com

JL

President - Lyn Stryker
Vice President - Patty Stein
Secretary - Alyce Stein

r The following people have been elected as officers for 2026:

Treasurer - Open position- Anyone interested in serving should see Pastor Dave or Lyn Stryker.

Financial Secretary - Jan Stryker

J|||= Council approved the 2026 Communion Schedule as proposed by the Worship & Music Committee.

Council meets the third Wednesday of every month. Please keep them in your prayers!
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With OQur Gratitude @ A4 ¥

Pastor David and Karen want to thank the congregation for their generosity for Pastor
Appreciation Month this past year. There are few things we enjoy more than serving our Lord
with the congregation here at Holy Cross, and are blessed to be working together. The past few
months have been especially taxing for Karen, who hasn’t even had the time to process and read
all of the comments included in the card, but she plans on doing so while we’re on vacation.
Many of you have kindly expressed your appreciation verbally as well, and we thank you. We
look forward to enjoying the many gifts over the upcoming year, fondly recalllng your
encouragement. A

7 Cs Celebration

Everyone is invited to a “Sail the 7 ‘C's” Celebration on Saturday,
January 10" at Noon. Pastor David is in the process of getting “Sail
the 7 ‘C’'s” published. As a result of our Fall Discipleship Groups
studying the 7 ‘C’s, some improvements and revisions are being
made. Pastor David will be presenting the updated version of the
little booklet, “Sail the 7 ‘C’s.” Lunch will be provided. Please join
us and invite your friends for this FREE Book Presentation & Meal.

Scripture Memory
As we continue to reflect on our recent study of Sail the 7Cs, the
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following verses are recommended to commit to memory. il ingn

Rev. David L. Bro

Week of

12/7 Creation: Psalm 63:3 ... Your love is better than life ...
12/14 Creation: Genesis 1:31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.

12/21 Conflict: Genesis 6:5-6 The Lord saw how great man's wickedness ... had become,
and ... was grieved that he had made man ...

12/28 Conflict: John 8:34 Jesus said, "... everyone who sins is a slave to sin."

1/4  Conflict: Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.
Who can understand it?

1/11 Covenant: Isaiah 54:7-8 "... In a surge of anger | hid my face from you for a
moment, but with everlasting kindness | will have compassion on you," says the Lord
your Redeemer.

1/18 Covenant: Isaiah 59:16 ... [The Lord] was appalled that there was no one to
intervene; so his own arm worked salvation ...

1/25 Christ: John 1:29 John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!”



2026 Bible Reading Plan

To have a passion for Jesus is to have a passion for His Word because that’s where we find Him.
We begin our third year of reading through the whole Bible, following the “Reformation Bible
Reading Plan.” This order for readings reflects those parts most impactful to Martin Luther’s
ministry. The plan was developed by the LCMS — Michigan District and may be found at
https://michigandistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Reformation-Reading-Plan-Printable.pdf.

Let us encourage one another to “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Word of God.”

(O Day 1: John 1, Gen.1-3

(O Day 2: John 2, Gen. 4-5

(O Day 3: John 3, Gen. 6-9

(O Day 4: John 4:1-26,
Gen. 10-11

(O Day 5: John 4:27-54,
Gen. 12-15

(O Day 6: Proverbs 1:1-19,
Psalm 1-4

(O Day 7: Catch Up Day

O Day 8: John 5:1-30,

(O Day 11: John 6:41-71,
Gen. 24-25
(O Day 12: John 7:1-31, Gen. 26
(O Day 13: Proverbs 1:20-33,
Psalm 6-9
(O Day 14: Catch Up Day
(O Day 15: John 7:32-8:11,
Gen. 27-30
(O Day 16: John 8:12-47, Gen. 31
(O Day 17: John 8:48-59,
Gen. 32-33

(O Day 23: John 11:17-57,
Gen. 41-42

(O Day 24: John 12:1-19, Gen.
43-44

(O Day 25: John 12:20-50,
Gen. 45-47

(O Day 26: John 13,
Gen. 48-50

(O Day 27: Proverbs 2:12-22,
Psalm 15-18

(O Day 28: Catch Up Day

Gen. 16-18 O Day 18: John 9, Gen. 34-35 O Day 29: John 14, Isaiah 1-4
O Day 9: John 5:31-47, O Day 19: John 10, Gen. 36-38 | O Day 30: John 15:1-16:4,
Gen. 19-21 O Day 20: Prov. 2:1-11, Isaiah 5-8
(O Day 10: John 6:1-40, Psalm 10-14 O Day 31: John 16:5-33,
Gen. 22-23, 27 O Day 21: Catch Up Day Isaiah 9-11
(O Day 22: John 11:1-16,
Gen. 39-40
January Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays: 31 — Samuel Lucero Address Updates:
1 — Richard Beil Mark Blazovic

2 — Steven Fenicle
5 — Martin Pillar
8 — Ruthann Kistler
9 — Bruce Landis
10 — Ingrid Ulshafer
11 — Carol Glasmire
15 — Jacqueline Snyder
19 - Joseph Barlow
22 — Mike Miller & Dawn
Schaeffer
25 — Mikayla Bickert
29 — Chase Judy

Anniversaries:
15 — Mike & Bella Zyskowski
30 — Nicholas & Melissa

Kulesza

4771 Cheryl Dr
Bethlehem PA 18017

Chuck Branigan IV
5503 Republic Way
Bethlehem PA 18017
Marty Erney

Rm 330 Fellowship Manor
Whitehall PA 18052
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Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
November 23, 2025

Opening Prayer: President Lyn Stryker opened the meeting with prayer.

Determination of a Quorum: Quorum =9 (10% of 90 voting members)
There were 33 members in attendance — quorum met.

Voting: Voting members are defined as confirmed members who have communed in the past
year. “Voting by proxy or by absentee ballot shall not be permitted.”

Agenda: As per the By-Laws, the budget and elections are the only items of business.

Proposed General Fund Budget for 2026:

Lisa Wechsler went over each section of the current fund budget, explaining why there were
increases or decreases in the budget. She answered all questions that were asked. Lisa
stated that our congregation has a long tradition in adopting a budget in faith. The church is
experiencing the same economic conditions that you are experiencing at home. In 2025 our
income has declined. We are currently approximately 3 months behind. We have received
61.2% of the budget and have spent 73.45 % of the budget.

Pastor Section: No changes to this section

Administration: There is an increase of 4.64% due to having to purchase paper that we
previously had stockpiled and has been used.

Stewardship: There is an increase in the cost of giving envelopes and online giving fees
which we can’t control.

Benevolence: No changes to this section

Utilities: This increase is due to the utility rate increases and water and sewer increases. We
have locked in with electric and gas providers for 2026.

Church Property: Insurance rates and trash removal rates are increasing. We eliminated the
HVAC contract because we didn’t use it during 2025 and will deal with any repairs as they
occur.

Worship & Music: We have a new piano tuner which saved us 31%. We increased special
programs.

Publicity: No changes to this section

Christian Education: There were a few fluctuations. VBS was increased by $250 due to the
increase in children who attended. The Easter Egg Hunt fluctuates due to Thrivent grants and
the generosity of members. Youth Expenses decreased due to not having teenage youth.

Social Ministry: No changes to this section



Outreach: There was an increase because we added a line for Family Fall Fest.

Lisa reported that the total 2026 general fund budget is $173,281.53 which is a .46 increase
from last year. ($801.00 more than last year.)

Lyn reported that our congregation is in this situation every year. He asked that we be
generous at this time of year and have a big finish for 2025. He challenged each family to
consider making one extra week contribution until the end of the year.

A motion was made by Jan Stryker and seconded by Mike Miller to approve the 2026
General Fund budget. Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Benevolence Budget for 2026: Lisa reported that we decreased most of our
missionaries by twenty percent. We did not decrease Compassion International because we
have a set amount to pay to them for supporting our child. We removed Bible Fellowship
Church because Nelson Randolph asked us to remove him because he is retiring this year.
There was a decrease to the Crisis and Discretionary Fund. There was an increase to Local
Benevolence. An item was added to support our local chapter of the NALC.

A motion was made by Mike Miller and seconded by Jan Stryker to approve the 2026
Benevolence budget. Motion carried unanimously.

Election of Members to Church Council:
The following members have completed their term(s) on council:

Dennis Gilbert (15 term), Pat Gilbert (15 term), Richard Schmidt (15t term), Sally Stein (15 term)
In addition, Jim Femister and Bill Hoy have resigned their seats. Please thank them for their
service.

The following members are currently serving:

Term expiring 2026: Nancy Schmidt (15 term), Alyce Stein (15 term), Lyn Stryker (15t term),
Ken Yoxheimer (1%t term)

Term expiring 2027: Irene Graham (15t term), Patty Stein (15t term), Jan Stryker (2" term), 1
vacancy

Five seats need to be filled (four 3-year terms and one 2-year term):
The following have been nominated by Council:
Term expiring 2027: Sally Stein (15t term)

Term expiring 2028: Dennis Gilbert (2" term), Pat Gilbert (2" term), Robert Kincaid (15t term),
Richard Schmidt (2" term)

Additional nominations from the floor: (Need to be present to accept nomination) None



Closing of Nominations
Balloting: If there are any more nominees than seats, a written ballot shall be taken.
Otherwise, they shall be elected by acclamation.

A motion was made by Mike Miller and seconded by Patty Stein to close nominations.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mike Miller and seconded by Patty Stein to elect the members to
Council by acclamation. Motion carried

Adjournment
A motion was made by Patty Stein and seconded by Ken Yoxheimer to adjourn the

meeting. Motion carried.

Special Meeting called by Council - NALC Constitutional Amendments:

Lyn Stryker called the meeting to order. Pastor explained that all congregations in the NALC
have a voice in the decisions that are made in the NALC. Amendments were approved at the
convocation and now all of the NALC congregations have to approve them.

Amendment One: Pastor explained this amendment is about moving some of the language in
the constitution to the bylaws and to clean up Scrivener’s errors. (clerical errors)

A motion was made by Kathy Ballek and seconded by Mitch Zahnow to approve
Amendment One. Motion carried.

Amendment Two: Pastor explained this amendment is to officially establish the North
American Lutheran Seminary as a ministry of the church and putting it into the Constitution.
This is the seminary that Mike Zyskowski is attending.

A motion was made by Irene Graham and seconded by Sharon Branigan to approve
Amendment Two. Motion carried.

Amendment Three: Pastor explained that this amendment is to make minor changes in the
name of an Article in the Constitution.

A motion was made by Chuck Branigan and seconded by Dennis Gilbert to approve
Amendment Three. Motion carried.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Mike Miller and seconded by Ken Yoxheimer to close the special

meeting. Motion carried.

Pastor closed the meeting with prayer and invited everyone to the fellowship hall for a pot-luck
luncheon.

Lyn Stryker shared the peace with everyone.

Respectfully submitted,
Alyce Stein, Secretary



JANUARY 2026 SERVANTS or rue LORD

1/4 1/11 1/18 1/25
Epiphany
Communion | 8:30 | Patty Stein Patty Stein
Server 11:00 | Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker
Greeter 8:30 | Diane Hahn Sally Stein Diane Hahn Sally Stein
11:00 | Irene Graham Sharon Branigan | Irene Graham Sharon Branigan
Lector 8:30 | Pat Gilbert Alyce Stemn Penny Miller Ruthann Kistler
11:00 | Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker Kathy Ballek
Liturgist 8:30 | Patty Stemn Pat Gilbert Patty Stein Seth Miller
11:00 | Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker Lyn Stryker
Live Stream | 8:30 | Jan Stryker Jonah Kincaid Jan Stryker Jonah Kincaid
Prayer Care Sharon Branigan Ruthann Kistler Pat Gilbert Darlene Treisner
Song Leader | 8:30 | Nancy Cook Pastor David Nancy Cook Pastor David
11:00 | Nancy Cook Pastor David Nancy Cook Pastor David
Sound 8:30 | Josh Miller Josh Miller Josh Miller Josh Miller
11:00 | Ken Yoxheimer Ken Yoxheimer | Ken Yoxheimer Ken Yoxheimer
Usher 8:30 | Jan Stryker Jan Stryker
11:00 | Irene Graham Irene Graham

Altar Guild: Jan Stryker & Volunteer needed

Counters: Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
Prayer of the Church: Mike Zyskowski

Children’s Church: Ruthann Kistler

Phone Tree: Stephen Zeiner

Communion Visitors: Pr David, Volunteers needed

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch
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Pastor David L.. Brown

a congregation of the
NORTH AMERICAN

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017

610-867-6231

Holycrossoffice@rcn.com

Website: HolyCrossBethlehem.com
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JANUARY 2026

28 Christmas 1 29 30 31 1 2 3
ONE SERVICE: HAPPY 10A Bulletins
9:45A Lessons and NEW YEAR!!!
Carols 12N AA (TR)
7:30p AA (TR) 7:30p AA (TR)
4 christmas 2/Epiphany 5 6 EPIPHANY 7 8 9 10
8:30A Communion 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 10A Bulletins | 8:30A Men's
?:145(/; Sunday School 10a Bible Study Breakfast (FH)
A Lommunion (ASSR) 12N AA (TR) 9A-3p Material
Girls (ASSR)
6:30p Bible Study = 1P Teddy Bear 6P Worship & 12N 7Cs
7p Dart Baseball (ASSR) Brigade (A_SSR) Music Celebration
@ Bethany 7p Property (Ofc) 4:30p-Prayer in the
ucc Parlor 7:30p AA (TR)
7:30p AA (TR)
11 BAPTISM...LORD | 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30A Praise Service 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 10A Bulletins
9:45A Sunday School
11A Praise Service mini EPISTLE 1p Teddy Bear 12N AA (TR)
12:15N Lunch & . .
bl q DEADLINE Brigade (ASSR) 6pP Finance &
Bible Study 4:30p-Prayer (Parlor) Stewardship
7p Dart Baseball = 6:30pM Colonial | 5P Outreach/Publ.  ANNUAL
@ East Hills Quilters (FH) | 7:30P AA(TR) REPORTS DUE 7:30p AA (TR)
18 EPIPHANY 2 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30A Communion 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 9A Preschool 10A Bulletins
9:45A Sunday School 10a Bible Study 10A Material MARCH FOR
11A Communion 6:30p Bible Study (ASSR) Girls (ASSR) LIFE 1p Staff Meeting
(ASSR) 1P Teddy Bear 12N AA (TR) (Ofc)
Brigade (ASSR)
7p Dart Baseball 4:30P-Prayer (Parlor)
vs College Hill 6p Exec. Meeting
(FH) 6:30p Council
7:30P AA (TR) 7:30p AA (TR)
25EPIPHANY 3 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30A Praise Service 9A Preschool 94 Preschool 9 Preschool 10A 8:30A Men's
251459 Syndsa\y School 11A Family Bulletins Breakfast
A Praise Service
i 12N AA (TR ASSR
12:15N Lunch & Worship (TR) (ASSR)
7p Dart Baseball 1P Teddy Bear

Bible Study

vs Trinity/
Edgeboro (FH)

4:3
7:3

Brigade (ASSR)
OP-Prayer (Parlor)
OP AA (TR)

7:30pM AA (TR)







