HOLY COMMUNION
JANUARY 19, 2025
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION During the prelude, pre-

pare your heart for worship: read the introduction, peruse the bulletin,
find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus your thoughts on

the Lord. You may usethisprayer: Direct and control us, O Lord,
always and everywhere with heavenly light; that we may both
discern with clear vision and share with worthy effect the Mys-
tery which You have willed usto partake; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN We welcome children of all
ages. The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

NTRODUCTION The Sundays after
Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation
of the glory of God to us asit was made
known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s
banks at the baptism of Jesus. Using wedding
Imagery, God rejoices over His people “as
the bridegroom rejoices over the bride.” By
the power of the Spirit there are giftsgalore
for everyone. In Christ Jesusthe best wineis
saved for last: taste and see!

COMMEMORATION Henry, missionary to Finland, martyr,
1156. Henry, an Englishman, became bishop of Uppsala, Sveden, in
1152, and isregarded as the patron saint of Finland. He traveled to there
with the king of Sveden on a mission trip and remained to organize the
church. He was murdered by a man whom he had rebuked and who was
disciplined by the church. Henry’s burial place became a center of pil-
grimage. His popularity as a saint is strong in both Sveden and Finland.
During Epiphany we celebrate the light of Christ reveal ed to the nations,
and martyrs such as Henry continue to reveal that light through their wit-
ness to faith.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
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GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
~ “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Maj # 30 - favorite)

| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: In the name of the Father, and the 4= Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: As God’s beloved children, let us call to mind our sin and our
need for reconciliation with God and one another.

(Please kneel. Slenceiskept for reflection.)

P: Strong and faithful God, C: We confessthat we have not
lived as Y our holy peoplein theworld. We have closed
our heartsto Your love. We haveresisted Your light.
We have failed to proclaim Your mercy. Forgivewhat
we have done and what we have left undone, heal us
with Your abundant grace, and help uswalk as chil-
dren of theLight. AMEN.

P: Inthe mercy of amighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. Asacalled
and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His au-
thority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of al
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 4k Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Pleaserise)

P. Arise, shine; for your light has come. The Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God” (wWOV p 29) —
3
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and peace to God’s peo - pl on earth,

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord bewithyou.  C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray together: Lord God, source of every blessing,
Y ou showed forth Your glory and led many to faith by
theworksof Your Son, Who brought gladness and sal-
vation to His people. Transform us by the Spirit of His
love, that we may find our lifetogether in Him, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 36 (congregation: indented)
An oracleiswithin my heart

concer ning the sinfulness of the wicked:
Thereisno fear of God before his eyes.

For in hisown eyes heflatters himself
too much to detect or hate hissin.

Thewords of his mouth are wicked and deceitful;
he has ceased to be wise and to do good.

Even on hisbed he plots evil;
he commits himself to a sinful course

and does not reject what iswrong.
Y our love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,

Your faithfulnessto the skies.
Y our righteousness is like the mighty mountains,

Your justicelikethe great deep.
O LORD, Y ou preserve both man and beast.

How pricelessis Your unfailing love!
Both high and low among men

find refugein the shadow of Y our wings.
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They feast on the abundance of Y our housg;
You givethem drink from Your river of delights.
For with Y ou is the fountain of life;
in Your light we seelight.
Continue Y our love to those who know Y ou,
Your righteousnessto the upright in heart.
May the foot of the proud not come against me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
See how the evildoerslie fallen—
thrown down, not abletorise!

HYMN OF PRAISE (Pleasesit.)

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (LBW# 76 verses 1-3)
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Texe: Philipp Nicolai. 1556—1608: . Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET. Philipp Nicolal. 15561608



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING ...1saiah 62:1-12 .......ccoveeeunnn.... p. 1159
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.
SECOND READING....1 Corinthians 12:1-11............ p. 1785

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness™ verse 2 (ELW # 488)
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“*Come,and leave your loved one nev - er; dwell with-in my heart for-ev - er”
wor - thi - ly let me re-ceive you, and, so fa-vored,nev -er leave you.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677: tr. Lurheran Book of Worship, 1978 Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1398-1662

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ... J0hN 2:1-12 ..o, p. 1648
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION *“Soul, Adorn Yourself ”* verse 4 1
(Young children may go to Children’s Church)

SERMON (Pleasesit. Seeoutlinein Announcementsinsert.)
“Jesus’ Secret Revelation”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH

HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)

“Jesus, Come!

Co

For We Invite You”

(ELW # 312 alt tune)

WORDS: Christopher Ldle (1933- )
MUSIC: Sicilian melady, 18th ¢,
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A LITANY FOR LIFE (Pleasekned)
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: O God, in Whom we live and move and have our being:

: Have mercy on us.

O God, You are the author of life:

: Grant that all may respect the sanctity of the gift of life

O God, Your gift is not diminished by change or circumstance:

: Help all people to seethe value of human life and that we

areall equal before You.
O Giver of Life, in mercy grant repentance to those who wrest life
from the womb:

: Father, for the sake of Chrigt, forgivethem, for they

know not fully what they do.
Father, to those who are troubled by a haunting sense of guilt:

: Bring them the freeing, healing love of Christ.

Father, You have freed us from alife of death and despair:

: By the power of Christ’s resurrection help us to live a life

of faith and love.

Compassionate Christ, grant all a sincere concern for the unborn,
the developmentally disabled, the aged and all the vulnerable in
need of love and protection:

: May we lovethem as You do.

Gracious Father, turn the hearts of all peopleto You and to respect
for the wondrous mystery that isthe gift of life. May hearts and
minds be changed by the words and deeds of Lutherans for Life
and Pro-life marchers across the nation.

: Help usto see that there are no men or women, none old

or young, none healthy or incapacitated that Y ou do not
sustain and whom we should not protect.

Take away callousness, impatience, greed, and indifference from
our people that the church may unite with all people of noble mind
to care for those who experience life as a burden, to work for jus-
tice that al life may be protected by civil government, and to pray
for mercy in the face of all the lives that have been lost. Use
Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Centers to rescue many lives.
Compassionate Christ, grant that we may all be channels
of Your saving, seeking love. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)
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OFFERING We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are
needed morethan ever. The plateislocated at the back of the center

aide. Please place your offering and your Communication Card there
asyou comein or go out. Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pleaserise)
: The LORD bewithyou. C: And alsowith you.
Lift up your hearts. C: Welift them tothe LORD.
L et us give thanks to the Lord our God.

. It isright to give our thanksand praise.
It isindeed right and salutary that we should at all timesand in
all places offer thanks and praise to Y ou, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, He lived among us to
reveal Your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to
His own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise Y our name and join their unend-
ing hymn: (WOV p 36)
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PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P. Blessed are You, O holy God: You arethe Life and Light of
al. By Your powerful Word Y ou created al things. Through
the prophets Y ou called Y our people to be alight to the nations.
Y ou sent the Living Word, Jesus, Your Son. HeisYour Light,
shining in our darkness and revealing to us Y our mercy and
might.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and edat; thisis My body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gaveit for al to drink, saying: This cup isthe new cove-
nant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do thisfor the remembrance of Me.

Remembering, therefore, His preaching and healing, His dying
and rising, and His promise to come again, we await that day
when all the universe will rgjoicein Y our holy and life-giving
light. By Y our Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed
with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, reveal -
ing the brilliance of Y our Son. Through Him all glory and hon-
or is Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Y our holy
Church, both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever. AMEN.

COMMUNION (Please be seated)

All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake. Pleasefill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate. Gluten-freerice wafers (blue-green) are available. Grapejuice
(white) isin pre-filled glasses. Those not ready to receive communion
may come for a blessing.
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LAMB OF GOD (wov p39)
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COMMUNION HYM NS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “What Feast of Love™ (ELW# 487 - Text: Delores Dufner)
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I What feast of love is  of-fered here, what ban-quet come from heav - en?
2 What light of truth is  of-fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wine of love is  of-fered here, what ho - ly drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - cr- last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is  giv - en?
What hope of ev - er- last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this  is Christ the king, the bread comedown from heav - en.
This, this  is  Christ the king, the sun comedown from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!
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2. “Bind us Together” (WOV # 748 - favorite - Bob Gillman)

Refrain
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2 You are the fam-"ly of God. You are the prom-ise di - vine.
N Refrain
W —, i a,--—- = } i i i I i I ;
A\ — — —* 7‘ i L3 w_“_i . : €
5 — 1 T —
There is  on-ly one Bod-y; that is why we can sing.
You are God’s cho- sen de - sire, . . you are the glo-rious new wine.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Pleaserise)

L: Let uspray together: Wethank You, O God, that You
have fed usat Your banqueting table with bread and
wine beyond compare, thevery life of Christ for us.
Send Your Spirit with us now, that we may set the cap-
tivefree, use Your giftsto build one another up, and in
everything reflect Your glory revealed in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING

P. Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. Let your light
so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. Almighty God, Father, 1F Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.
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1 Great is thy faith-ful-ness. O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and  har- vest, sun, moon, and
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Text: Thomas Q. Chisholm, 1866-1960 Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
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SENDING HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
~ (Maj # 519 - favorite)

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS

Everyoneisinvited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Shacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Holy Cross, to the Glory of God

Life Quotefor a New Year
www.lutheransforlife.org/media/life-quotes

“The first truth of life is that every life is the handiwork of God.
The Psalmist says that God ‘knitted’ (Psalm 139:13 ESV) each of us
together in our mother’s womb. Job and Isaiah talk about God
shaping and forming usin the womb. Yes, thetruth of lifeis, every
life is the work of God’s hands.” Rev. Dr. James|. Lamb, former
executive director of Lutherans For Life
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JANUARY 19, 2025
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

SERVANTSOF THE LORD TODAY:
GREETER: 8:30-Pat Gilbert | 10:45-Irene Graham
SOUND: 8:30-Josh Miller | 10:45-Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30-]Jan Stryker

SONG LEADER: 8:30-Emma Fliszar | 10:45-Volunteer needed
LITURGIST: 8:30-Patty Stein | 10:45-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30-Kathy Ballek | 10:45-Jim Femister
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler

USHER: 8:30-Jan Stryker | 10:45-Irene Graham
COMMUNION: 8:30-Patty Stein | 10:45-Lyn Stryker
ALTAR GUILD: Jan Stryker & Volunteer needed
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker, Karen Brown

SEXTON: Volunteers needed

PHONETREE: Jim Femister

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: Pat Gilbert (610-867-7759)

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch

a congregation of the

H y
ﬁ@ﬁ NORTH AMERICAN |

[ LUTHERAN({Z

- CHURCH Qs
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 867-6231 T Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 867-9725 T Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735 t FAX (610) 867-3755

www.holycrossbethlehem.org

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director T Karen Brown, Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton 1  Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechsler, Bookkeeper T  Jim Femister, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM T Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hynns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by Intemational Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-

sons Copyright 2007 by Augsburg Fortress. “A Litany for Life” adapted from Lutherans For Life.
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