
Full Service Bulletin
PRAISE SERVICE

MAY 12, 2024
SEVENTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER

MOTHER’S DAY
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, look up the Scripture
readings and pray.  You may
pray: God of grace, You have
given us minds to know You,
hearts to love You, and voic-
es to sing Your praise.  Fill
us with Your Spirit, that we
may celebrate Your glory
and worship You in spirit
and truth, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
AMEN.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all
ages.  The Children’s Library
is available if a child needs a
break during the service.

INTRODUCTION
The gospel for Easter’s sev-
enth Sunday is always taken
from the long prayer Jesus
prays for His followers in
John’s gospel on the night
before His death, and always
includes Jesus’ desire that His
followers will be one as He
and the Father are one.  This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or
institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love and
joy.  This oneness is the work of the Spirit Whom we have received but also
await.  Come, Holy Spirit!
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WELCOME AND MEDITATION
(Please rise.)

ASCENSION GOSPEL …..Luke 24:44-53……….....Pg. 1644
P:  The Gospel for Ascension is from Luke, the 24th Chapter.

GATHERING HYMN
“The Head That Once Was Crowned” (ELW # 432)

INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, ╬ Son, and Holy Spirit, one

God, Who calls us beloved children, Who gathers us into one
flock, Who guides us into all truth.

C: AMEN.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:  If we claim to be to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the

truth is not in us.  Let us confess our sins, for God is faithful and
just and will forgive us and purify us from all unrighteousness.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

P:  Faithful and just God, C: we confess our sin.  We are
captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways of dark-
ness that lead to death.  We confess our failure to live
fully the good news of the resurrection.  We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved one
another as You have loved us.  Forgive us, God of mer-
cy.  Let Your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives
and make us new; that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways, and know the abundant life given in
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN.

P: This is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  In the name of ╬
Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your sins are forgiven.  Let
the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and in-
spire you to live for others.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”
(WOV # 671 verses 1-3 - requested favorite - Donald Fishel) →
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: God, our creator and redeem-

er, Your Son Jesus prayed that His followers might be
one.  Make all Christians one with Him as He is one
with You, so that in peace and concord we may carry to
the world the message of Your love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 1 (congregation: indented)
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers.
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But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on His law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season

and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.

Not so the wicked!
They are like chaff  that the wind blows away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.)
“I Love You, Lord” (Maj # 214 - favorite - Laurie Klein)

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)
FIRST READING ....Acts 1:12-26……………...….…..p.  1691
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING….1 John 5:9-13…………….......p.  1903
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”  verse 1 (SBH # 542)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….John 17:6-19…………………...………..….p.  1680
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 4 ↑
(Young children go to Children’s Church)

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“Presenting the Gospel: Part II”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!” (WSH # 62)
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SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part II. The Creed:
L:  What is The Second Article of the Creed: On Redemption?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our Lord, Who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third
day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

L:  What does this mean?
C: I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Fa-

ther in eternity and also truly man, born of the Virgin
Mary.  He is my Lord!  He redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person, bought and won me from all sins,
death and the authority of the Devil.  It did not cost
Him gold or silver, but His holy, precious blood, His in-
nocent body--His death!  Because of this, I am His very
own, will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him
righteously, innocently and blessedly forever, just as He
is risen from death, lives and reigns forever.  This is
most certainly true!

OFFERING (Please sit.)
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!

MISSION MOMENT
Honoring Mothers – Baby Bottle Campaign Kickoff

(Men, young ladies who are not mothers and children stand in
place to sing in honor of all mothers)

MOTHER’S DAY HYMN
“Faith of Our Mothers” (Tune: Maj # 330 – favorite) →
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you

up and restore you to wholeness.
C: AMEN. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Jesus Christ, the Word of life, bless you and send you to be His

witnesses.
C: AMEN. Come, Holy Spirit.
P: God the Holy Spirit, Who renews the whole earth, refresh you

in the gift of baptism this day and always.

C:

SENDING HYMN (Please rise.) “Because He Lives”
(Maj # 260 - favorite - William & Gloria Gaither) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Holy Cross to the glory of God

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Sharon Branigan in honor of daughter Monica’s birthday
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MAY  12, 2024
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETER:  8:30-Sarah Barlow / 10:45–Sharon Branigan
LIVESTREAM:  8:30-Mike Zyskowski
SOUND:  8:30-Josh Miller / 10:45-Ken Yoxheimer
SONG LEADER:  Pastor David
LITURGIST:  8:30-Pat Gilbert / 10:45-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30-Jim Femister / 10:45-Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Ruthann Kistler
ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Branigan, Irene Graham
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
GRASS:  Lyn Stryker, Melissa Yalch, Volunteer
HOSPITALITY:  Holy Cross Social Ministry
PHONETREE:  Jonathan Mosebach
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE:  call Ruthann Kistler  (610) 217-0397

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted from Luther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 867-6231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com or www.holycrossbethlehem.life
CHURCH STAFF

Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary

Volunteers Needed, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Pre-school
Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


