
HOLY COMMUNION
FEBRUARY 18, 2024

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduc-
tion, find the Scripture readings in your Bible or the pew Bible, and pray.
You may pray: Bless us,
O God, with a reverent
sense of Your presence,
that we may be at peace
and may worship You
with all our mind and
spirit; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
On Ash Wednesday the
church began its journey
with Christ toward the
cross.  This year, the Sun-
days in Lent lead us to
focus on five covenants
God makes in the Hebrew
Scriptures and to use
them as lenses though
which to view baptism.
First Peter connects the
way God saved Noah’s
family in the flood with
the way God saves us
through the water of bap-
tism.  The baptismal cov-
enant is made with us
individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the
whole world.
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COMMEMORATION
Martin Luther, renewer of the church (1483–1546): For those in the habit
of remembering the work of Martin Luther on Reformation Day, this com-
memoration may seem out of place. But it is a custom to remember saints on
the day of their death, their “heavenly birthday.”  On this day Luther died at
the age of 62.  For a time, he was an Augustinian monk, but it is his work as a
biblical scholar, translator of the Bible, reformer of the liturgy, theologian,
educator, and father of German vernacular literature that holds him in our
remembrance.  In Luther’s own judgment, the greatest of all of his works was
his catechism, written to instruct people in the basics of faith.  And it was his
baptism that sustained him in his trials as a reformer.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
(Please rise.)

GATHERING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
← (Maj # 13  favorite Martin Luther, trans. Frederick H. Hedge)

THE INVOCATION (SBH page 15)
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN.

THE ORDER OF PUBLIC CONFESSION (pages 250252)
P: Dearly Beloved:  The Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ has

been instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those
who humbly confess their sins, and who hunger and thirst after
righteousness.  Forasmuch as we intend to come to the Lord’s Ta-
ble, it becomes us diligently to examine ourselves as St. Paul ex-
horted us.  We find, when we do this, that we are under the domin-
ion of sin and death.  To save us from death, make us children of
God and exalt us to everlasting life, our Lord Jesus Christ had mer-
cy on us, took our nature upon Him, and Himself became obedient
unto death.  In order that we should believe this with greater confi-
dence and be strengthened in cheerful obedience to His will, He has
instituted the Sacrament of the Altar in which He gives us His Body
and His Blood to eat and to drink.  Whoever eats this Bread and
drinks this Cup, firmly believing the words of Christ, lives in Christ
and Christ in him, and has eternal life.  We should also do this in
remembrance of Him, showing His death, that He was delivered for
our offences and raised again for our justification.  For all that He
has done we are bound to give Him most hearty thanks, to take up
our cross and follow Him, and as He gave commandment, to love
one another as He has loved us.  For as we are all partakers of this
one Bread and drink of this one Cup, so are we all one body in Him.
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P:  Let us pray together: C: Almighty God, unto Whom all
hearts are open, all desires known, and from Whom no
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. AMEN.

P: I ask you in the presence of God, Who searches the heart:
Do you confess that you are by nature a most unworthy sinner,
and that you have grievously offended against Him, in thought,
word, and deed, and have merited only His wrath and condem-
nation?

C: I do so confess.
P: Do you trust entirely in the mercy of God in Jesus Christ?
C: I do so trust.
P: Do you promise heartily to forgive others, as you believe that

God forgives you, and to serve Him henceforth in newness of
life, to the glory of His holy Name?

C: I do so promise.
P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring

His forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

C: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto You that I
have grievously sinned against You in many ways; not
only by outward transgressions, but also by secret
thoughts and desires which I cannot fully understand,
but which are all known unto You.  I do earnestly re-
pent, and am heartily sorry for these my offences, and I
beseech You of Your great goodness to have mercy up-
on me, and for the sake of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ
our  Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my
infirmities. AMEN.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of His dear
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, forgives us all our sins.  As a Minis-
ter of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore de-
clare unto you who do truly repent and believe in Him, the en-
tire forgiveness of all your sins:  In the Name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: AMEN.
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P:  On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the im-
penitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their
impenitence, God has not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly
visit their iniquities upon them, if they do not turn from their
evil ways, and come to true repentance and faith in Christ, be-
fore the day of grace is ended.

THE GREETING (Please rise.) (page 252)

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and
the Communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

PRAISE SONG “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
(ELW # 325  AfricanAmerican Spiritual)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: Holy God, heavenly Father,

in the waters of the flood You saved the chosen, and in
the wilderness of temptation You protected Your Son
from sin.  Renew us in the gift of baptism.  May Your
holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

(Please sit.)

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 25 (congregation: indented)

To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul;

in You I trust, O my God.
Do not let me be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.
No one whose hope is in You will ever be put to shame,

but they will be put to shame

who are treacherous without excuse.
Show me Your ways, O LORD,

teach me Your paths;
guide me in Your truth and teach me, for You are God my Savior,

and my hope is in You all day long.
Remember, O LORD, Your great mercy and love,

for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;

according to Your love remember me,

for You are good, O LORD.
Good and upright is the LORD;

therefore He instructs sinners in His ways.
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He guides the humble in what is right

and teaches them His way.
All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful

for those who keep the demands of His covenant.
For the sake of Your name, O LORD,

forgive my iniquity, though it is great.
Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD?

He will instruct him in the way chosen for him.
He will spend his days in prosperity,

and his descendants will inherit the land.
The LORD confides in those who fear Him;

He makes His covenant known to them.
My eyes are ever on the LORD,

for only He will release my feet from the snare.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,

for I am lonely and afflicted.
The troubles of my heart have multiplied;

free me from my anguish.
Look upon my affliction and my distress

and take away all my sins.

LENTEN EXHORTATION (Please rise.)
“Return to the Lord, Your God”  (LBW p 83)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

FIRST READING ....Genesis 9:817 …………...……… p. 13
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ….Romans 12:110 ..………….p. 1763
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“O Lord Throughout These Forty Days” verses 12 (LBW # 99)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Mark 1:915……………...……….……...Pg. 1552
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verses 34 ↑
(Young children go to Children’s Church)

SERMON (Please sit.) Rev. Al
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“And Can it Be that I Should Gain?” (Majesty # 245  favorite)
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heav-
en and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father, through Him all things were made.  For us
and our salvation He came down from heaven; He was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made
man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures, He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead: and His king-
dom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, with the Father
and the Son He is worshipped and glorified, He has spoken
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and ap-
ostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)

(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

WE RECEIVE CHRIST’S COVENANTAL MEAL
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)

P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord,
holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid Your people
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of
grace that belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name
and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” (WOV p 22)

PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, our living water and our merciful guide, together

with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify
You.  You led Your people Israel through the desert, and pro-
vided them water from the rock.  We praise You for Christ, our
rock and our water, Who joined us in our desert, pouring out
His life for the world.
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In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do
this for the remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new cove-
nant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.

Remembering, therefore, His life, death, and resurrection, we
await Your salvation for all this thirsty world.  Pour out Your
Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this
feast:  wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our jour-
ney by the love of Christ.  Through Him all glory and honor is
Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy
church, both now and forever.  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung to the Albert Hay Malotte tune)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you.
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior may partake.
Please fill out a communication card and put it in the plate with your
offering.  Take a regular or rice (blue) wafer and a prefilled glass of
wine (red) or grape juice (white).  Those not ready to receive commun-
ion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p 25) →
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1.  Thy Holy Wings (WOV # 741)
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2.  “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go ” (Maj # 508  favorite)

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.)

L:  Let us pray together: C: Merciful God, accompany
our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in
the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those
who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self
indulgence, and above all that we may find our
treasure in the life of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING
P:  The blessing of God Almighty, the wisdom and power of ╬

Jesus Christ, and the light of the Holy Spirit be among you and
remain with you always. C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (Maj # 519  favorite) →

PASSING THE PEACE
P:  As we leave to serve the risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
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FEBRUARY 18 2024
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETER:  8:30Sally Stein / 10:45Irene Graham
SONG LEADER:  Nancy Cook
SOUND:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM:  8:30Jan Stryker
LITURGIST:  8:30Patty Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Alyce Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Ruthann Kistler
USHER:  8:30Jan Stryker / 10:45Irene Graham
COMMUNION SERVER:  8:30Patty Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Branigan, Irene Graham
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
PHONETREE:  Jonathan Mosebach
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE:  call Pat Gilbert (610) 8677759

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Irene & Gary Graham
in Honor of their Wedding Anniversary

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com or www.holycrossbethlehem.life

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
andSundays and SeasonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.


