MISSION SERVICE
FEBRUARY 11, 2024
LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY:
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, ““Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION

Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, ook up the Scripture
readings and pray. You may pray:
God of grace, You have given us
mindsto know You, heartsto love
Y ou, and voicesto sing Your
praise. Fill uswith Your Spirit,
that we may celebrate Your glory
and wor ship You in spirit and
truth, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. AMEN.
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CHILDREN A

We wel come children of all ages. Jesus was transfigured
The Children’s Library is available - tsha

i a child needs a break during the beforethém
service.

&

INTRODUCTION

The Sundays after Epiphany began
with Jesus’ baptism and end with
three disciples’ vision of His trans- |
figuration. In Mark’s story of Je-
sus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus
sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But now
Jesus’ three closest friends hear the
same words naming Him God’s beloved Son. As believers, Paul writes, we
are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God Who
created light in the first place has shonein our heartsto give usthat vision.
The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and
shinesin us also for othersto see.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION




ST. DENIO

Walter Chalmers Smith Welsh Melody
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2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast - ing, and  si - lent as light,
3 To all, life Thou giv - est, to both great and  small;
4 Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of  light,
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1 In light in -ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
2 Nor want-ing, nor wast -ing, Thou rul-est in might;

3 In all life Thou liv - est, the true life of all;
4 Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing their  sight;
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1 Most  bless-ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of  Days,

2 Thy  jus - tice like moun-tains high soar -ing a - bove
3 We blos - som and flour -ish  as leaves on the  tree,
4 Al praise we would ren - der: O help us to see
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1 Al - might-y, vic - to-rious, Thy great name we raise,
2 Thy clouds, which are foun-tains o good ness and  love.
3 And with -er and per- ish— but nau ht chang-eth  Thee.
4 °’Tis on - ly the splendor of t h1d eth Thee. A- men.
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CALL TO WORSHIP ....Psalm 50:1-6

(congregation reads indented)

The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from therising of the sun tothe placewhereit sets.
From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.
Our God comes and will not be silent;
afire devours before Him,
and around Him a tempest rages.
He summons the heavens above,
and the earth, that He may judge His people:
“Gather to me My consecrated ones,
who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.”
And the heavens proclaim His righteousness,
for God Himself isjudge.

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
« “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (Maj # 42 - favorite)

| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: We gather In the name of the Father, and of the 4+ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P. Trusting in Jesus Christ, Who came to share our humanity and
bring light to this broken world, let us come before God without
fear to make our confession.

(Please knedl. Slenceiskept for reflection and personal confession.)

P: Comforting God, C: We confess before You and in the
presence of one another that we are sinnerswho fail to
liveas You desire. So often we place our trust in our-
selvesand not in you. We do not love each other as'Y ou
have commanded. Because of us, all creation suffers.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, forgiveus. In
Your boundless patience and mercy, lead usto live by

faith in Your promise. AMEN.

P. God’s love for us is greater than all our sins. God promises full
pardon and complete forgiveness to all who turn from sin,
known and unknown, and place their trust in Christ, the light of
the world. Hear and believe the good news that all your sins are
forgiven. With God, nothing isimpossible.

C: AMEN.
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GREETING (Pleaserise)
P. The people who walked in darkness have seen agreat light. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.”” (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Christ Be Our Light™
(ELW # 715 - Bernadette Farrell)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let uspray together: C: Almighty God, there-
splendent light of Your truth shines from the mountain-
top into our hearts. Transfigureusby Your beloved
Son, and illumine the world with Your image, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who livesand reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er. AMEN.

(Please sit.)

PRAISE SONG “Beautiful Savior”
(ELW # 838 verses 1,3 - favorite) —
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; i Joseph AL Seiss, 18231904 Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tne, 1842

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

FIRST READING....2 Kings 2:1-12

..Pg. 570

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

SECOND READING....2 Corinthians 4:1-6.............Pg. 1797
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus™ (Maj # 491 refrain - favorite) —
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WORDS and MUSIC: Helen H. Leramel (1864-1961)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ...Mark 9:2-13.......uueeiii e e, Pg. 1567
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION *“Majesty!”
(Maj # 1 - favorite - Jack Hayford)
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(Young children go to Children’s Church)
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(Please sit. See outline in Announcementsinsert.)

SERMON “The Best Is Yet To Come”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)
(Pleaserise.)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus on the

Mountain Peak”™

(ELW# 317 - Text: Brian A. Wren; Tune: Mark Sedio)
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glo-ry blaz - ing; let us, if we dare to speak,
i - jah speak - ing. All the proph-ets and the law
in 1ts thun -  der Je -sus as  the Son by name!
sing be - fore him, first and last and on - ly One.
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join the saints  and an - gels prais - ing.
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Na - tions, cry a - loud in won - der:
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SMALL CATECHISM READING

L: Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small Cat-
echism, Appendix Il - Return Thanks at Meals:

. After eating, likewise, we should fold our hands and say reverently:
C: O givethankstothelLord, for Heisgood and His steadfast
love enduresforever. He providesfood for the cattle and
for theyoungravensthat cry to Him. Hisdelight isnot in
the strength of the horse, nor isHeimpressed with human

strength; but the Lord takes pleasurein those who fear
Him and put their hopein Hisunfailing love. (Psaim 106:1;
147:9-11)
After this, pray the Lord’s Prayer and the following prayer:

: Wegivethanksto You, Lord God our Father, for all Your
benefits, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who livesand
reignsforever. Amen.
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OFFERING

We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever. The plateislocated at the back of the center aidle. Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out. Thank You!

MI1SSION MOMENT (Pleasesit.) Soup Ministry Report

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please knedl)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING

P. May thelove of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, fill your
hearts and illumine your path, that you may be beacons of light
for the sake of the whole world. Almighty God, Father, 4- Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN (Pleaserise) “Shine, Jesus, Shine™
(ELW# 671 - favorite - Graham Kendrick) —

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyoneisinvited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Shacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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FEBRUARY 11, 2024
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

SERVANTSOF THE LORD THISWEEK
GREETER: 8:30-Sarah Barlow / 10:45-1rene Graham
SOUND: 8:30-Chris Chmela/ 10:45-Ken Y oxheimer
LIVE STREAM: 8:30-Jan Stryker

SONG LEADER: Peastor David

LITURGIST: 8:30-Seth Miller / 10:45-Lyn Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30-Penny Miller / 10:45-Lyn Stryker
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler

ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Branigan, Irene Graham
COUNTERS: Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
HOSPITALITY: Holy Cross Socia Ministry
PHONETREE: Jonathan M osebach

PRAY ER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: call Ruthann Kistler (610) 217-0397

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY::
Holy Crossto the glory of God

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 867-6231 t Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735 t Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
www . holycrossbethlenem.com or www.holycrossbethlehem.life

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director T Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton T  Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechder, Treasurer T Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM t Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress. Hymns used by permission of Onelicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress. Small Catechism reading adapted from Luther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.
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