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HOLY COMMUNION
JANUARY 21, 2024
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION

During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction,
peruse the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus
your thoughts on the Lord. You may pray: Merciful God, we come to Your
tabletrusting not in our own righteousness, but in Your abundant mer -
cy. Grant ussoto eat and drink the body and blood of Your dear Son,
that we may livein Him and Hein us, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages. The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION

Sories of the call to discipleship continue as the time after Epiphany plays
out the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world.
Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance
right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a ssimilar way.
Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of
discipleship. Sill, the two sets of fisherman brothers |eave everything they
have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for men.




COMMEMORATION

Agnes, martyr (c. 291-c. 304); Agneswasa girl of about thirteen living in
Rome who had chosen a life of service to Christ as a virgin, despite the Ro-
man emperor Diocletian’s ruling that had outlawed all Christian activity.
The details of her martyrdom are not clear, but she gave witness to her faith
and was put to death as a result, most likely by the sword. Snce her death,
the church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Grace Greater Than Our Sin” (favorite) ....... Majesty # 482

| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)
P.: We gather In the name of the Father, and of the 4- Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P. Trusting in Jesus Christ, Who came to share our humanity and
bring light to this broken world, let us come before God without
fear to make our confession.

(Please kneel. Slenceiskept for reflection and personal confession.)

P: Comforting God, C:. We confessbefore You and in the
presence of one another that we are sinnerswho fail to
liveas You desire. So often we place our trust in our-
selvesand not in you. We do not love each other as'You
have commanded. Because of us, all creation suffers.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, forgiveus. In
Y our boundless patience and mercy, lead usto live by
faith in Your promise. AMEN.

P. God’s love for us is greater than all our sins. God promises full
pardon and complete forgiveness to all who turn from sin, known
and unknown, and place their trust in Christ, the light of the
world. Hear and believe the good news that al your sins are for-
given. With God, nothing isimpossible.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Pleaserise)

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen agreat light. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God” (wov p 29)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let uspray together: C. Almighty God, by grace alone
You call usand accept usin Your service. Strengthen
usby Your Spirit, and make usworthy of Your call,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

(Please sit.)

RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 62 (congregation: indented)
My soul finds rest in God aone;

my salvation comes from Him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation;

Heismy fortress, | will never be shaken.
How long will you assault a man?

Would all of you throw him down—
this leaning wall, this tottering fence?

They fully intend to topple him from hislofty place;

they take delight in lies. With their mouths they bless,

but in their heartsthey curse.
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;

my hope comes from Him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation;

Heismy fortress, | will not be shaken.
My salvation and my honor depend on God,;

Heis my mighty rock, my refuge.
Trust in Him at all times, O people;

pour out your heartsto Him, for God isour refuge.
Lowborn men are but a bresath,

the highborn are but a Iiei



If weighed on a balance, they are nothing;
together they are only a breath.
Do not trust in extortion or take pride in stolen goods;
though your richesincrease,
do not set your heart on them.
One thing God has spoken,
two things have | heard:
that You, O God, are strong,
and that You, O Lord, areloving.
Surely Y ou will reward each person
accor ding to what he has done.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

FIRST READING....Jonah 3:1-10.........ceveeerienn., Pg. 1438
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.
SECOND READING....1 Corinthians 7:25-31.......... Pg. 1779

P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“His Name Is Wonderful” (Maj # 173 - favorite - Audrey Mieir)
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Slower on repeat
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.

C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ...Mark 1:14-20... ..., Pg. 1552

P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

(Young children go to Children’s Church)
SERMON (Pleasesit. See outlinein Announcementsinsert.)
“Jesus Calls Ordinary People™
WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
(Romans 15:13)
HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore™
(ELW # 817 - Cesareo Gabarain)
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small boat;

now with you,

I will seek oth-er seas.

A LITANY FOR LIFE (Pleasekned.)
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. O God, in Whom we live and move and have our being:

: Have mercy on us.

O God, Y ou are the author of life:

. Grant that all may respect the sanctity of the gift of life

O God, Your gift is not diminished by change or circumstance:

: Help all peopleto seethe value of human life and that

we are all equal before Y ou.

O Giver of Life, in mercy grant repentance to those who wrest
life from the womb:

. Father, for the sake of Christ, forgivethem, for they

know not fully what they do.
Father, to those who are troubled by a haunting sense of guilt:

: Bring them the freeing, healing love of Christ.

Father, Y ou have freed us from alife of death and despair:

: By the power of Christ’s resurrection help us to live a

life of faith and love.

Compassionate Christ, grant all a sincere concern for the un-
born, the developmentally disabled, the aged and all the vulner-
able in need of love and protection:

: May welovethem as You do.
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L: Gracious Father, turn the hearts of all people to Y ou and to respect
for the wondrous mystery that isthe gift of life.

C: Help usto seethat there are no men or women, none old
or young, none healthy or incapacitated that You do not
sustain and whom we should not protect.

P. Take away callousness, impatience, greed, and indifference from
our people that the church may unite with all people of noble mind
to care for those who experience life as a burden, to work for jus-
tice that al life may be protected by civil government, and to pray
for mercy in the face of all the livesthat have been lost. Use
Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Centers to rescue many lives.

C: Compassionate Christ, grant that we may all be channels
of Your saving, seeking love. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING

We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever. The plate is located at the back of the center aisle. Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or go
out. Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pleaserise)
. The LORD bewithyou. C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. C:. Welift them tothe LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

. Itisright to give our thanksand praise.
It isindeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at al times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Fa-
ther, through Christ our Lord. Inthe wonder and mystery of the
Word made flesh Y ou have opened the eyes of faith to anew and
radiant vision of Y our glory; that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God Whom we cannot see. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Y our
name and join their unending hymn: (WOV p 36) -
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AYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; brokeit, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take
and eat; thisis My body, given for you. Do thisfor the remem-
brance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it

for al to drink, saying: Thiscup isthe new covenant in My

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of Me.

Remembering, therefore, His preaching and healing, His dying and
rising, and His promise to come again, we await that day when all
the universe will rgoicein Your holy and life-giving light. By Your
Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of Y our Son.
Through Him all glory and honor is Y ours, Almighty Father, with
the Holy Spirit, in Your holy Church, both now and forever.

AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Ou

r Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy king-

dom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Giveusthis
day our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses, asweforgive
those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But

del

iver usfrom evil. For Thineisthekingdom, and the power, and

theglory, forever. AMEN. 9



COMMUNION (Please be seated)

P. Cometo the table of mercy, where the feast of lifeis spread.

All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may par-
take. Pleasefill out acommunication card and put it in the offering plate.
People who want to maintain greater physical distance can take a pre-filled
glass and stand a foot back from the altar rail. For a gluten-free rice wafer
(blue-green) say “Rice.” Grape juice (white) is in pre-filled glasses. Those
not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)

1. ““Dear Lord and Father of Mankind™
(LBW # 475 - favorite - Text: John G. Whittier; Tune: Frederick C. Maker)
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2 In sim - ple trust like theirs who heard, be - side the Syr - ian
3 Oh, Sab - bath rest by Gal - i - lee, oh, calm of hills a -
4 Drop thy still dews of  qui - et - ness, till all our striv - ings
s .
| ITY i | k, | - F'
& i
U '-l'- : T I I
WHYS] re - clothe us in our right - ful mind; in
sea, the gra - cious call - ing ol the Lord, let
bove: where Je - sus knelt o share with thee the
cease:; take from our souls the strain and stress, and
& , . .
e s s o e s B e e
1 [ 1 | |
8 ’ 3 ¢ 1=
pur - cr lives thy ser - vice find, in  deep - er  rev-‘rence, praise.
us, like them. with - out a word rise up and fol - low thee.
si - lence of € - ter -ni -y, in - ter - pret-ed by love!
let our or - dered lives con-fess the beau -ty  of thy peace.
2. ““Jesus Loves Me!”
(Maj # 423 - favorite - Text: Anna B. Warner; Tune: William B. Bradbury)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

PosST COMMUNION PRAYER (Pleaserise)

L: Let us pray together: C: Everlasting God, we bless
Y ou that You have brought usto the mountaintop and
fed uswith thelifeand light of Your Son. Send usin
His name from this placeto bring light into dark cor -
ners, healing wherelivesaretorn, and nourishment to
every hungry heart, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord ook upon you with favor and

=k give you peace. C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“| Have Decided To Follow Jesus” (Maj # 385 - favorite)
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1. I have de-cid-ed to fol-low Je-sus, I have de-cid -ed to fol-low

2. The world be-hind me, the cross be-fore me; The world be-hind me, the cross be-
3. Tho' none go with me, [ still will fol-low, Tho' none go with me, [ still will
4. Wil you de-cide now to fol-low Je - sus?Will vou de-cide now to fol- low

Ja -sus, I have de- r::d ed to fol-low Je- sus, No turn-ing bax:k no turn -ing back.
fore me; The world be-hind me, the cross be-fore me, No turn-ing back, no turn-ing back.
fol-low, Tho' none go with me, [ still will fol-low, No turn-ing hm::k, no turn-ing back.
Je-sus, Will wyou de- eu:le now to fol-low Je- sus? Mo turn-ing back, no turn-ing back.
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PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE
FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHM ENTS



JANUARY 21, 2024
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

SERVANTSOF THE LORD THISWEEK

GREETER: 8:30-Adam Barlow / 10:45-Irene G raham
SOUND: 8:30-Chris Chmela/ 10:45-Ken Y oxheimer

LIVE STREAM: 8:30-Mike Zyskowski

SONG LEADER: Nancy Cook

LITURGIST: 8:30-Patty Stein/ 10:45-VOLUNTEER NEEDED
ALTAR GUILD: Alyce Stein, Patty Stein

LECTOR: 8:30-Pat Gilbert / 10:45-Kathy Ballek
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Ruthann Kistler

USHER: 8:30-Karen Brown / 10:45-Irene Graham
COMMUNION: 8:30-Patty Stein/ 10:45 VOLUNTEER NEEDED
COUNTERS: Karen Brown, Mike & Bella Zyskowski
PHONETREE: Jonathan Mosebach

PRAYER CARE: Call Pat Gilbert (610) 867-7759

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Darlene Treisner in Memory of George Treisner

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY::
Holy Crossto the glory of God

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 867-6231 1 Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735 t Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
www . holycrossbethlenem.com or www.holycrossbethlehem.life

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor 1 Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director T Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Volunteers Needed, Sexton T Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechder, Treasurer t Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM t Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by Interational Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress. “A Litany for Life” adapted from, Lutherans For Life.
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