
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

September 2023 
 9/3 - Holy Communion – Blessing of Vocations 8:30/10:45 
   Congregational Forum 9:45 
 9/4 – HAPPY LABOR DAY!!!  
 9/6 - Special Time of Prayer about leaving the ELCA 6:30PM 
9/10 - Praise Service - VBS REUNION 8:30/10:45  
   RALLY DAY – New Sunday School year begins 9:45 
9/11 - Dart Baseball-Holy Cross @ Bethany UCC 
9/17 - Holy Communion 8:30/10:45 
   Congregational Meeting & Potluck Picnic 12 Noon  
9/18 - Dart Baseball-Trinity UCC @ Holy Cross 
9/20 - Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Joshua) begins 10AM 
9/24 - BIBLE TRANSLATION SUNDAY-Praise Service 8:30/10:45 
   Sunday Afternoon Bible Study (Joshua) begins 12:30PM 
9/25 - Dart Baseball-Holy Cross @ Fritz Wesleyan 



Council Actions: 
 
 

 
 
 

Council voted unanimously to have a Special Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, September 17th at 12 Noon to take our second (and final) vote to on 
withdrawing from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  In 
addition to that we will vote on adopting, “Here We Stand,” which further 
explains the reasons we are leaving the ELCA and vote about our new 
denominational affiliation.  A letter about this went out to all voting members. 
 
We are recommending that Holy Cross join the North American Lutheran 
Church (NALC) and also become an affiliate congregation of the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren (CLB).  These two denominations are very different, 
but we are united with them on the issues that are most important to us.  The 
areas where the two bodies diverge represent the areas of diversity within our 
congregation.  The NALC and CLB constitutions are available on their websites 
(www.thenalc.org/nalc-constitution/ and www.clba.org/documents).  Printed 
copies are also available in the church office.  
 
In preparation for this vote we will hold Congregational Forums on August 
20th, 27th and September 3rd during the Sunday School hour (9:45 AM).   
 
We will also have a Special Time of Prayer about this on Wednesday, 
September 6th at 6:30 PM.  Please join us in prayer about this important step 
in the life of our congregation.  
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Pastor David L. Brown 

2700 Jacksonville Road,  
Bethlehem, PA  18017 

610-867-6231 
Holycrossoffice@rcn.com 
Holycrosspastor@rcn.com 
hctreasurer3@gmail.com 

Website: HolyCrossBethlehem.com 

mailto:Holycrossoffice@verizon.net
mailto:Holycrosspastor@verizon.net
mailto:Holycrossfin@rcn.com


 

But… 
An exciting new school term is 

beginning on 
Rally Day 

Sunday, September 10th  
9:45 AM 

All ages will join together in  
Fellowship Hall to kick off a new year 

of fellowship and learning ! 
 
 

 



 
R ally Day 

For all ages  ! 

S eptember  10 
9:45 AM 

We will dis cover  together  through creative, 
vis ual and impactful s cientific exper iences  how 

God is  powerfully pres ent in our  lives . 

 
 



 



S mall groups  will begin 
s tudying 

 the book of 

 

the third full week of September. 
Look for the sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board across from the 
church office. 

 



Holy Cross is going to see 

 

At Sight and Sound 
 In Lancaster 

Thursday, November 30 
Followed by dinner at  

Hometown Kitchen 
8:15 AM– depart from Holy Cross parking lot 

11:00 AM-Miracle of Christmas show 
2:30 PM-approximate time for dinner 
6:00 PM-approximate time of return 

$146.00 each for adults 
 $107.00 for children 13 and under 

Interested?  See Ruthann Kistler 
Final payment due October 8, 2023 

 



BITS & PIECES 

 

 

 

 3 - Heidi Reppert 
 4 – Charlotte Gross 
 5 – Alan Davis 
11 - Amanda Wechsler 
15 - Elijah Quan 
17 - Joel Gross 
19 - Claire Farkas 
21 - Tom Stenhouse / Sally Lerch 
23 - Rodney Brown, Jr. 
24 - Jim Femister 
26 - Alex Reppert 
29 - Adele Zeiner 
30 - Mickey Donaldson /Jonna Tkacik 
 
John & Lisa Wechsler, 9/30/95 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

• Remember to let us know if you are in the hospital.  The hospitals do not 
automatically inform us.  Please contact us so that you can be visited. 

• If you move, are in a nursing home for a short period of time, or even go 
South for the winter, please let the church office know.  Bulk Mail is not 
forwarded.  We pay 59 cents for every newsletter that is returned to us.   

• MiniEPISTLE REMINDER: All information for the October miniEpistle is 
needed in the church office by September 15th (email submissions 
preferred).  

 



 

SEPTEMBER 2023 SERVANTS OF THE LORD 
  Sept 3 Sept 10 Sept 17 Sept 24 

Children's 
Chat 

8:30   Ruthann Kistler  Ruthann Kistler 

Communion 
Servers 

8:30  
 
 

10:45  

Patty Stein 
 
 
Lyn Stryker 

 Seth Miller,  
Mike Zyskowski , 
Bella Zyskowski 
Lyn Stryker 

 

Communion 
Visitors 

 Pastor David 
Sharon Branigan 

   

Sound 8:30  
10:45  

Chris Chmela 
Ken Yoxheimer 

Chris Chmela 
Ken Yoxheimer 

Chris Chmela 
Ken Yoxheimer 

Chris Chmela 
Jim Steiner 

Greeters 
 

8:30  
10:45 

Sally Stein 
Sharon Branigan 

Skylre Hahn 
Darlene Treisner 

Adam Barlow 
Irene Graham 

Sarah Barlow 
Sharon Branigan 

Grass 
Cutters 

 Rich Stein 
Jonathan Miller 

Lyn Stryker, 
Bruce Landis, 
Melissa Yalch 

Sam Glasmire, 
Rich Stein 

Chris Chmela,  
Pat Chmela,  
Jim Steiner 

Lectors 
 

8:30  
10:45 

Penny Miller 
Lyn Stryker 

Alyce Stein 
Jim Femister 

Ruthann Kistler 
Lyn Stryker 

Jim Femister 
Kathy Ballek 

Liturgist 
 

8:30  
10:45 

Patty Stein 
Lyn Stryker 

Pat Gilbert 
VOL NEEDED 

Seth Miller 
Lyn Stryker 

Patty Stein 
Marianne Sands 

Live Stream 8:30  Jan Stryker Mike Zyskowski Jan Stryker Mike Zyskowski 

Prayer Care  Sharon Branigan Ruthann Kistler Pat Gilbert Darlene Treisner 

Projector 8:30 
10:45 

Karen Brown 
VOL NEEDED 

Karen Brown 
VOL NEEDED 

Karen Brown 
VOL NEEDED 

Karen Brown 
VOL NEEDED 

Song Leader 8:30  
10:45 

Bella Zyskowski Mike Zyskowski Nancy Cook Pastor David 

Ushers 8:30 
10:45 

Jan Stryker 
Sharon Branigan 

 Jan Stryker 
Irene Graham 

 

Altar Guild:  Darlene Treisner , Diane Hahn          Counters:  Karen Brown, Jan Stryker      
PhoneTree:  Jonathan Mosebach 

 
  



SEPTEMBER 2023 
  

SUN. MON. TUES. WED. THUR. FRI. SAT. 

     1 2 
  

 
 

 
 
 

  10AM Bulletin 
Brigade 

 

 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

3  PENTECOST 14 4 LABOR DAY 5 6 7 8 9 

Blessing of Vocations 
8:30AM Communion 
9:45AM Sunday School / 

Congregational Forum 
10:45AM Communion 

  
 
7PM Darts 

Practice 
7PM Property 

 
 
6:30PM Special 

Time of Prayer 
about leaving 
the ELCA  

7:30PM AA (TR) 

 
12N AA (TR)  
 
6:30 Worship & 

Music 
 

10AM Bulletin 
Brigade 

 
 

 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

10  PENTECOST 15 11 12 13 14 15 16 
8:30AM Praise Service 
9:45AM Rally Day 
10:45AM Praise Service 
 
 
6:30PM Bridge of Hope 

10AM Social 
Ministry 

 
6:30PM BC1 begins 

@ Grace 
Deliverance 

7PM Dart Baseball  
@ Bethany UCC 

9AM Preschool 
 
6PM-Finance / 

Stewardship 
 
6:30-9:30PM 

Colonial 
Quilters 

9AM Preschool 
 
3:30PM Prayer 
 
6:30PM Christian 

Ed 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

7:15AM Leave for 
Theological 
Conference 

“Christ in Psalms” 
Abingdon, PA  

9AM Preschool 
 
12N AA (TR)  

10AM Bulletin 
Brigade 

 
mini EPISTLE 

DEADLINE 

8PM Men's 
Breakfast & 
Bible Study 

 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

17  PENTECOST 16 18 19 20 21 22 23 
8:30AM Communion 
9:45AM Sunday School 
10:45AM Communion 
12N Congregational 

Meeting & Picnic 

 
 
7PM Dart Baseball  

vs Trinity UCC 
(FH)  

 
 
 
 

9AM Preschool 
 
4:30PM 

Benevolence 
 

9AM Preschool 
10AM Bible Study 
 
3:30PM Prayer 
 
6PM Exec Comm 
6:30PM Council 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

9AM Preschool 
 
12N AA (TR) 
 
6:30PM HC Staff 

Meeting 
PRIORITY ONE 

MEN’S RETREAT 

10AM Bulletin 
Brigade 

   
 
 

 
MEN’S RETREAT 

 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 
 
 
 
MEN’S RETREAT 

24 PENTECOST 17 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Bible Translation Sunday 
8:30AM Mission Service 
9:45AM Sunday School  
10:45AM Mission Service 
12N Lunch 
12:30PM Bible Study 
 
6:30PM Bridge of Hope 

 
 
7PM Dart Baseball  

@ Fritz Wesleyan 
 

9AM Preschool 
 
 

9AM Preschool 
 
3:30PM Prayer 
4:30PM Outreach 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 

9AM Preschool 
 
12N AA (TR) 
 
 

10AM Bulletin 
Brigade 

 

 
 
7:30PM AA (TR) 
 

 
 

TTHHEE  mmiinnii  EEPPIISSTTLLEE  
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