SHINE JESUS “LIGHT,

PRAISE SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 10, 2023
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
RALLY DAY /VBSREUNION

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION

Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, look up the Scripture
readings and pray. You may pray: God of grace, You have given us minds
to know You, heartsto love You, and voicesto sing Your praise. Fill us
with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Y our glory and worship You in
spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

CHILDREN

We welcome children of all ages. The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION

Lifein community is a precious thing, but it easily breaks down if rumors
and idle talk are given free rein. In today’s gospel, Jesus prescribes a man-
ner for dealing with conflict in community life, a procedure reflected in
many congregations’ constitutions. The intent of such a form of church disci-
plineisto restore people to community life. May all who come to worship in
the presence of Christ today also find communities that seek to understand
one another in truth and in love.

PRELUDE “He Is the Light” (VBScd track # 2 - Jay Stocker)




WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Earth and All Stars!” (ELW# 731)
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1 Earthand all stars! Loud rush-ing plan - ets! Sing to the
2 Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm! Sing to the
3 Trum-pet and pipes! Loud clash-ing cym - bals! Sing to the
4 En - gines and steel! Loud pound-ing ham - mers! Sing to the
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Lord a new song! Oh, wvic - to - ry!
Lord a new song! Flow - ers and trees!
Lord a new song! Harp, lute, and lyre!
Lord a new song! Lime-stone and beams!
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Loudshout-ing ar - my! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Loud rus-tling dry leaves! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Loud hum-ming cel - los! Sing to the Lord a mnew song!
Loud build-ing work - ers! Sing to the Lord a new song!
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5 Classrooms and labs! 6 Knowledge and truth!

Loud boiling test tubes! Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band! Daughter and son!
Loud cheering peoplel Loud praying members!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refain Sing to the Lord a new song! Refain
@0 Texr: Herbert F Hrokering, b [926 EARTH AN ALL STARS

@ Thme: Dadad N Soknson, b (522 457 457 arnd refnnin

| NVOCATION (&= All may make the sign of the cross.)
P. Blessed be the Holy Trinity, J"L Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, Who is Sower, Seed and Fruit.

C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one anoth-
er

(Please knedl.)
P: God of heaven and earth,

C: Wename before You thesin that endaves us, the sin
that wounds us and others, the sin that scar s our world.
(Slence is kept for reflection.)

C: Forgiveusand heal us. Guard usfrom all evil. Giveto
us and the whole creation the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. AMEN.

P. Come, al who are weary, all who carry heavy burdens. Asten-
der as parent to child, so gentleis God to us. As high as heaven
Is above earth, so vast is God’s love for us. As far as east is
from west, so far God removes our sin, renewing our lives in 3
Jesus Christ.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please stand.)

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God from which
nothing can separate us, and the life-giving Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let all the peoples praise him.” (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Redeemed”
(Maj # 663 - favorite - Text: Fanny J. Crosby; Tune: Wm. J. Kirkpatrick) —
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1, Radeemed how I love to pro-claim it! Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb
2. Redeemed and sohap-py in Je - sus, No language my rapture can tell;

8. 1 think of my bless-ed Re-deem - er, I think of Him all the day long;
4. 1 know Ishallsee in His beau - ty, The King in whose law I de - light;
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Redeemed thro’ His in - fi-nite mer - cy, His child, and for-ev-er I am.
I know that the light of His pres - ence With me doth con-tin-ual-ly dwell.

I sing, for I can-not be si - lent, His love is the theme of my song.
Who lov -ing-ly guardeth my foot-ateps, And giv-eth me songs in the night
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re - deemed, Re-deemed by the blood of the Lamb;
redeemed,
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Re - deemed, re - deemed, His child, and for-ev- er, I
Redeemed, redeemed,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: TheLordbewithyou. C: And also with you.

L: Let uspray together: C:. O Lord God, enliven and pre-
serve Your church with Your perpetual mercy. With-
out Your help, we mortalswill fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead ustoward all that
giveslife and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. AMEN.
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RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 119:33-40

(congregation reads indented)
Teach me, O LORD, to follow Y our decrees,

then | will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and | will keep Y our law

and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of Y our commands,

for therel find delight.
Turn my heart toward Y our statutes

and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;

preserve my life accordingto Your word.
Fulfill Y our promise to Y our servant,

so that You may be feared.
Take away the disgrace | dread,

for Your laws are good.
How | long for Y our precepts!

Preserve my lifein Your righteousness.

PRAISE SONG (Pleasesit. VBS participants come forward.)
“Turn Your Eyes™ (VBScdtrack#5 - Helen H. Lemmel)

O-oh 0-0-oh, 0-oh, Jesus.
Versel: O soul, areyou weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see.

There’s light for a look at the Savior.
And life more abundant and free.

Modern Chorus:  Turn your eyes, Turn your eyes,
Turn your eyesupon Jesus.
Turn your eyes, Turn your eyes,
Turn your eyesupon Jesus.
Repeat Verse 1 and Chorus

O-oh 0-0-o0h, 0-oh, Jesus. O-oh 0-0-0h, 0-0h, Jesus.

Tradition Chorus:  Turn your eyesupon Jesus
L ook full in Hiswonderful face,
And thethings of earth
will grow strangely dim
In thelight of Hisglory and grace.
Modern Chorus

Oh, turn your eyesupon Jesus. O-oh o-o0-oh, 0-oh, Jesus.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

CHILDREN’S CHAT (8:30) Ruthann Kistler

PRAISE SONG “Light of the World” (VBScd # 8 - Jay Stocker)
Theworld is searching for an answer,
A ray of hopein a hopelessworld.
Who can weturn to?
Whereisour rescue?
There is someone, He’s the answer.
He’s the light, and He’ll light the way.
Hisnameis Jesus,
and He cameto save us.

Chorus. Heisthelight, light, light. Light of theworld,
And He shine. shine, shines All over the earth,
Shining bright, bright, bright.

Heisthelight of the world.
(Repeat)
(Repeat from beginning)

Woh-oh, woh, Woh-oh, woh, Woh-oh, woh. Chorus

FIRST READING ....Ezekiel 33:7-11.........Pew Bible p. 1339
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

SECOND READING ....Romans 13:8-14............... Pg. 1765
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanksbeto God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Pleaserise)
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” verse 1 (SBH # 188 2nd tune)
HERR JESU CHRIST, DICH ZU UNS WEND. L. M. Pensum Sacrum, Gérlitz, 1648
Adapted and harm by J. 5. BacH, 1685-1750
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fear to-day, To hear the truth and keep thy way.
grant us light That we may know thy Name a- right. A-men.
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P
Withelm II, Duke of Saxe-Weimar, 1598-1662

Tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-78 a,

P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th Chapter.
C: GlorytoYou, O Lord.

GOSPEL ....Matthew 18:15-20..........ccvvvecieeeenn., Pg. 1527
P: The Gospel of theLord. C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 2 1

(Please sit. See outline in Announcementsinsert.)
SERMON “Following God’s Path of Love”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Pleaserise)
“If That Isn’t Love” (Maj # 200 - Dottie Rambo) -
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1 He left the splen-dor of heav-en, Know-ing His des - ti-

2 E - ven in death He re- mem-bered The thief hang-ing by His
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SMALL CATECHISM READING

L: Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small
Catechism, Part Ill. The Lord’s Prayer:

What is The Sixth Petition?

: “And lead us not into temptation,” (Matthew 6:13)
Wheat does this mean?

. God, indeed, tempts no one, but we pray in thisrequest
that God will protect usand save us, so that the devil,
theworld and our bodily desireswill neither deceive us
nor seduce usinto unbelief, despair or other great and
shameful sins, and so that we will win and be victorious

in the end, even if they attack us.
What is The Seventh Petition?

. “But deliver us from evil.” (Matthew 6:13)
What does this mean?

: Wepray in thisrequest, asa summary, that our Father
in Heaven will save usfrom every kind of evil that
threatens body, soul, property and honor. We pray
that when at last our final hour has come, Hewill grant
us a blessed death, and gracioudy take us from thisval-
ley of tearsto Himself in heaven.

ornrorr

onorr

OFFERING

We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever. The plateislocated at the back of the center aidle. Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out. Thank You!

(Please sit.)

M1SSION MOMENT Cettification of Education Ministries

All involved in Christian Education please stand in place.

Christian Education Director :
Our Lord, Who came among us as a Servant, calls usto faith and
alife of loving service to our neighbor. Y ou stand among us as
persons called to service in the educational ministries of the
Church. Will you assume this ministry of the Church in the con-
fidence that it comes from God?

R: | will, and | ask God to help me.
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CE: Will you teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the
Confessions of the Lutheran Church?

R: | will, and | ask God to help me.

CE: Will you trust in God’s care, pray lovingly for those you serve,
strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gospel of God
with agodly life through your study of the Holy Scriptures and
faithfulness in your use of the means of grace and prayer?

R: | will, and | ask God to help me.

P. Almighty God, Who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you His grace and His Spirit to perform them.
C: Amen.

Church Council President or other officer:
On behalf of the Church Council of Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, I declare you certified to serve in the Church’s Minis-
try of Christian Education. May our Heavenly Father bless
you and guide you and keep you faithful as you serve.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please knedl)
(Response: L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven.
Give usthisday our daily bread; And forgive usour trespasses,
aswe forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver usfrom evil. For Thineistheking-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let uswalk in the light of the LORD! (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING

P. The God of al grace, Who has called you to eternal glory in
Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and 3~ bless you by the power
of the Holy Spirit now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN (Pleaserise)
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”” (SBH # 436 2nd tune - request)
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1 Re - joice, the Lord 1is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Our Sav - ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king-dom can - not  fail; he rules o’er earth and heav'n;
4 He sits  at God’s right hand  till all ~ his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks,and sing, and tri-umph ev - er - more:
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 18491936

PASSING THE PEACE

L: Asweleaveto servethe Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE “Shine His Light” (VBScd track # 1 - Sam Mizell)
“Shine” (VBScd track # 3 - Chris Sigh)

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyoneisinvited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Shacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2023
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SERVANTSOF THE LORD THISWEEK
GREETER: 8:30-Skylre Hahn/ 10:45-Darlene Treisner
SOUND: 8:30-Chris Chmela/ 10:45-Ken Y oxheimer
LIVE STREAM: 8:30-Mike Zyskowski

GUEST ORGANIST (by recording): Jack Psolka
SONG LEADER: 8:30-Mike Zyskowski

LITURGIST: 8:30-Pat Gilbert / 10:45-VOL NEED
CHILDREN’S CHAT: 8:30-Ruthann Kistler

LECTOR: 8:30-Alice Stein/ 10:45-Jim Femister
ALTAR GUILD: Darlene Treisner, Diane Hahn
COUNTERS: Jan Stryker, Karen Brown

GRASS CUTTERS:. Lyn Stryker, Bruce Landis, MelissaYalch
HOSPITALITY: Holy Cross Socia Ministry
PHONETREE: Jonathan M osebach

PRAY ER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: call Ruthann Kistler (610) 217-0397

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY::
Holy Crossto the glory of God

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 867-6231 T Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 867-9735 t Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
www.hol ycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor T Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director T Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton T Karen Steiner, Pre-school
LisaWechder, Treasurer t Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM t Sunday School - 9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art; Group Publishing. Hymns used by permission of Onelicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress. Small Catechism reading adapted from Luther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.
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