
HOLY COMMUNION
MARCH 19, 2023

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction,
peruse the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus
your thoughts on the Lord.  You may pray: Merciful God, we come to Your
table trusting not in our own righteousness, but in Your abundant mer-
cy.  Grant us so to eat and drink the body and blood of Your dear Son,
that we may live in Him and He in us, now and forever.  Amen.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages.  The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION
Baptism is sometimes called enlight-
enment.  The gospel for this Sunday
is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ.  “I was blind, but
now I see,” declares the man.  In
baptism God opens our eyes to see
the truth of who we are:  God’s be-
loved sons and daughters.  As David
was anointed king of Israel, in bap-
tism God anoints our head with oil,
and calls us to bear witness to the
light of Christ in our daily lives.

COMMEMORATION
Joseph, guardian of Jesus  The gospels are silent about much of Joseph’s
life. We know that he was a carpenter or builder by trade. The Gospel of
Luke shows him acting in accordance with both civil and religious law by
returning to Bethlehem for the census and by presenting the child Jesus in
the temple on the fortieth day after his birth. The Gospel of Matthew tells of
Joseph’s trust in God, who led him through visionary dreams. Because Jo-
seph is not mentioned after the story of a young Jesus teaching in the temple,
it is assumed that he died before Jesus reached adulthood.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
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GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.)

“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (favorite)  … SBH # 499 2nd tune

INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, ╬ Son and Holy Spirit, one

God, the well of eternal life, the light of the world, the breath
giving life to dry bones.

C: AMEN.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Gracious God,
C: We confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone.  Forgive us and give us strength to turn from
sin and to serve You in newness of life. AMEN.

P: By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us new birth, and
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives
us all our sins.  Almighty God strengthen us in all goodness and
keep us in eternal life.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please stand.)
P: The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of

God, and the life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

KYRIE (WOV p. 12)  (Congregation sings bold)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you.
L: Let us pray together: C:  Bend your ear to our pray-

ers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  By Your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our
hearts, and anoint us with Your Spirit, for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 23 (congregation: indented)

The LORD is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures,
He leads me beside quiet waters,

He restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake.
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Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,

for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

CHORUS “Surely Goodness and Mercy” (Maj # 361  favorite)

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)
(Please sit.)

FIRST READING .... 1 Samuel 16:113 ……………… Pg. 443
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING …. Ephesians 5:114 ………… Pg. 1822
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please remain seated)
“Open My Eyes, that I May See”  verse 1  (Maj # 403  favorite)

P:  A dramatic reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John,
the 9th Chapter. C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….John 9:141 ……………………………... Pg. 1664
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 2 ↑

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“Personal Encounters with Jesus: A Blind Man”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“The Light of the World Is Jesus”  ……………. Majesty # 641
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heav-

en and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father; through Him all things were made.  For us
and for our salvation He came down from heaven; was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made
man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Fa-
ther and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who has spoken
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and ap-
ostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  We pray to the Lord; C: Lord, have mercy.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)
P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord.  You bid Your people cleanse their hearts and pre-
pare with joy for the paschal feast.  Renew our zeal in faith and life,
and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of
God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

“Salvation Belongs to Our God” (WOV p47)
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PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, our living water and our merciful guide, together

with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify
You.  You led Your people Israel through the desert, and pro-
vided them water from the rock.  We praise You for Christ, our
rock and our water, Who joined us in our desert, pouring out
His life for the world.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do
this for the remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new cove-
nant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.

Remembering, therefore, His life, death, and resurrection, we
await Your salvation for all this thirsty world.  Pour out Your
Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this
feast:  wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our jour-
ney by the love of Christ.  Through Him all glory and honor is
Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy
church, both now and forever. C: AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

COMMUNION (Please be seated)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake.  Please fill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate.  We have returned to kneeling for communion by “tables.”  Peo-
ple who want to minimize contact and maintain greater physical dis-
tance can take a prefilled glass and stand a foot back from the altar
rail.  For a glutenfree rice wafer (bluegreen) say “Rice.”  Grape juice
(white) is in prefilled glasses.  Those not ready to receive communion
may come for a blessing.
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “Sweet Hour of Prayer”……..…….…..Majesty # 515 (favorite)

2. “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” …………..….WOV # 745
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.)

L:   Let us pray together: God of mercy, we give You thanks
for seating us at Your table and serving us with the food
of eternal life.  We who once were dead are now living
members of Your Son, awakened by the breathing of
Your Spirit.  Send us out to awaken others to the mys-
tery of Your love, which is revealed to all the world in
the One Who came to give Himself away, Jesus Christ
our Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING
P: God the Father, ╬ Son, and Holy Spirit watch over your going

out and your coming in, from this time forth and forevermore.
C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “He Leadeth Me” (favorite) .. Majesty # 454 →
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PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-

sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.

MARCH 19, 2023
FOURTH  SUNDAY IN LENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
COVER ART: Nicole LoConte
GREETERS:  8:30Skylre Hahn / 10:45Irene Graham
SOUND:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM:  8:30Jan Stryker
PROJECTION:  Karen Brown
SONG LEADER:  8:30Bella Zyskowski, Nancy Cook
LITURGIST:  8:30Mike Zyskowski / 10:45Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Alyce Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
DRAMATIC GOSPEL:

8:30Josh Miller, Mike & Penny Miller, Joe and Adam Barlow
10:45Jim Femister, Ken & Cindy Yoxheimer, Rich & Nancy Schmidt

USHERS:  8:30Jan Stryker / 10:45Irene Graham
COMMUNION:  8:30Mike Zyskowski, Bella Zyskowski, Seth Miller

/ 10:45Lyn Stryker
ALTAR GUILD:  Irene Graham, Sharon Branigan
PHONETREE: Volunteer Needed
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
HOSPITALITY:  Holy Cross Social Ministry
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE:  call Pat Gilbert (610) 8677759

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Holy Cross to the glory of God

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


