
Celebrating 65 Years

MISSION SERVICE
FEBRUARY 26, 2023

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, look up the Scripture
readings and pray.  You may pray: Send Your grace upon us, O God.  Sancti-
fy us and  turn our thoughts toward holiness, so that with a pure con-
science we may offer to You the sacrifice of praise, through the mercy and
compassion of Your only, begotten Son. AMEN.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages.  The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION
In today’s reading from Deuteronomy, Moses admonishes the people in the
wilderness to treasure his words in their hearts. He implores them to internal-
ize the commandments, invoking a blessing on all who honor the statutes and
a curse on those who would turn from them.  Echoing our psalm imploring the
Lord to be our rock of safety, Jesus tells us the parable of the house built on
solid rock. Rains, floods, and winds hit it, yet it stood firmly on its foundation.
In contrast, the house built on sand, collapsed in ruin. Our firm foundation of
faith, grounded in Scripture, will be our support in times of crisis.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
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INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, ╬ Son and Holy Spirit, one

God, the well of eternal life, the light of the world, the breath
giving life to dry bones. C: AMEN.

CALL TO CONFESSION ….Deuteronomy 11:1823, 2528
If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to

follow—to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways and to
hold fast to him—then the LORD will drive out all these nations
before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and stronger than
you. No man will be able to stand against you. The LORD your
God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of you on the
whole land, wherever you go.

See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse—the
blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I
am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the
LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today
by following other gods, which you have not known.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please kneel.)
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

(“Kyrie” WOV p 28)

(Silence is kept
for reflection.)
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P:  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
C: have mercy on us.
L:  For selfcentered living, and for failing to walk with humility and

gentleness:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
P:  For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at

rest with ourselves.
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
L:  For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the

image of God in others:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
P:  For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that

create strife and warfare:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
L:  For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with

the fruits of creation:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
P:  For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
L:  For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the

gifts of love and grace:
C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have

mercy on us.
P:  In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.  Through the Holy
Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim the
mighty acts of the One who called us out of darkness into His mar-
velous light.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ╬
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P: The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God,

and the life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “To God Be the Glory”
(Maj # 31  favorite)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: God of justice and mercy,

from Whose glory all have fallen short, and by Whose
free gift all may be saved through faith in Your Son:
help us to hear His voice and to know Your will, that
our lives may be built securely upon the only sure foun-
dation, Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 31:15, 1924
(congregation reads indented)

In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in Your righteousness.
Turn Your ear to me,

come quickly to my rescue;
be my rock of refuge,

a strong fortress to save me.
Since You are my rock and my fortress,

for the sake of Your name lead and guide me.
Free me from the trap that is set for me,

for You are my refuge.
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Into Your hands I commit my spirit;
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

How great is Your goodness,
which You have stored up for those who fear You,

which You bestow in the sight of men
on those who take refuge in You.

In the shelter of Your presence
You hide them from the intrigues of men;

in Your dwelling You keep them safe
from accusing tongues.

Praise be to the LORD,
for He showed His wonderful love to me
when I was in a besieged city.

In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from Your sight!”
Yet You heard my cry for mercy
when I called to You for help.

Love the LORD, all His saints!
The LORD preserves the faithful,
but the proud He pays back in full.

Be strong and take heart,
all you who hope in the LORD.

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.)
“You Are My Hiding Place” (FC  favorite  Michael Ledner)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

CHILDREN’S CHAT (8:30) Ruthann Kistler

FIRST READING ....Genesis 2:1517,25;3:17…Pew Bible p. 4
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ….Romans1:1617;3:2231……..p. 1746
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Return to the Lord” (LBW p 83)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Matthew 7:129…………………............….p.  1505
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“The Vision of Jesus  Part VI: Be Wise, Choose Life and Blessing”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)
(Please rise.)

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Solid Rock” (ELW # 596  favorite)

SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part I. The Ten Commandments:
L:  What is The First Commandment
C: “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:6)
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L:  What does this mean?
C: We must fear, love, and trust God more than anything

else.
L:  What is The Second Commandment
C: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”

(Exodus 20:7)
L:  What does this mean?
C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not use His

name to curse, swear, cast a spell, lie or deceive, but will
use it to call upon Him, pray to Him, praise Him and
thank Him in all times of trouble.

L:  What is The Third Commandment
C: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”

(Exodus 20:8)
L:  What does this mean?
C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not look

down on preaching or God’s Word, but consider it ho-
ly, listen to it willingly, and learn it.

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!

(Please sit.  Officers and Committee Chairs stand in place.)

MISSION MOMENT
Installation of Officers & Committee Chairs

P:  The following have been elected or appointed to serve as Conge-
gational Officers and Committee Chairs:  Patty Stein
(President), Mike Zyskowski (VicePresident), Bella Zyskowski
(Secretary), Lisa Wechsler (Treasurer, Finance), Jan Stryker
(Financial Secretary, Worship & Music), Karen Brown (Capital
Improvements & Memorials), Ruthann Kistler (Christian Educa-
tion/Outreach), Richard Schmidt (Communication & Technolo-
gy), Karen Steiner (PreSchool), Rich Stein (Property), Amanda
Wechsler (Publicity), Alyce Stein (Social Ministry), Lyn Stryker
(Stewardship).

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin
and death and made you members of His Church.  I ask you, do
you confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which you were
baptized, as expressed in the Apostle’s creed.  If so, answer:

R: I Do.
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St. Paul writes:  “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of working, but the same God works
all of them in all men.  Now to each one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:47)

Do you accept the office to which you have been called, and do
you promise to discharge your duties faithfully, in the fear of
God, and according to the principles and usages of the Church?

R: Yes, by the help of God.
Those being installed face the congregation.:
P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these leaders and

share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are
baptized? C: Yes, by the help of God.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who has called you to the
service of His Church, enlighten and strengthen you in your of-
fice, that you may prove good and faithful stewards, to the glory
of His holy name. C: AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  We pray to the Lord; C: Lord, have mercy.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING
P: God the Father, ╬ Son, and Holy Spirit watch over your going

out and your coming in, from this time forth and forevermore.
C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “Jesus, Still Lead On” (LBW # 341) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.



11

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:
Darlene Treisner:

In Memory of George H. Treisner Jr.
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FEBRUARY 26, 2023
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETER: 8:30Adam Barlow / 10:45Sharon Branigan
SOUND: 8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Jim Steiner
LIVESTREAM: 8:30Jan Stryker
SONG LEADER: 8:30Mike Zyskowski
LITURGIST: 8:30Pat Gilbert / 10:45Volunteer
CHILDREN’S CHAT: 8:30Ruthann Kistler
LECTOR: Jim Femister
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
ALTAR GUILD: Diane Hahn, Darlene Treisner
COUNTERS: Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
PHONE TREE: Jonathan Mosebach
HOSPITALITY:  Holy Cross Social Ministry
PRAYER CARE:  call Jan Stryker (610) 8689781

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


