
Celebrating 65 Years

HOLY COMMUNION
FEBRUARY 5, 2023

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduc-
tion, find the Scripture readings in your Bible or the pew Bible, and pray.
You may use this prayer: Merciful God, we come to Your table trusting
not in our own righteousness, but in Your abundant mercy.  Grant us
so to eat and drink the body and blood of Your dear Son, that we may
live in Him and He in us, now and forever. AMEN.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages.  The Children’s Library is available if a
child needs a break during the service.

INTRODUCTION
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings.  Isaiah
declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread
with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the down.  In another passage
from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls His fol-
lowers to let the light of their good works shine before others.  Through
baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.
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COMMEMORATION
The Martyrs of Japan, (d. 1597) In the sixteenth century, Jesuit mis-
sionaries, followed by Franciscans, introduced the Christian faith in Ja-
pan. But a promising beginning to those missionsperhaps as many as
300,000 Christians by the end of the sixteenth centurymet complications
from competition between the missionary groups, political difficulty be-
tween Spain and Portugal, and factions within the government of Japan.
Christianity was suppressed. By 1630, Christianity was driven under-
ground. Today we commemorate the first martyrs of Japan, twentysix
missionaries and converts, who were killed by crucifixion. Two hundred
and fifty years later, when Christian missionaries returned to Japan, they
found a community of Japanese Christians that had survived under-
ground. The Martyrs of Japan are a somber reminder of the cost of Chris-
tianity and discipleship. Their witness invites us to pray for the church’s
own witness to the gospel and encourages us to trust that the church is
sustained in times of persecution.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Please stand.)
← “Here in This Place” (ELW # 532  Marty Haugen)

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ╬ one God, Who spoke light into
creation, Who calls us to listen and follow, Who sends out to
shine like stars. C: AMEN.

P: Let us come before God, confessing our sin.

(Please kneel. Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Holy and merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against our sisters and

brothers and against You.  We cherish the values of this
world.  We cause others to stumble.  The earth is
wounded by our excess.  Have mercy, O God.  Forgive
us, renew us, and raise us up on eagles’ wings, that we
may do Your will with courage and delight. AMEN.

P:  Hear the voice from heaven:  “You are My own, My beloved.”
God gives power to the weary and strengthens the powerless.
Be cleansed, be healed, for in the name of ╬ Jesus Christ, I de-
clare to you the forgiveness of your sins and the revealing of
God’s reign. C: AMEN.
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GREETING (Please rise.)
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of

God, and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God” (WOV p 29)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: Lord God, with endless mercy You

receive the prayers of all who call upon You.  By Your
Spirit, show us the things we ought to do, and give us
the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING…Psalm 112 (congregation: indented)

Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,

who finds great delight in His commands.
His children will be mighty in the land;

the generation of the upright will be blessed.



6

Wealth and riches are in his house,

and his righteousness endures forever.
Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,

for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man.
Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely,

who conducts his affairs with justice.
Surely he will never be shaken;

a righteous man will be remembered forever.
He will have no fear of bad news;

his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
His heart is secure, he will have no fear;

in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.
He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor,

his righteousness endures forever;

his horn will be lifted high in honor.
The wicked man will see and be vexed,

he will gnash his teeth and waste away;

the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.)

“God, Whose Almighty Word”  verses 12 (LBW # 400)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

FIRST READING .... Isaiah 58:114…………………. Pg. 1152
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING …. 1 Corinthians 2:116……… Pg. 1773
P:   Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand.)

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”  verse 1 (LBW # 423)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th Chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL …. Matthew 5:1320………………………… Pg. 1501
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 2  ↑

(Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)

SERMON “The Vision of Jesus—Part II: Salt and Light”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Bring Forth the Kingdom” (RW # 228  Marty Haugen)

SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Appendix II  Return Thanks at Meals:
L:  After eating we should fold our hands and say reverently:
C: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and His stead-

fast love endures forever.  He provides food for the cat-
tle and for the young ravens that cry to Him.  His de-
light is not in the strength of the horse, nor is He im-
pressed with human strength; but the Lord takes pleas-
ure in those who fear Him and put their hope in His un-
failing love. (Psalm 106:1; 147:911)

L:  After this, pray the Lord’s Prayer and the following prayer:
C: We give thanks to You, Lord God our Father, for all

Your benefits, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who
lives and reigns forever.  Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  We pray; C: Hear us, God of light.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)
P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in

all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord.  Sharing our life, He lived among us to
reveal Your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to
His own brilliant light.  And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unend-
ing hymn: (WOV p 36)
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PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are You, O holy God:  You are the Life and Light of

all.  By Your powerful Word You created all things.  Through
the prophets You called Your people to be a light to the nations.
You sent the Living Word, Jesus, Your Son.  He is Your Light,
shining in our darkness and revealing to us Your mercy and
might.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do
this for the remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new cove-
nant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.

Remembering, therefore, His preaching and healing, His dying
and rising, and His promise to come again, we await that day
when all the universe will rejoice in Your holy and lifegiving
light.  By Your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed
with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, reveal-
ing the brilliance of Your Son.  Through Him all glory and hon-
or is Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy
Church, both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

COMMUNION (Please be seated)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake.  Please fill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate.  We have returned to kneeling for communion by “tables.”  Peo-
ple who want to minimize contact and maintain greater physical dis-
tance can take a prefilled glass and stand a foot back from the altar
rail.  For a glutenfree rice wafer (bluegreen) say “Rice.”  Grape juice
(white) is in prefilled glasses.  Those not ready to receive communion
may come for a blessing.



11

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p 39)

COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “Let Us Break Bread Together” (Maj # 377  favorite)
1.
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2. “All for Jesus” (Maj # 378)

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

CANTICLE (Please rise.  Communion visitors come forward.)
“Majesty” (Maj # 1  favorite) →
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SENDING OF COMMUNION (10:45)

L:  Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples and sent them into
the world, bless those who go forth to share Your word and sac-
rament with those who are sick or homebound.  May these gifts
be signs of our love and prayers, that through the sharing of the
body and blood of Christ, all may know Your grace and healing
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: AMEN.

BLESSING
P:  God the Father, lightcreator; God the Son, Light from Light;

and God the Holy Spirit, lightrevealer, bless you and ╬ give

you peace. C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “This Little Light of Mine” (ELW # 677) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross
to the glory of God
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FEBRUARY 5, 2023
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Branigan, Jan Stryker
PHONETREE:  Jonathan Mosebach
GREETERS:  8:30Paige Sciarra / 10:45Sharon Branigan
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM:  8:30Jan Stryker
SONG LEADER:  8:30Mike Zyskowski
LITURGIST:  8:30Patty Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Patt Gilbert / 10:45Lyn Stryker
USHER:  8:30Jan Stryker / 10:45Sharon Branigan
COMMUNION:  8:30Patty Stein / Faith Miller / Josh Miller

10:45Lyn Stryker
HOSPITALITY:  Holy Cross Social Ministry
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown / Jan Stryker
HOME COMMUNION:  Sharon Branigan / Pastor David
PRAYER CARE:  call Sharon Branigan  (610) 6918809

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


