
HOLY COMMUNION
FEBRUARY 19, 2023

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your
heart for worship: read the intro-
duction, peruse the bulletin, find
the scripture readings in the pew
Bible, and focus your thoughts on
the Lord.  You may pray: Merciful
God, we come to Your table
trusting not in our own right-
eousness, but in Your abundant
mercy.  Grant us so to eat and
drink the body and blood of
Your dear Son, that we may live
in Him and He in us, now and
forever.  Amen.

CHILDREN
We welcome children of all ages.
The Children’s Library is availa-
ble if a child needs a break during
the service.

INTRODUCTION
Today’s festival is a bridge be-
tween the AdventChristmas
Epiphany cycle that comes to a
close today and the LentEaster
cycle that begins in several days.  On the mount of transfiguration Jesus is
revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at His baptism.  This vi-
sion of glory sustains us as Jesus faces His impending death in Jerusalem.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Holy Cross to the glory of God

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Irene and Gary Graham:
In Honor of their Wedding Anniversary
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WELCOME AND MEDITATION

CALL TO WORSHIP ….2 Peter 1:1619
P:  Saint Peter writes:

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from
God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glo-
ry, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven
when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and
you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Maj # 491 refrain  favorite)

P: The Processional Gospel is from St. Matthew the 17th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL ...Matthew 17:19 …….. P. 1524
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GATHERING HYMN “Fairest Lord Jesus”  →
(Maj # 188  Text: Münster Gesängbuch; Tune: H.A. Hoffmann von Fallersleben)
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ╬ one God, Who spoke light into
creation, Who calls us to listen and follow, Who sends us out to
shine like stars. C: AMEN.

P: Let us come before God, confessing our sin.

(Please kneel. Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Holy and merciful God, C: we confess that we have
sinned against our sisters and brothers and against
You.  We cherish the values of this world.  We cause
others to stumble.  The earth is wounded by our excess.
Have mercy, O God.  Forgive us, renew us, and raise us
up on eagles’ wings, that we may do Your will with
courage and delight. AMEN.
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P:  Hear the voice from heaven:  “You are My own, My beloved.”
God gives power to the weary and strengthens the powerless.
Be cleansed, be healed, for in the name of ╬ Jesus Christ, I de-
clare to you the forgiveness of your sins and the revealing of
God’s reign. C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of

God, and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE
“Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair” (LBW # 80)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you.
L: Let us pray together: C:  Heavenly Father, as Jesus

glorified You in His sermon on the mount, so on the
mount of transfiguration You revealed His glory declar-
ing Him Your beloved Son.  Give us the vision to see be-
yond the turmoil of our world and behold the King in all
His glory; through the One Who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 131 (congregation: indented)

My heart is not proud, O LORD,

my eyes are not haughty;
I do not concern myself with great matters

or things too wonderful for me.
But I have stilled and quieted my soul;
like a weaned child with its mother,

like a weaned child is my soul within me.
O Israel, put your hope in the LORD

both now and forevermore.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

(Please sit.)

FIRST READING ....Isaiah 49:816…...……...…….....Pg. 1138
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING….1 Corinthians 4:17…………..Pg. 1775
P:   Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)

“In Thee Is Gladness”  verse 1 (LBW # 552)  →
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Matthew 6:121……................................….p.  1503
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 2 ↑

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“The Vision of Jesus—Part IV: Spiritual Disciplines”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Be Thou My Vision” (favorite) ……………………….Majesty # 395
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heav-

en and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father; through Him all things were made.  For us
and for our salvation He came down from heaven; was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made
man.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Fa-
ther and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who has spoken
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and ap-
ostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)

(Response: L:  We pray, C: Hear us, God of light.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the

Lord’s death until He comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)
P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord.  Sharing our life, He lived among us to
reveal Your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to
His own brilliant light.  And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unend-
ing hymn: (WOV p 36)

PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are You, O holy God:  You are the Life and Light of

all.  By Your powerful Word You created all things.  Through
the prophets You called Your people to be a light to the nations.
You sent the Living Word, Jesus, Your Son.  He is Your Light,
shining in our darkness and revealing to us Your mercy and
might.

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you.  Do
this for the remembrance of Me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new cove-
nant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.
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Remembering, therefore, His preaching and healing, His dying
and rising, and His promise to come again, we await that day
when all the universe will rejoice in Your holy and lifegiving
light.  By Your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed
with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, reveal-
ing the brilliance of Your Son.  Through Him all glory and hon-
or is Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy
Church, both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

COMMUNION (Please be seated)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake.  Please fill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate.  We have returned to kneeling for communion by “tables.”  Peo-
ple who want to minimize contact and maintain greater physical dis-
tance can take a prefilled glass and stand a foot back from the altar
rail.  For a glutenfree rice wafer (bluegreen) say “Rice.”  Grape juice
(white) is in prefilled glasses.  Those not ready to receive communion
may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p 39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “Holy, Holy” (Maj # 289  favorite  Jimmy Owens)

2. “A Hymn of Joy We Sing” (Maj # 376)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.)
L:   Let us pray together: God of abundance, with this bread of

life and cup of salvation You have united us with Christ,
making us one with all Your people.  Now send us forth in
the power of Your Spirit, that we may proclaim Your re-
deeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING
P:  God the Father, lightcreator; God the Son, Light from Light; and

God the Holy Spirit, lightrevealer, bless you and ╬ give you peace.
C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “Lord of Light” (LBW # 405)
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PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit, let us

share with one another some of the blessings of peace we have re-
ceived.  The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments. Snacks,
coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.  You can brew
your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.

FEBRUARY 19, 2023
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETERS: 8:30Skylre Hahn / 10:45Irene Graham
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30Jan Stryker SONG LEADER: Nancy Cook
LITURGIST:  8:30Mike Zyskowski / 10:45Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Don Frankenfield / 10:45Lyn Stryker
USHERS: 830Jan Stryker / 10:45Irene Graham
COMMUNION: 8:30Mike & Bella Zyskowski & Volunteer /10:45Lyn Stryker
ALTAR GUILD: Diane Hahn, Darlene Treisner
PHONETREE: Jonathan Mosebach COUNTERS: Karen Brown, Jan Stryker
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: Mike Zyskowski
PRAYER CARE: call Pat Gilbert 6108677759

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Jonathan Mosebach, Office Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
andSundays and SeasonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.


