
HOLY COMMUNION
DECEMBER 18, 2022

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduc-
tion, peruse the bulletin,
find the scripture readings
in the pew Bible, and focus
your thoughts on the Lord.
You may pray: O Jesus,
our King and our Great
High Priest, we await
Your coming.  Be pre-
sent with us as You
were present with Your
disciples and make
Yourself known to us in
the breaking of bread.
AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
Today Isaiah prophesies
that a young woman will
bear a son and name him
Emmanuel.  The gospel is
Matthew’s account of the
annunciation and birth of
the one named Emmanu-
el, Godwithus.  On this
final Sunday in Advent
we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the
power of sin and death.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.)
“People Look East” ……………………….... WOV (blue) # 626
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INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one

God, Who does great things in every generation, Who lifts up the
lowly, Who keeps His promises forever. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please kneel.)
P: As people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and seek

mercy from the God of justice and righteousness.

“Kyrie” (WOV p 28)

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

P:  God of steadfastness and love, C: We confess that we have
loved the works of darkness more than Your light.  We
have sought to satisfy our deepest longings through ma-
terial things of creation rather than through You, our
Creator.  We are quick to judge others, yet we fail to see
our own failings.  We ignore the cries of the poor and
grow weary of working for justice.  Restore us, O God;
let Your face shine on us, that we may be saved. AMEN.

P:  Listen to what God is saying, speaking peace to those who turn
their hearts to Him:  The night is far gone, the day is near.  All
who have a fearful heart, be strong, do not be afraid!  God comes
in ╬ Jesus Christ and forgives your sin.  The Spirit of Holiness
fill you with wisdom and might, that you may delight in God’s
ways. C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P:  From the One Who was, Who is, and Who is to come:  Grace and

peace be with you all. C: And also with you.
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(Advent Wreath family comes forward.)

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse 1  (SBH # 2 tune 2)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,

until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel.  Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Reader:  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  In
Your Son, Emmanuel, You have shown us Your light and saved
us from the power of sin.  Bless us as we light the fourth candle
of LOVE.  Increase our longing for Your
presence, that at the celebration of Your
Son’s birth His Spirit might dwell anew in
our midst, for He is our light and our sal-
vation.  Blessed be God forever.

(The lighting of the second candle.)

Let us pray together: Stir up Your power,
Lord Christ, and come.  Take away
the hindrance of our sins and make us ready for the cele-
bration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy
and serve You always; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. AMEN.

(Advent Wreath family returns to seats.)

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse 2  (SBH # 2 tune 2)

O come, O come, great Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel  Shall come to thee, O Israel.

(Please sit.)

RESPONSIVE READING… Psalm 80:17, 1719
(congregation reads indented)

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, You Who lead Joseph like a flock;
You Who sit enthroned between the cherubim,

shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
Awaken Your might; come and save us.

Restore us, O God;
make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
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O LORD God Almighty, how long will Your anger smolder
against the prayers of Your people?

You have fed them with the bread of tears;
You have made them drink tears by the bowlful.

You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors,
and our enemies mock us.

Restore us, O God Almighty;
make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

Let Your hand rest on the Man at your right hand,
the Son of Man You have raised up for Yourself.

Then we will not turn away from You;
revive us, and we will call on Your name.

Restore us, O LORD God Almighty;
make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

PRAISE SONG “Shine, Jesus, Shine”
(WOV # 651 chorus  favorite  Graham Kendrick)

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING ....Isaiah 7:8b17…………………...Pg. 1069
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING…Romans 1:17…….…….........Pg. 1746
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Emmanuel” (FC  Bob McGee  favorite) →
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,  the 1st Chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Matthew 1:1825………………..……..…..Pg. 1497
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Jesus, Name Above All Names”
(Maj # 183  favorite  Naida Hearn)

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“The Vision of Isaiah: A Child Named ‘God With Us’”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)

“Savior of the Nations, Come” (LBW # 28) →
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SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part VI. The Sacrament of the Altar:
L:  What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

under bread and wine for us Christians to eat and to
drink, established by Christ Himself.

L:  Where is that written?
C: The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark and Luke and St.

Paul write this: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night on
which He was betrayed, took bread, gave thanks, broke
it, gave it to His disciples and said: ‘Take!  Eat!  This is
My body, which is given for you.  Do this to remember
Me!’  In the same way He also took the cup after sup-
per, gave thanks, gave it to them, and said: ‘Take and
drink from it, all of you!  This cup is the New Testa-
ment in My blood, which is shed for you to forgive sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, to remember Me!’”
(1 Corinthians 11:2325; Matthew 26:2628; Mark 14:2224; Luke 22:19.)

L:  What good does this eating and drinking do?
C: These words tell us: “Given for you” and “Shed for you

to forgive sins.”  Namely, that the forgiveness of sins,
life and salvation are given to us through these words in
the sacrament.  Because, where sins are forgiven, there
is life and salvation as well.
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L:  How can physical eating and drinking do such great things?
C: Of course, eating and drinking do not do these things.

These words, written here, do them: “given for you”
and “shed for you to forgive sins.”  These words, along
with physical eating and drinking are the important
part of the sacrament.  Anyone who believes these
words has what they say and what they record, namely,
the forgiveness of sins.

L:  Who, then, receives such a sacrament in a worthy way?
C: Of course, fasting and other physical preparations are

excellent disciplines for the body.  But anyone who be-
lieves these words, “Given for you,” and “Shed for you
to forgive sins,” is really worthy and well prepared.
But whoever doubts or does not believe these words is
not worthy and is unprepared, because the words, “for
you” demand a heart that fully believes.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy; C: hear our prayer.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or go
out.  Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please rise.)
P:  The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the LORD.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in

all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everliving God.  You comforted Your people with
the promise of the Redeemer, through whom You will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness.  And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” (WOV p 36) →
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PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; You

bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.
We worship You for our lives and for the world You give us.  We
thank You for the new world to come and for the love that will
rule all in all.  We praise You for the grace shown to Israel, Your
chosen, the people of Your promise: the rescue from Egypt, the
gift of the promised land, the memory of the ancestors, the home-
coming from exile, and the prophets’ words that will not be in
vain.  In all this we bless You for Your onlybegotten Son, who
fulfilled and will fulfill all Your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of Me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in My
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
P:  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the in-

carnation of Your Son: His human birth and the covenant He
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made with us.  We remember the sacrifice of His life: His eating
with outcasts and sinners, and His acceptance of death.  But chief-
ly we remember His rising from the tomb, His ascension to the
seat of power, and His sending of the holy and lifegiving Spirit.
We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will
come again in beauty and power to share with us the great and
promised feast.

C: AMEN. Come, Lord Jesus.
P:  Send now, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share

in this bread and cup may be united in the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit, may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and
may receive our inheritance with all Your saints in light.

C: AMEN. Come, Holy Spirit.
P: Join our prayers with those of Your servants of every time and

every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our
great high priest until He comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C: AMEN.  AMEN.  AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temp-
tation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (Please sit.)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake.  Please fill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate.  We have returned to kneeling for communion by “tables.”  People
who want to minimize contact and maintain greater physical distance can
take a prefilled glass and stand a foot back from the altar rail.  For a glu-
tenfree rice wafer say “Rice.”  Grape juice is in prefilled glasses.  Those
not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (WOV p 39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1.  “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table”  (LBW # 213)

2. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  (SBH # 397 1st  favorite)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
BLESSING
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and
╬ give you peace. C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World”  …...……. Majesty # 135

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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DECEMBER 18, 2022
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETERS:  8:30Skylre Hahn / 10:45Irene Graham
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM:  8:30Jan Stryker
SONG LEADER:  8:30Bella McGill / 10:45Volunteer needed
ADVENT WREATH:  8:30Barlow Family / 10:45Branigan Family
LITURGIST:  8:30Faith Miller / 10:45Lyn Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Alyce Stein / 10:45Lyn Stryker
USHERS:  8:30Jan Stryker / 10:45Irene Graham
COMMUNION:  8:30Faith Miller / Josh Miller / Patty Stein

/ 10:45Lyn Stryker
ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Branigan, Irene Graham
PHONETREE:  Jonathan Mosebach
PRAYER CARE:  call Pat Gilbert 6108677759

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross to the glory of God

BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Gary & Irene Graham
in honor of Daughter Jocelyn’s birthday

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2007 by Augsburg Fortress.
Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia

Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725    †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

Preschool (610) 8679735   †    FAX (610) 8673755 000000
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †    Jonathan Mosebach, Secretary 0000
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer † Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


