
PRAISE SERVICE
DECEMBER 11, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduction,
peruse the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus
your thoughts on the Lord.  You may pray: God of grace, You have given
us minds to know You, hearts to love
You, and voices to sing Your praise.
Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may
celebrate Your glory in spirit and
truth, through Jesus our Savior.
AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
A note of joyful expectation marks to-
day’s worship.  Isaiah announces that
the desert shall rejoice and blossom.
Jesus points to signs of God’s reign:
the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear.  We wait with
patience for His coming, even as we
rejoice at His presence among us this
day:  in our worship and in our homes,
in silent reflection and in works of jus-
tice and love.  We pray that God would
open our eyes and ears to the wonders
of Christ’s advent among us.

COMMEMORATION
Lars Olsen Skrefsrud, missionary to India, died 1910 Lars Olsen
Skrefsrud was born in Norway in 1840.  When he was nineteen years old, he
and some friends robbed a bank.  In prison he began to read religious
books.  Visits with a pastor who came to the prison revived Skrefsrud’s ear-
lier desire to become a pastor.  In 1863 he began work among the Santals
of northern India.  His work among them included providing a written lan-
guage, translating the gospels and the Small Catechism, and writing hymns
in that language.  He also taught agriculture and carpentry methods to
raise the Santals’ standard of living.  The Christian community he founded
there continues to flourish.  Consider ways in which Skrefsrud’s life echoes
the prophetic work of Isaiah and John the Baptist, who prepared the way of
the Lord.  In what ways can a congregation’s proclamation of the gospel
and its work for justice point the way to the coming Christ?



2

PRELUDE “The Joy of the Lord” (cd1 track # 8  Rend Collective)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.)
“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (WOV # 633 Marty Haugen)

INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one

God, Who does great things in every generation, Who lifts up
the lowly, Who keeps His promises forever.

C: AMEN.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: As people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and

seek mercy from the God of justice and righteousness.

“Kyrie” (WOV p 28) (Please kneel.)

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  God of steadfastness and love,
C: We confess that we have loved the works of darkness

more than Your light.  We have sought to satisfy our
deepest longings through material things of creation ra-
ther than through You, our Creator.  We are quick to
judge others, yet we fail to see our own failings.  We ig-
nore the cries of the poor and grow weary of working for
justice.  Restore us, O God; let Your face shine on us,
that we may be saved. AMEN.
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P: Listen to what God is saying, speaking peace to those who turn
their hearts to Him:  The night is far gone, the day is near.  All
who have a fearful heart, be strong, do not be afraid!  God
comes in ╬ Jesus Christ and forgives your sin.  The Spirit of
Holiness fill you with wisdom and might, that you may delight
in God’s ways.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)

P:  From the One Who was, Who is, and Who is to come:  Grace
and peace be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

(Advent Wreath family comes forward.)

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
Sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse 1 (SBH #2 tune 2)

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here,

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Reader:  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom and
waters would break forth in the wilderness.  Bless us as we light
the third candle of JOY.  Strengthen our hearts as
we prepare for the coming of the Lord.  May He
give water to all who thirst, for He is our light and
our salvation.  Blessed be God forever.

(The lighting of the third candle)
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Let us pray together: Stir up the wills of all who look to
You, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in Your
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in
Your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse 4 (SBH # 2 tune 2)
O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

(Please sit.)

RESPONSIVE READING….Luke 1:4755
(congregation reads indented)

"My soul glorifies the Lord

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me

holy is His name.
His mercy extends to those who fear Him,

from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with His arm;

He has scattered those
who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones

but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things

but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped His servant Israel,

remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever,

even as He said to our fathers."
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PRAISE SONG “Open My Eyes”
(Maj # 403  favorite  Clara H. Scott)

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
CHILDREN’S CHAT Ruthann Kistler

FIRST READING ....Isaiah 35:110………..…….........Pg. 1111
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING….James 5:710……….…….…..Pg. 1885
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” verses 12 (ELW # 254)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Matthew 11:215………..…………..……..Pg. 1512
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verses 34 ↑

SERMON (Please sit.  See outline in Announcements insert.)
“The Vision of Isaiah: Abundance, Healing, Direction and Joy”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

PRAISE SONGS OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
1.  “Therefore the redeemed” (Guitar) →



8

2. “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy” (George W. Cooke  Guitar)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven

and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, Who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose
again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.
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(Please sit.)

MISSION MOMENT Installation of Congregation Council
P: The following have been elected by the congregation to serve

on church council.  Please stand in place as your names are
read:

P: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin
and death and made you members of His Church.  Through
Word and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith.  I ask you,
do you confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we are
baptized as was just expressed in the Apostles’ creed.  If so, an-
swer, “I Do.”

P: St. Paul writes: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit gives them.  There are different ways of serving, but the
same Lord is served.  There are different abilities, but the same
God gives to everyone ability for particular service.  The Spirit’s
presence is shown in some way in each person, for the good of
all. (1 Corinthians 12:47)

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust.  Hear
a summary of your duties from our constitution:

Council has general oversight of the life and activities of
this congregation, in particular its worship life, to the end
that the pure Word of God is preached and the Sacraments
are rightly administered;  You are to lead the congregation
in stating its mission, make longrange plans, set goals and
priorities, and evaluate its activities in light of its mission
and goals.

You are to seek to involve all members in worship, learn-
ing, witness, service, and support, that provision be made
for Christian instruction; that discipline be maintained, the
erring admonished, and the impenitent excluded from the
communion of the church; that the property of the Congre-
gation be cared for, its temporal affairs be properly admin-
istered, and that the provisions of the constitution, bylaws
and continuing resolutions are carried out.

Sharon Branigan
Karen Brown
Dawn Schaeffer
Richard Schmidt
Patty Stein

Sally Stein
Jan Stryker
Amanda Wechsler
Lisa Wechsler
Mike Zyskowski
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It will be your further duty to assist the Pastor in the care
of the sick and needy, in the cultivation of a climate of
peace and goodwill among members, in the promotion of
the general welfare of the Congregation, and in the fur-
therance of Christ’s Kingdom at home and abroad.
You should also be mindful that, while holiness of life and
conversation is required of all who name the Name of
Christ, it is especially incumbent upon those who have
been called to be officebearers in His Church to show
themselves in all things, by word and example, a pattern of
good works.

In the presence of Almighty God and of this Congregation, I
therefore ask you: Do you accept the office to which you have
been called, and do you promise to discharge your duties faith-
fully, in the fear of God, and according to the principles and us-
ages of the Church? R: Yes, by the help of God.

P:  I declare you installed as congregation council members and of-
ficers.  May Almighty God, Who has called you to the service of
His Church, enlighten and strengthen you in your office, that
you may prove good and faithful stewards, to the glory of His
holy name. C: AMEN.

P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these leaders and
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are
baptized? C: Yes, by the help of God.

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or go
out.  Thank You!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
(Response: L:  Lord, in Your mercy; C: hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
BLESSING
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ╬
give you peace. C: AMEN.

(Please rise.)

SENDING HYMN “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (SBH # 6)

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit, let

us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we have
received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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DECEMBER 11, 2022
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
GREETERS: 8:30Sarah Barlow / 10:45Darlene Treisner
SOUND SYSTEM: 8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVESTREAM: 8:30Mike Zyskowski
SONG LEADER: Pastor David
ADVENT WREATH: 8:30Miller Family / 10:45Treisner Family
LITURGIST: 8:30Patty Stein / 10:45Volunteer Needed
CHILDREN’S CHAT: 8:30Ruthann Kistler
LECTOR: 8:30Penny Miller/ 10:45Kathy Ballek
ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Branigan / Irene Graham
PHONETREE: Jonathan Mosebach
PRAYER CARE: call Ruthann Kistler  6102170397
COUNTERS: Karen Brown / Jan Stryker
HOSPITALITY: Holy Cross Social Ministry

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross to the glory of God

Cover Art by Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.

.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725    †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

Preschool (610) 8679735   †    FAX (610) 8673755 000000
www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †    Jonathan Mosebach, Secretary 0000
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer † Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


