
HOLY COMMUNION
OCTOBER 30, 2022

REFORMATION SUNDAY
CONFIRMATION

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduction,
peruse the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus
your thoughts on the Lord.  You may pray:
Almighty God, You provide the true
bread from heaven, Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Prepare us to receive
His body and blood, that abiding in Him,
and He in us, we may be filled with the
power of His endless life. Amen.

INTRODUCTION
In today’s gospel, Jesus invites himself to
the home of a known sinner.  This day God
invites us into grace, even though we do not
deserve it.  "Today salvation has come to this
house."  This day we give thanks for the
events of the 16th century Reformation that
brought renewal to the church of that time.
We celebrate the perennial source of reform
in the church: the gospel of Christ—the
good news—that makes us free!  We confess
that our souls are captive to the word of
God, and we pray that the Holy Spirit would
continue to unite the church today in its
proclamation and witness to the world.

PRAISE TIME (10:30 )

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please rise.)

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL ...John 8:3136  ……...….p. 1633
P:  The Processional Gospel for today is written in John 8:3136.

GATHERING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation”
(Maj # 331  favorite  Text: Samuel J. Stone; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley) →

“The truth will
set you free!”

— John 8:32b
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INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
C: AMEN.

THE ORDER OF PUBLIC CONFESSION (SBH p250)
P: Dearly Beloved:  The Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ has been insti-

tuted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who humbly con-
fess their sins, and who hunger and thirst after righteousness.  Forasmuch
as we intend to come to the Lord’s Table, it becomes us diligently to exam-
ine ourselves as St. Paul exhorted us.
We find, when we do this, that we are under the dominion of sin and death.
To save us from death, make us children of God and exalt us to everlasting
life, our Lord Jesus Christ had mercy on us, took our nature upon Him, and
Himself became obedient unto death.
In order that we should believe this with greater confidence and be
strengthened in cheerful obedience to His will, He has instituted the Sacra-
ment of the Altar in which He gives us His Body and His Blood to eat and
to drink.  Whoever eats this Bread and drinks this Cup, firmly believing the
words of Christ, lives in Christ and Christ in him, and has eternal life.
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death, that
He was delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification.
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For all that He has done we are bound to give Him most hearty thanks,
to take up our cross and follow Him, and as He gave commandment, to
love one another as He has loved us.  For as we are all partakers of this
one Bread and drink of this one Cup, so are we all one body in Him.

P:  Let us pray together: C: Almighty God, unto Whom all hearts
are open, all desires known, and from Whom no secrets
are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-
ration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. AMEN.

P:  I ask you in the presence of God, Who searches the heart:  Do you con-
fess that you are by nature a most unworthy sinner, and that you have
grievously offended against Him, in thought, word, and deed, and have
merited only His wrath and condemnation? C: I do so confess.

P: Do you trust entirely in the mercy of God in Jesus Christ?

C: I do so trust.
P:  Do you promise heartily to forgive others, as you believe that God for-

gives you, and to serve Him henceforth in newness of life, to the glory
of His holy Name? C: I do so promise.

P:  Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring His for-
giveness through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Silent Confession.)

P:  O God, C: our heavenly Father, I confess that I have griev-
ously sinned against You in many ways; not only by out-
ward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and de-
sires which I cannot fully understand, but which are all
known unto You.  I do earnestly repent, and am heartily
sorry for these my offenses, and I beseech You of Your
great goodness to have mercy upon me, and for the sake
of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ our  Lord, to forgive my
sins, and graciously to help my infirmities. AMEN.

P:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and for the
sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of His dear Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, forgives us all our sins.  As a Minister of the Church of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you who do truly
repent and believe in Him, the entire forgiveness of all your sins:  In the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: AMEN.

P:  On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the impenitent
and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their impenitence, God
has not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit their iniquities upon
them, if they do not turn from their evil ways, and come to true repent-
ance and faith in Christ, before the day of grace is ended.
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THE GREETING (Please rise.) (SBH p252)
P:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
KYRIE (SBH p18)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we

thank You that Your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age.  Pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful
people.  Keep them steadfast in Your word, protect and
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church Your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. AMEN.
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RESPONSIVE READING…Psalm 46 (congregation: indented)

God is our refuge and strength,
an everpresent help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
He lifts His voice, the earth melts.

The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Come and see the works of the LORD,
the desolations He has brought on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth;
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear,
He burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”

The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

GLORIA PATRI (Music: Henry W. Greatorex)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
(Please sit.)

FIRST READING ….Jeremiah 31:2737…...……....…..p. 1227
Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ….2 Timothy 2:115…..………...p. 1853
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Praise the Name of Jesus” (Maj # 6  favorite  Ray Hicks, Jr.)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Luke 19:110…………………….…….…….p. 1630
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON (Please sit.) “Jeremiah & Timothy  Part VIII”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please stand.)
“The Church of Christ, in Every Age” (ELW # 729)
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(Please sit.  Confirmand(s) come forward.)

PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMAND(S)
Christian Education Director:  I present Seth Miller (8:30) / Tyler

Szulborski (10:45), who has been instructed in the Christian faith
and desires to publicly affirm his Baptism:

P:  We rejoice in your desire to make public profession of your faith
and assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian com-
munity and its mission in the world.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
P:  Dearly beloved:  Through Baptism we are called out of darkness

and received into God’s marvelous Light.  To follow Christ
means dying to sin and rising to new life with Him.  In Holy Bap-
tism our Lord Jesus Christ has made you members of His body,
the Church.  In the community of God’s people, you have learned
from His Word, God’s loving purpose for you and all creation.
You have been nourished at His holy table and called to be wit-
ness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, I ask all who are
present to turn from sin and put your faith in Christ:

P:  Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
ALL:  I reject them.

P:  Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
ALL:  I renounce them.

P:  Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and from
each other? ALL:  I repent of them.

P:  Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior?
ALL:  In faith I turn to Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH (8:30 & 10:45)
L:  With the whole worldwide church, let us profess our faith.

Do you believe in God the Father? ALL:  I believe in
God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

L:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? ALL:  I  be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  He was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
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died, and was buried;  He descended into hell; on the
third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

L: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? ALL:  I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

(If no confirmands, skip to the Prayer of the Church, next page.)

PROMISE (Family members, teachers, mentors come forward.)
P:  You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to

continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear His Word and share in His supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ

through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

If this is your sincere intention, respond by saying...
Candidate: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

PRAYER & LAYING ON OF HANDS (Confirmand kneels.)
P:  Let us pray.  Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit You

have made Seth / Tyler Your own.  You forgave all his sins and
brought him to newness of life.  Continue to strengthen him with
the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in him Your gifts of grace:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the Spirit of joy in Your presence.

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Candidate: Amen.

CONFIRMATION (Laying on of hands by family, teachers, mentors.)
(Anointing with oil and laying on of hands.)

P:   Seth David Miller / Tyler David Szulborski, child of God, you
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.  Amen.
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Seth / Tyler the gift of
Your Holy Spirit; confirm his faith, guide his life, empower him
in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him to
everlasting life. Candidate: Amen.
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(Confirmand(s) rise and are introduced and presented with gifts.)

(The congregation stands as the confirmand(s) face the congregation.)
L: Let us give thanks to God and rejoice with Seth / Tyler in affirm-

ing his Baptism in our midst this morning.
C: As your sisters and brothers in the Body of Christ, we re-

joice with you and welcome you into the mission we
share:  Together let us praise God and bear God’s crea-
tive and redeeming Word to all the world.

(The confirmand(s) are welcomed with applause and returns to seats.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (8:30 & 10:45) (Please kneel.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but offerings are as needed as ever.  The
plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place your offer-
ing and Communication Card there as you come or go.  Thank You!

WE RECEIVE THE COVENANT MEAL

THE THANKSGIVING (Please rise.) (SBH p2931)
P:  The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit.
P:  Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up unto the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
C: It is meet and right so to do.
P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we should at all times,

and in all places, give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, Holy Father,
Almighty, Everlasting God:  therefore with Angels and Archan-
gels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify
Thy glorious Name; evermore praising Thee, and saying:

THE SANCTUS (sung) (SBH p32)
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION (SBH p34)
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which He was betrayed,

took bread; and, when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave
it to His disciples, saying, take, eat; this is My Body, which is
given for you; this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also, He took the cup, when He had
supped, and, when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, say-
ing, drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins;
this do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung to the Albert Hay Malotte tune)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (Please sit.)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
may partake.  Please fill out a communication card and put it in
the offering plate.  We have returned to kneeling for communion
by “tables.”  People who want to minimize contact and maintain
greater physical distance can take a prefilled glass and stand a
foot back from the altar rail.  For a glutenfree rice wafer (blue
green) say “Rice.”  Grape juice (white) is in prefilled glasses.
Those not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.
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THE PEACE (SBH p35)

THE AGNUS DEI (SBH p37)
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COMMUNION HYMNS (sung while others are receiving.)
1. “In Heavenly Love Abiding”

(SBH # 574  Text: Anna Laetitia Waring; Tune: Finnish Melody)
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2. “Living For Jesus” (Maj # 379)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (Please rise.) (SBH p39)

L:  Let us pray together: Pour forth upon us, O Lord, the
Spirit of Your love, that by Your mercy You may make
of one will those whom You have fed with one heavenly
food; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end. AMEN.

BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN (SBH p40)
P: The Lord bless you, and keep you.  The Lord make His face

shine upon you, and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you, and give you peace.  In the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

SENDING “A Mighty Fortress is our God” (Maj # 13  favorite) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE

FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS
Everyone is invited to remain for fellowship and refreshments.
Snacks, coffee and hot water are available in the Gathering Place.
You can brew your own coffee/tea using the Keurig® in the Parlor.
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OCTOBER 30, 2022
REFORMATION DAY

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD:  Alyce Stein /  Patty Stein
PHONETREE:  Volunteer Needed
GREETERS:  8:30Paige Sciarra / 10:45Sharon Branigan
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Jim Steiner
LIVE STREAM:  8:30Jan Stryker
CRUCIFER:  8:30Seth Miller / 10:45Tyler Szulborski
SONG LEADER:  Nancy Cook
LITURGIST:  8:30Patty Stein / 10:45Lynden Stryker
LECTOR:  8:30Lauri Barlow / 10:45Lynden Stryker
USHERS:  8:30Jan Stryker / 10:45Sharon Branigan
COMMUNION:  8:30Patty Stein / Faith Miller / Josh Miller

/10:45Lynden Stryker
PRAYER CARE:  call Jan Stryker (610) 8689781
COUNTERS:  Michele Sciarra / Jan Stryker / Karen Brown
GRASS:  Sam Glasmire / Don Frankenfield / Rich Stein (10/3111/5)

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross

Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress.  Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from Service Book and Hymnal Copyright 1958 by Augsburg.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725    †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   FAX (610) 8673755

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †    Jonathan Mosebach, Secretary 0000
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


