
MISSION SERVICE
MARCH 13, 2022

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
SHOEBOX SUNDAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship:  read the introduc-
tion, find the Scripture
readings in your Bible or
the pew Bible, and pray.
You may pray: Bless us,
O God, with a reverent
sense of Your presence,
that we may be at peace
and may worship You
with all our mind and
spirit; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
Though we sometimes
doubt and often resist
God’s desire to protect
and save us, our God per-
sists.  In holy baptism,
God’s people have been
called and gathered into a
Godinitiated relationship
that will endure.  Lent
provides another occasion
to seek and behold the
God of our salvation in
the face of the Blessed
One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

WELCOME AND MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.)
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (Maj # 42  favorite) →
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, ╬ Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, Who brings us out of captivity into freedom, out of the
wilderness into the promised land, out of death into life.

C: AMEN.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Merciful  God,

C: We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, and are not worthy to be called Your children.
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways.
Bring us back to You as those once dead who now
have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN.

P: The Lord is gracious, full of compassion, slow to anger, abound-
ing in steadfast love. Through the Spirit, God gives life, freedom
from the power of sin, and resurrection from the dead.  In the
name of ╬ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.  Live in newness of life.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)

P:  From our God Who loves us with an everlasting love, Who
brings forth a new creation in Christ, Who leads us by the Spirit
in the wilderness:  Grace and abundant mercy be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

KYRIE “Lord Have Mercy” (WOV p. 12)  (Congregation sings bold)→
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: God of the covenant, in the

mystery of the cross You promise everlasting life to the
world.  Gather all peoples into Your arms, and shelter
us with Your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we
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share in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 27 (congregation: indented)

The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall I be afraid?

When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh,
when my enemies and my foes attack me,
they will stumble and fall.

Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me,
even then will I be confident.

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to seek Him in His temple.

For in the day of trouble He will keep me safe in His dwelling;
He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacle
and set me high upon a rock.

Then my head will be exalted
above the enemies who surround me;

at His tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make music to the LORD.

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
be merciful to me and answer me.

My heart says of You, “Seek His face!”
Your face, LORD, I will seek.

Do not hide Your face from me,
do not turn Your servant away in anger;

You have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior.

Though my father and mother forsake me,
the LORD will receive me.

Teach me Your way, O LORD;
lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors.
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Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
for false witnesses rise up against me,
breathing out violence.

I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living.

Wait for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD

PRAISE SONG (Please sit.)
“Open My Eyes That I May See” (Maj # 403  Clara H. Scott)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

CHILDREN’S CHAT Ruthann Kistler

FIRST READING ....Genesis 15:112, 1718………..…...pg. 20
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING….Philippians 3:174:1………....pg. 1829
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  verse 1

(SBH # 208  Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Charles F. Gounod)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Luke 13:3135……………………………...pg. 1620
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION verse 3  ↑
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SERMON (Please sit.)
“Hope For Anxious Times:  Part II  God is Reliable”

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Praise and Thanks and Adoration” (LBW # 470)
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SMALL CATECHISM READING
P:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part I. The Ten Commandments:
P:  What is The First Commandment

C: “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:6)

P:  What does this mean?

C: We must fear, love, and trust God more than anything
else.

P:  What is The Second Commandment

C: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”
(Exodus 20:7)

P:  What does this mean?

C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not use His
name to curse, swear, cast a spell, lie or deceive, but will
use it to call upon Him, pray to Him, praise Him and
thank Him in all times of trouble.

P:  What is The Third Commandment

C: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”
(Exodus 20:8)

P:  What does this mean?

C: We must fear and love God, so that we will not look
down on preaching or God’s Word, but consider it ho-
ly, listen to it willingly, and learn it.

MISSION MOMENT (8:30) (Please sit.)

BFC Short Term Missions:  Nelson Randolph

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever.  The plate is located at the back of the center aisle.  Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or
go out.  Thank You!
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)

(Response: L: Merciful God, C: Hear our prayer.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING
P: Jesus took the form of a servant and was obedient to death,

even death on a cross.  May you follow His example and share
in the resurrection.  Almighty God, Father, ╬ Son, and the Ho-
ly Spirit, bless you always.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN (Please rise.)

“Blessed Assurance” (Maj # 416  favorite) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
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MARCH 13, 2022
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD:  Jan Stryker and Sharon Branigan
PHONETREE: Volunteer Needed
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30 Chris Chmela  10:45 Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM:  8:30  Jan Stryker
LITURGIST:  8:30  Jonathan Miller  10:45 Michele Sciara
LECTOR:  8:30  Patty Stein  10:45 Sharon Branigan
CHILDREN’S CHAT:  8:30 Ruthann Kistler
PRAYER CARE:  call Sharon Branigan  (610) 6918809
COUNTERS:  Michele Sciara/Jan Stryker/Karen Brown

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross Church

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sons Copyright 2013 by Augsburg Fortress.   Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725  †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †  FAX (610) 8673755

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.

Nancy Cook, Music Director †   Marianne Sands, Secretary
Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool

Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30  and 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


