HOLY COMMUNION
JANUARY 23, 2022
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare
your heart for worship:
read the introduction, peruse
the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and focus your thoughts
on the Lord. You may use
this prayer: Direct and

control us, O Lord, always and everywhere
with heavenly light; that
we may both discern
with clear vision and
share with worthy effect
the Mystery which You
have willed us to partake; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

INTRODUCTION
Through the working of the
Spirit, the glory of the Lord
is revealed in the reading of
scripture and the preaching
of the Word.. People stand
at attention. People weep.
People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another
reflection of the glory of God. Most gloriously, the promises of God are
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse
the glory of God..

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN

(Please rise.)
“How Great Thou Art” (Maj # 111  favorite) →
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INVOCATION

(╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, ╬ and Holy Spirit, one
God, Who creates us and forms us, Who redeems us and calls
us, Who unites us and sends us.

C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
(Please kneel. Silence is kept for reflection.)

C: we confess that we are captive
to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ. In Your mercy, cleanse
us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, the
thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be
filled with faith, hope, and love. AMEN.

P: Mighty and loving God,

P: Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to
proclaim release to the captives.” In the name of ╬ Jesus
Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are
released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gift of
the Holy Spirit is yours forever.

C: AMEN.
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GREETING

(Please rise.)

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of
God, and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God” (WOV p 29)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

C: Blessed Lord God, You
have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of Your people. Grant that we may
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them, that comforted by Your promises, we may
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal
life, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.

L: Let us pray together:
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(Please sit.)

RESPONSIVE READING…Psalm 19

(congregation: indented)

The heavens declare the glory of God;

the skies proclaim the work of His hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech;

night after night they display knowledge.
There is no speech or language

where their voice is not heard.
Their voice goes out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens He has pitched a tent for the sun,

which is like a bridegroom
coming forth from his pavilion,
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.

It rises at one end of the heavens
and makes its circuit to the other;

nothing is hidden from its heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.
The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.

The ordinances of the LORD are sure
and altogether righteous.
They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the comb.
By them is Your servant warned;

in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can discern his errors?

Forgive my hidden faults.
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Keep Your servant also from willful sins;
may they not rule over me.

Then will I be blameless,
Innocent of great transgression.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

be pleasing in Your sight,
O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

PRAISE SONG

“The Law of the Lord” (Psalm 19:711  guitar)

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul.
The testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple.
Refrain:

More to be desired are they than gold
Yea, than much fine gold:
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart.
The commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes.
Refrain
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever.
The judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether. Refrain
Moreover by them is Thy servant warned,
is Thy servant warned;
in keeping of them there is great reward

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING….Nehemiah 7:73b8:12 ..……..…... p. 761
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING….1 Corinthians 12:1231…...... p. 1785
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(Please rise.)
“Thy Word” verse 1 (RW # 165  favorite)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th Chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Luke 4:1421….......................................... p. 1596
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
SERMON

“Thy Word” verse 2 ↑

(Please sit.) “The Gift of the Holy Spirit, Part III”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH

HYMN OF THE DAY

(Please rise.)

“Thanks to God Whose Word Was Spoken” (CH # 409)
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father, through Him all things were made. For us
and our salvation He came down from heaven; He was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures, He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead: and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, with the Father
and the Son He is worshipped and glorified, He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Please kneel.)

(Response: L: God of light, C: show us Your glory and hear us.)

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever. The plate is located at the back of the center aisle. Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or go
out. Thank You!

WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

(Please rise.)

P: The LORD be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the LORD.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, He lived among us to
reveal Your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to
His own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: (WOV p 36)

PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are You, O holy God: You are the Life and Light of
all. By Your powerful Word You created all things. Through
the prophets You called Your people to be a light to the nations.
You sent the Living Word, Jesus, Your Son. He is Your Light,
shining in our darkness and revealing to us Your mercy and
might.
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of Me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.
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Remembering, therefore, His preaching and healing, His dying
and rising, and His promise to come again, we await that day
when all the universe will rejoice in Your holy and lifegiving
light. By Your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed
with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of Your Son. Through Him all glory and honor is Yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in Your holy
Church, both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever . AMEN.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(Please sit.)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior may
partake. Please fill out a communication card and put it in the offering
plate. As we gradually return to normal, people have the choice of receiving the elements “contactfree” (continuous flow on left side) or
kneeling in “tables” and being handed the elements (right side). For a
glutenfree rice wafer say “Rice.” Grape juice is in prefilled glasses.
Those not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD

(WOV p 39)
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COMMUNION HYMNS

(sung while others are receiving.)

1. “Break Now the Bread of Life”

(LBW # 235  favorite)

2. “One Bread, One Body” (ELW # 496  John Foley)
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

(Please rise.)

L: Let us pray together: We thank You, O God, that You

have fed us at Your banqueting table with bread and
wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us.
Send Your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use Your gifts to build one another up, and in
everything reflect Your glory revealed in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

BLESSING
P: Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. Let your light
so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. Almighty God, Father, ╬ Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN
“There is a Sunshine In My Soul” (Maj # 660) →

PASSING THE PEACE
L: As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
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JANUARY 23, 2022
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
SOUND SYSTEM: 8:30Chris Chmela / 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM: 8:30Jan Stryker
LITURGIST: 8:30Jonathan Miller / 10:45Jim Femister
LECTOR: 8:30Lauri Barlow / 10:45Jim Femister
COMMUNION: 8:30Jonathan Miller / Joseph Barlow / Sarah Barlow /
10:45Volunteer Needed
ALTAR GUILD: Darlene Treisner / Diane Hahn
PHONETREE: V olunteer Needed
COUNTERS: Karen Brown / Jan Stryker
PRAYER CARE: call Darlene Treisner (610) 4428494

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS
ARE SPONSORED BY:
HOLY CROSS
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017
Office (610) 8676231 † Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725 † Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735 † FAX (610) 8673755

www.holycrossbethlehem.com
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor † Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director † Marianne Sands, Secretary 00000
Jim Steiner, Sexton
† Karen Steiner, Preschool
Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer † Glade Schroeter, W ebmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM † Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)
Cover Art: Augsburg Fortress. Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted fromWith One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2012 by Augsburg Fortress.
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