PRAISE SERVICE
DECEMBER 12, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, peruse the bulletin, find the scripture readings in the pew Bible, and
focus your thoughts on the
Lord. You may pray: God
of grace, You have given us
minds to know You, hearts
to love You, and voices to
sing Your praise. Fill us
with Your Spirit, that we
may celebrate Your glory
in spirit and truth, through
Jesus our Savior. AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
The arrival is fast approaching; the light from the Advent wreath is growing. The
nearness of the Lord in prayer, in every circumstance, is
cause for rejoicing. The
coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with
His winnowing fork in His
hand, is good news—and
cause for exultation—for us
who are being saved. How
shall we prepare for God’s
coming among us? With joy!
With resolute action! With
prayer and thanksgiving! The Lord is near.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN
“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” (ELW # 255) →

INVOCATION

(╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son ╬, and of the Holy

Spirit.

C: AMEN.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: As people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and
seek mercy from the God of justice and righteousness.
“Kyrie” (WOV p 28) (Please kneel.)

Silence is kept for reflection.

C: We confess that we have sinned
against You and against one another. Our words and
deeds have not proclaimed Your reign of mercy, justice,
and truth. We have failed to watch and pray for the
signs of Your advent among us. Forgive us our sin. We
await You coming to save us. AMEN.

P: Almighty God,

P: In the advent of Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us
with light and healing. Through Jesus Christ, God looks with favor upon us and forgives us all our sins.

C: AMEN.
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GREETING

(Please rise.)

P: From the One Who was, Who is, and Who is to come: Grace
and peace be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

HYMN OF PRAISE
“Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates” (SBH # 8)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L: Let us pray together: C: Stir up the wills of Your faithful

people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching
of John, that, rejoicing in Your salvation, we may bring
forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

(Please sit.)

“O Come, Emmanuel” (SBH #2  Tune 2 verses1,3)
(Advent Wreath family comes forward.)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.
Reader: In the short days and long nights of Advent, we
realize how we are always waiting for deliverance,
always needing salvation by our God. Around this
wreath, we shall remember God’s promises. No
matter how dark the darkness may be, we know the
promise of this Third Candle of JOY and its coming
light is true. (The lighting of the third candle)
Let us pray together: Blessed are You, God of our salvation;

You promised to take away judgment, to cast out fear,
and to turn the shame of the outcast into praise. As we
light the third candle, kindle in us the fire of Your Holy
Spirit to make known Your deeds among the nations
and to sing for joy when You are in our midst; let Your
face shine on us that we may be saved. AMEN.
(Advent Wreath family returns to seats.)

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.

RESPONSIVE READING…. Isaiah 12

(congregation: indented)

In that day you will say:

“I will praise You, O LORD.
Although You were angry with me,

Your anger has turned away
and You have comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.

The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song;
He has become my salvation.”
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
In that day you will say:

“Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name;
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make known among the nations what He has done,

and proclaim that His name is exalted.
Sing to the LORD, for He has done glorious things;

let this be known to all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,

for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

PRAISE SONG

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” (LBW #25)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Ruthann Kistler
FIRST READING….Zephaniah 3:1420 ....Pew Bible p. 1466
C: Thanks be to God.

P: Word of God, Word of Life.

SECOND READING….Hebrews 12:1829…………...p. 1878
C: Thanks be to God.

P: Word of God, Word of Life.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(Please rise.)
“Open Your Ears Oh Faithful People ” verse 1 (WOV # 715)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd Chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.
GOSPEL ….Luke 3:720.………….….……......……….p. 1593
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
SERMON

“Open Your Ears...” verse 2 ↑

(Please sit.)

Hebrews Part 10: “Come Worship the King in the City of Joy”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH

HYMN OF THE DAY

(Please rise.)

“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken ” (SBH # 152  favorite)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, Who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.
(Please sit.)

MISSION MOMENT

Installation of Congregation Council

P: The following have been elected by the congregation to serve on
church council. Please stand in place as your names are read:

Sharon Branigan
Karen Brown
Joan Rosenthal
Dawn Schaeffer
Patty Stein

Sally Stein
Amanda Wechsler
Lisa Wechsler
Ken Yoxheimer
Mike Zyskowski

P: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and
death and made you members of His Church. Through Word and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith. I ask you, do you confess the
faith of the Church, the faith in which we are baptized as was just expressed in the Apostles’ creed. If so, answer, “I Do.”
P: St. Paul writes: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
gives them. There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is
served. There are different abilities, but the same God gives to everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit’s presence is shown in
some way in each person, for the good of all. (1 Corinthians 12:47)
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust. Hear a
summary of your duties from our constitution:
Council has general oversight of the life and activities of this
congregation, in particular its worship life, to the end that the
pure Word of God is preached and the Sacraments are rightly
administered; You are to lead the congregation in stating its
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mission, make longrange plans, set goals and priorities, and
evaluate its activities in light of its mission and goals. You are
to seek to involve all members in worship, learning, witness,
service, and support, that provision be made for Christian instruction; that discipline be maintained, the erring admonished,
and the impenitent excluded from the communion of the church;
that the property of the Congregation be cared for, its temporal
affairs be properly administered, and that the provisions of the
constitution, bylaws and continuing resolutions are carried out.
It will be your further duty to assist the Pastor in the care of the
sick and needy, in the cultivation of a climate of peace and
goodwill among members, in the promotion of the general welfare of the Congregation, and in the furtherance of Christ’s
Kingdom at home and abroad.
You should also be mindful that, while holiness of life and conversation is required of all who name the Name of Christ, it is
especially incumbent upon those who have been called to be
officebearers in His Church to show themselves in all things,
by word and example, a pattern of good works.
In the presence of Almighty God and of this Congregation, I therefore
ask you: Do you accept the office to which you have been called, and
do you promise to discharge your duties faithfully, in the fear of God,
and according to the principles and usages of the Church?

R: Yes, by the help of God.
P: I declare you installed as congregation council members and officers.
May Almighty God, Who has called you to the service of His Church,
enlighten and strengthen you in your office, that you may prove good
and faithful stewards, to the glory of His holy name. C: AMEN.
P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these leaders and share in
the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?

C: Yes, by the help of God.

OFFERING
We no longer pass the plate, but your offerings are needed more than
ever. The plate is located at the back of the center aisle. Please place
your offering and your Communication Card there as you come in or go
out. Thank You!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Please kneel.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

BLESSING
P:

The Lord of peace strengthen your hearts as you await the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all the saints. Almighty God,
Father, ╬ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: AMEN.

SENDING HYMN

(Please rise.)

“Hark the Glad Sound!” (SBH # 6  favorite)

PASSING THE PEACE
L: As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit, let
us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we have
received. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
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DECEMBER 12, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD: Jan Stryker/Sharon Branigan
PHONETREE: Marianne Sands
SOUND SYSTEM: 8:30Chris Chmela 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM: 8:30Volunteer
WREATH FAMILY 8:30 Hahn Family 10:45 Sands Family
LITURGIST: 8:30Jonathan Miller/10:45Lynden Stryker
LECTOR: 8:30Alyce Stein/10:45Lyn Stryker
CHILDRENS CHAT: Ruthann Kistler
PRAYER CARE: Call Ruthann Kistler (610) 217 0397
COUNTERS: Michele Sciarra/Jan Stryker/Karen Brown

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE SPONSORED BY:
BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, 18017
Office (610) 8676231 † Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Pastor (610) 8679725 † Holycrosspastor@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735 † FAX (610) 8673755 000000

www.holycrossbethlehem.com
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor
Nancy Cook, Music Director
Jim Steiner, Sexton
Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer

† Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
† Marianne Sands, Secretary 00000
† Karen Steiner, Preschool
† Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM † Sunday School  9:45 AM
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)

Cover Art by Augsburg Fortress. Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
and Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.
.
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