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HEALING SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, look up the Scrip-
ture readings and pray.  You may pray: God of grace, You have given us
minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing Your
praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may worship You in spirit
and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
The disciples ask Jesus how to deal with those who are doing good in His
name, but are not a part of their company.  The Lord’s response assures
them that the reign of God can be served in many and diverse ways.  Such
words invite the contemporary church to be attentive to those who serve
Christ in new or unexpected ministries.  Even as Jesus encourages us to
be seasoned with salt and to be at peace with one another, James urges us
to confess our sins and to pray for the healing of all who are sick.

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
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CALL TO WORSHIP ….Psalm 19:714
(congregation reads indented)

The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever.

The ordinances of the LORD are sure
and altogether righteous.

They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the comb.

By them is Your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can discern his errors?
Forgive my hidden faults.

Keep Your servant also from willful sins;
may they not rule over me.

Then will I be blameless,
innocent of great transgression.

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing in Your sight,
O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

GATHERING SONG (Please rise.)
“The Law of the Lord ” (Psalm 19:711  guitar) →

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul.
The testimony of the LORD is sure,

making wise the simple.

Refrain: More to be desired are they than gold
Yea, than much fine gold:

Sweeter also than honey
from the honeycomb.
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The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart.
The commandment of the LORD is pure,

enlightening the eyes. Refrain

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever.
The judgments of the LORD are true

and righteous altogether. Refrain

Moreover by them is Thy servant warned,
is Thy servant warned;

in keeping of them there is great reward.

INVOCATION (╬ = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, Son ╬ and Holy Spirit, one

God, Whose name is majestic in all the earth, Who rescues and
heals in every time of trouble, Who does all things well.

C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.)

P:  Steadfast and saving God, C: have mercy on us.  We
confess to You all the ways we turn from You and harm
one another.  In Your compassion, forgive our sins and
heal our hurts.  Bring forth from us a harvest of right-
eousness, the fruits of gentleness and peacemaking, the
sheaves of wisdom and justice; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

P: In the name of ╬ Jesus, the Son of God, receive mercy and find
grace in your time of need.  Your transgressions are forgiven;
God’s love is healing balm for your wounds.  Rejoice, for God
raises you up to new life in Christ.

C: AMEN.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P:  God of hosts most gracious, God the Son Who saves us, God the

Spirit placed upon us, be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE “We Praise You, O God” (LBW # 241)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: God of love, You know our

frailties and failings.  Give us Your grace to overcome
them; keep us from those things that harm us; and
guide us in the way of salvation; through Your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. AMEN.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

CHILDREN’S CHAT Ruthann Kistler

FIRST READING ....Numbers 11:49, 1017, 2429….....p. 224
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ….James 5:1320…...…………...p. 1885
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come”  verse 1 (ELW # 610)

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Mark 9:3850………………..……………....p. 1569
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “O Christ, the Healer”  verse 4 ↑

SERMON (Please sit.) “Ministry Multiplied”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” (Maj # 540  favorite)

SMALL CATECHISM READING
L:  Let us confess our faith by reading a portion of Luther’s Small

Catechism, Part IV. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:
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L:  How can water do such great things?
C: Water doesn’t make these things happen, of course.  It

is God’s Word, which is with and in the water.  Be-
cause, without God’s Word, the water is plain water
and not baptism.  But with God’s Word it is a Baptism,
a gracefilled water of life, a bath of new birth in the
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul said to Titus in the third chap-
ter:  "Through this bath of rebirth and renewal of the
Holy Spirit, which He poured out on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ, our Savior, that we, justified by
the same grace are made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying." (Titus 3:58)

L:  What is the meaning of such a water Baptism?
C: It means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by

daily sorrow and repentance, and die with all sins and
evil lusts, and, in turn, a new person daily come forth
and rise from death again. He will live forever before
God in righteousness and purity.

L:  Where is this written?
C: St. Paul says to the Romans in Chapter Six:

"We are buried with Christ through Baptism into
death, so that, in the same way Christ is risen from the
dead by the glory of the Father, thus also must we walk
in a new life." (Romans 6:4)

(Please kneel.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Litany for Healing
P:  Loving God, our source and our final home, we give You thanks

for the gifts of life on earth and of new life in Baptism.  In Your
great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
L:  Merciful God, by the wounds of Your Son we are healed.  Bring

health and hope to all Your people.  In Your great mercy,
C: Hear us, O God.
P:  Holy God, Your Spirit came over the waters of baptism and

brought us into the communion of saints.  Renew in us the
Grace of Baptism, by which we share in Christ’s death and res-
urrection.  In Your great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
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L:  Mighty God, Whose Son brought healing and wholeness to all,
bring Your healing presence now to all who are sick or in pain,
and to all who have lost hope.  In Your great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.

P:  Gentle God, Your Son called little children to Himself.  Help all
children who are sick or disabled.  Take them into Your loving
arms, and nourish them with Your Grace.  In Your great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
L:  Compassionate God, the strength of those who suffer, bring

hope and peace to all who are in mental, physical, or spiritual
distress.  In Your great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
P:  Almighty God, Source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom,

and compassion to all who provide medical care.  In Your great
mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
L:  Loving God, our Creator and Redeemer, give gentleness and

hope to family members, friends, and caregivers of those who
suffer.  In Your great mercy,

C: Hear us, O God.
P:  God of great and abundant mercy, with Your presence sustain all

who need Your healing touch… (names read) and those we
name before you now aloud or in our hearts…... Drive away
their suffering, give them firm hope, and strengthen their trust in
You;  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

(Additional prayers may be added.)

L: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.
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INVITATION (Please sit.)
The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life in God and with each other.
In the laying on of hands and anointing with oil, we proclaim the good
news that God desires us to be healthy and one in the Body of Christ.
As the Spirit leads, offer yourself at the altar rail (or let an usher know
that you need someone to come to your pew), whatever your sickness of
spirit, mind, or body, and receive prayer and anointing.  You are also
welcome to come forward on behalf of someone else.

HEALING HYMNS (Sung while others come forward for prayer.)
1.  “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” (ELW # 617)

2. “There Is Healing in His Name”  (if needed) →
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WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

PRAYER (Please stand after all have returned to their seats.)
L:  Let us pray together: Merciful God, we give thanks for

all Your gifts of strength and life, and above all we
thank You for the gift of Your Son, through whom we
have health and salvation. AMEN.
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BLESSING
P: Like children in the arms of Jesus, receive His blessing:  The

Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and
╬ give you peace.

C:

SENDING HYMN (Please rise.)
“We Are God’s People” (Maj # 338  favorite)
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PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD: Jan Stryker/Sharon Branigan
PHONETREE:  Marianne Sands
ORGANIST: Matt Wehr
GUITAR:  Pastor David
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Chris Chmela 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM:  8:30Mike Zyskowski
LITURGIST: 8:30Patty Stein/10:45Volunteer
LECTOR:  8:30Michele Sciarra/10:45Jan Stryker
CHILDRENS CHAT:  Ruthann Kistler
PRAYER CARE:  Call Darlene Treisner (610) 4428494
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown/Michele Sciarra/Paige Sciarra/Jan Stryker
GRASS CUTTERS:  Lyn Stryker/Bruce Landis/Missy Yalch (9/1318)

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Holy Cross

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and Sea-
sonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.  Small Catechism reading adapted fromLuther's Little

Instruction Book, Robert E. Smith, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director †    Lynden Stryker, Secretary 00000

Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool
Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


