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PRAISE SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
RALLY DAY/VBS REUNION

GRANDPARENTS DAY

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.”  (Psalm 122:1)

PRELUDE AND PREPARATION
Prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction, look up the Scrip-
ture readings and pray.  You may pray: Bless us, O God, with a reverent
sense of Your presence, that we may be at peace and may worship You
with all our mind and spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

INTRODUCTION
In today’s gospel Jesus heals a deaf and mute man using the word ephpha-
tha, which means "be opened."  This opened a whole new world for this man.
Are our ears open to hear God’s voice?  Are our tongues praising His
name?  The tongue can do so much good.  It can praise.  It can instruct in
the ways of wisdom.  But as James warns, it can also do great harm.  Let
us trust in the Lord, Who can keep our feet from stumbling as we walk in
the ways of the Lord.

PRELUDE “God Is Listening” (VBS CD #03)

WELCOME AND MEDITATION
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GATHERING HYMN (Please rise.) “A Memorial Prayer”
(Words by Carol J. Kreitz, written on 52702, the first Memorial Day
after 91101.  Copyright 2008.  Sung to FINLANDIA —Maj # 457)

Almighty God, Our Father, Great Provider
Of boundless blessings, be they great or small,
We humbly ask You for Your mercy, goodness,
Your Son, Who was Your greatest gift of all,
For prayers You hear, for comfort, love, forgiveness,
For this good Earth, Your care for one and all.

O Great Creator, Your works never cease to
Fill us with wondrous awe, humility.
Your vastness, might, allknowing,  inf’nite wisdom...
How is it possible  all things You see?
Let us be guided by Your Word , Example,
Your Master Plan with all its mystery.

Forgive us, Lord, when we take life for granted.
On this day, and forever, we ask Thee
To bless friends, fam’ly, and those who have given
Their utmost sacrifice that we may be
A people of one great united nation
Enjoying priv’leges because we’re free.

O Heav’nly Father, guide us and protect us
From inward strife and foreign tyranny.
There always will be those who seek destruction
Of our great freedoms and society.
With each new day grant us continued hope for
A world of peace and human harmony.

Almighty God, we fold hands, kneel before You.
We lift our hearts and voices unto Thee.
We seek security when we’re uncertain.
On You we cast our worries, thoughts, and needs.
Please hear us, Lord. Receive this prayer we offer.
Be with us now and through eternity.
Amen.
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INVOCATION ( = All may make the sign of the cross.)
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Who forgives all our sin,

Whose mercy endures forever. C: AMEN.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Sister and brothers, be completely humble and gentle; be pa-

tient, bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  For you
were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.   Have
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather ex-
pose them. (taken from Ephesians 4:23, 5:8&11)
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

(Please kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Holy and gracious God,
C: we confess that we have not led a life worthy of our call-

ing.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not
acted according to Your will.  We have grieved Your
Holy Spirit.  Have mercy on us.  Forgive us according to
the riches of Your grace.  Make us holy and blameless
before You in love, so that we might live to the praise of
Your glory.  Amen.

P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
you, and for His sake God forgives you all your sins.  You who
once were far off are brought near by the blood of Christ.

C: Amen.

GREETING (Please rise.)
P:  The blessing of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

grace freely bestowed in the Son, and the power of the promised
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME
With one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Let all the peoples praise him.”  (Romans 15:6,11)

HYMN OF PRAISE
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

(Maj # 46  favorite  Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Carl G. Gläser)



4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L:  Let us pray together: C: Gracious God, throughout the

ages You transform sickness into health and death into
life.  Open us to the power of Your presence, and make
us a people ready to proclaim Your promises to the
whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and
Lord. AMEN.

RESPONSIVE READING….Psalm 116:19
(congregation reads indented)

I love the LORD, for He heard my voice;
He heard my cry for mercy.

Because He turned His ear to me,
I will call on Him as long as I live.

The cords of death entangled me,
the anguish of the grave came upon me;

I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.
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Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, save me!”

The LORD is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.

The LORD protects the simplehearted;
when I was in great need, He saved me.

Be at rest once more, O my soul,
for the LORD has been good to you.

For You, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling,

that I may walk before the LORD
in the land of the living.

(Please sit.  VBS students come forward.)

PRAISE SONG “Priceless Treasure”
(VBS CD #01  Chris Sligh)

Chorus: I am a priceless treasure.
God knows me.
God hears me.
God is my comfort.
I am his and there’s nothing better.
Forgiven and chosen forever,
I am a treasure!

(Repeat Chorus)

Verse: I am a child of God.
I know that I am loved.
He hears me when I pray.
He always makes a way.
I am his, and he is mine.
I am the prize he came to find.

Chorus

Verse

Chorus 2x
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
For everything was written to teach us, so that by steadfastness and by the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Romans 15:4)

CHILDREN’S CHAT Ruthann Kistler

FIRST READING ....Isaiah 50:411……….…………....p. 1141
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ….James 1:58; 3:113.………....p. 1880
P:  Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise.)
“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” (ELW # 519) verse 1
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7th Chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL ….Mark 7:2437……………….………...…….p.  1562
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Open Your Ears...” verse 2

SERMON (Please sit.) “Be Opened”
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WE RESPOND IN FAITH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

(Romans 15:13)

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please rise.)
“O Son of God in Galilee” (LW # 400)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and

earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again.  He as-
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cended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.

(Please sit.)

MISSION MOMENT Certification of Education Ministries
All involved in Christian Education please stand in place.
Christian Education Director:

Our Lord, Who came among us as a Servant, calls us to faith and
a life of loving service to our neighbor.  You stand among us as
persons called to service in the educational ministries of the
Church.  Will you assume this ministry of the Church in the con-
fidence that it comes from God?

R: I will, and I ask God to help me.

CE: Will you teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the
Confessions of the Lutheran Church?

R: I will, and I ask God to help me.

CE: Will you trust in God’s care, pray lovingly for those you serve,
strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gospel of God
with a godly life through your study of the Holy Scriptures and
faithfulness in your use of the means of grace and prayer?

R: I will, and I ask God to help me.

P:  Almighty God, Who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you His grace and His Spirit to perform them.

C: Amen.

Church Council President or other officer:
On behalf of the Church Council of Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, I declare you certified to serve in the Church’s Minis-
try of Christian Education.  May our Heavenly Father bless
you and guide you and keep you faithful as you serve.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please kneel.)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not in-
to temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:5)

BLESSING
P:  May God the sower make you good and fertile soil.  May Christ

the seed bloom and grow in your words and actions.  May the
fruitful Spirit bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.  God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C:

SENDING HYMN (Please rise.)

“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

PASSING THE PEACE
L:  As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,

let us share with one another some of the blessings of peace we
have received.  The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

POSTLUDE “Wild About Us!” (VBS CD #08)
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SERVANTS OF THE LORD THIS WEEK
ALTAR GUILD:  Alyce & Patty Stein
PHONETREE:  Marianne Sands
SOUND SYSTEM:  8:30Lyn Stryker 10:45Ken Yoxheimer
LIVE STREAM:  9:00Jan Stryker
LITURGIST: 8:30Michele Sciarra/10:45Volunteer
LECTOR:  9:00Ruthann Kistler/10:45Lyn Stryker
CHILDRENS CHAT:  Ruthann Kistler
PRAYER CARE:  Call Ruthann Kistler (610) 2170397
COUNTERS:  Karen Brown/Michele Sciarra/Paige Sciarra/Jan Stryker
GRASS CUTTERS:  Tom Barlow/Larry W/Missy Yalch (9/1318)

ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS ARE SPONSORED BY:

Erma Gohn in Memory of  her late husband Andrew & Deceased
Daughters Charlene and Noreen

Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV.  Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Liturgy adapted from With One Voice Copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress,
andSundays and SeasonsCopyright 2009 by Augsburg Fortress.

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017

Office (610) 8676231   †   Holycrossoffice@rcn.com
Preschool (610) 8679735   †   Holycrosspastor@rcn.com

www.holycrossbethlehem.com

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. David L. Brown, Pastor †  Ruthann Kistler, Christian Ed. Dir.
Nancy Cook, Music Director †    Lynden Stryker, Secretary 00000

Jim Steiner, Sexton †     Karen Steiner, Preschool
Lisa Wechsler, Treasurer †   Glade Schroeter, Webmaster

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship  8:30 AM & 10:45 AM  †  Sunday School  9:45 AM

(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays & Major Feasts)


