A
FAMILY
CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020, 7PM
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE AND MEDITATION
During the prelude, prepare your heart for worship: read the introduction,
find the Scripture readings in your Bible or the pew Bible, and pray. You
may use this prayer:
God of grace, open our
hearts and fill us with
joy as we celebrate
Your glory and love
revealed to us in Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

INTRODUCTION
On a long winter evening
we gather to proclaim
the coming of the great
Light announced by Isaiah. Paul reminds us that
the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. In the familiar
account of Christ’s birth,
the evening sky is bright
with the heavenly host
singing, “Glory to God in the highest.” Amid our broken world we proclaim
that the Prince of Peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh
so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the world.

PRELUDE “Almost There”
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please rise.)

PROCESSIONAL CAROL
(Maj # 133 v. 12 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

THE CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION
P: Behold the Light, the Word made flesh,

C: A Savior, Christ the Lord.
P: Welcome the Light, the infant Jesus,

C: A Savior, Christ the Lord.
P: Embrace the Light with joy in your hearts,

C: A Savior, Christ the Lord.
P: The Dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light to those
who sit in darkness,

C: And to guide our feet into the way of peace.
P: Lord God, our Father, You appointed salvation to come by Your
Son, Jesus Christ, even before the foundation of the world.

C: We are in awe of Your love, O Jesus. You have given us
the great gift of Yourself.
P: You have shared with us every blessing that heaven has to give.

C: You have rescued us from the power of darkness and sin,
bringing us into Your light and righteousness.
(Please kneel.) Silence for reflection and selfexamination.

P: O Jesus, Emmanuel, God Who is with us,

C: Take away the dimness of our vision so we may clearly see
Your presence with us.
P: God, Who gives the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ,
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C: May we all behold Your glory and be changed into the
likeness of Your Son by the Holy Spirit. Amen.
P: The angels of God proclaim to us the birth of hope, joy, and peace
to God’s people on earth. For the sake of the Savior, Who is
Christ the Lord, Who lived, died, and rose for us, God forgives us
all our sins and delights to call us beloved children. C: AMEN.

GREETING

(Please rise.)

P: Good news of great joy, light and life, grace and peace be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

WE PRAISE GOD’S NAME

CAROL

“Angels We Have Heard on High” (Maj # 132 v.1&3)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(The Christ candle is lit.)

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Let us pray together: Almighty God, You made this holy

night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of His
glory; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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RESPONSIVE READING....Psalm 96

(congregation: indented)

Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, praise His name;

proclaim His salvation day after day.
Declare His glory among the nations,

His marvelous deeds among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;

He is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are idols,

but the LORD made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before Him;

strength and glory are in His sanctuary.
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;

bring an offering and come into His courts.
Worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness;

tremble before Him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved;

He will judge the peoples with equity.
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;

let the sea resound, and all that is in it;
let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them.

Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy;
they will sing before the LORD, for He comes,
He comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples in His truth.
(Please sit.)

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING….Luke 2:17……………………....p. 1590
CAROL

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

(Maj # 143  favorite 
4

SECOND READING….Luke 2:814…...……….…….p. 1591
CAROL

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” (Maj # 160)
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THIRD READING….Luke 2:1520…...……….…….p. 1591
SPECIAL MUSIC “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child”
CHILDREN’S CHAT Ruthann Kistler
FOURTH READING….Titus 2:1114….……..….….p. 1859
HOMILY “How Jesus Changed the World  Part 1”
WE RESPOND IN FAITH
(Please rise.)

CAROL OF THE DAY

“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”

(Maj # 123  Text: Emily E.S. Elliott; Tune: Timothy R. Matthews)
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER
P: Glory to God in the highest,

C: and peace to God’s people on earth.
P: Blessed are You, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth
and justice.

C: Send Your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
P: Blessed are You, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer
this day.
P: Blessed are You, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word
made flesh.

C: Reveal Yourself to us in word and sacrament that we
may bear Your light to all the world.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is My body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup; gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: this cup is the new covenant in My blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of Me.
With this bread and cup we remember Your Word dwelling
among us, full of grace and truth.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

(sung to the Albert Hay Malotte tune)

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(Please sit.)
All who are baptized and trust in Jesus as their Savior are welcome to
partake. Please fill out a communication card and put it in the manger
with your offering. If someone needs communion brought to them,
please let an usher know. Take a regular or rice (blue) wafer and a pre
filled glass of wine (red) or grape juice (white). Those not ready to receive communion may come for a blessing. You are welcome to kneel at
the altar rail after receiving. Return to your seat by the side aisle.

COMMUNION CAROLS

(sung while others are receiving.)
1. “What Child Is This” (Maj # 140)

2. “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (Maj # 134)
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2. “Away in a Manger” (Maj # 128)

RESPONSIVE READING….Isaiah 9:23b, 4b, 67

(Please rise.)

(Congregation reads indented)

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;

they rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest,
You have shattered the yoke that burdens them,

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
For to us a Child is born,

to us a Son is given,
and the government will be on His shoulders.

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
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CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY
During “Silent Night” the Pastor will light the candles of
worshipers at the end of each pew. Receive the light,
please, by tilting your unlit candle toward the lighted candle held upright. Pass your light on to the person next to
you as they tilt their candle towards yours.

CAROL

“Silent Night”

(Maj # 151  Text: Joseph Mohr, tr. John F. Young; Tune: Franz Gruber)

(First verse is repeated in German as all candles are lifted up.)
1 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schlaft, einsam wacht

Nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD

BLESSING
P: Arise, shine; for your Light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
L: The Word of God became flesh,

C: The Son of God became man.
P: The Lord of all became a servant of all,

C: The Light of the world entered our darkness.
L: The Righteous One was made sin,

C: The Eternal One tasted death for us.
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P: The Risen One now lives in us,

C: The Seated One is coming again!
L: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have filled us with the new
light of the Word Who became flesh and lived among us.

C: Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do. AMEN.
P: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows Me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the
determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child.
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now
and forever.
C: AMEN.
(Sanctuary lights come on. Please extinguish your candle.)
RECESSIONAL CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
(Maj # 137  Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn)

PASSING THE PEACE
P: As we leave to serve the Risen Lord in the power of His Spirit,
let us share with one another some of the blessings of Christmas
peace we have received. The peace of Christ be with you.

C: And also with you.
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DECEMBER 24, 2020
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVANTS OF THE LORD
ACOLYTES: Adam B/Seth M
CRUCIFER: Tyler Szulborski
PASTOR: Rev. David L. Brown
ORGANIST: Nancy Cook
LECTOR: Laurie Barlow
LIVE STREAM: Janet Stryker
SPECIAL MUSIC: Adam B/Robin F
SOUND/USHER: Ken Yoxheimer
PROJECTION: Karen Brown
ALTAR GUILD: Alyce & Patty Stein
CHILDREN’S CHAT: Ruthann K
COMMUNION: Marianne Sands/
Michele Sciarra/Lyn Stryker

CELEBRATE THE HOLY DAYS AT HOLY CROSS
CHRISTMAS DAY — Fri, December 25, 2020
9:00AM — Holy Communion

CHRISTMAS 1 — Sunday, December 27, 2020
9:00AM — Service of Lessons & Carols
10:30AM — In person Sunday School

CHRISTMAS 2 — Sunday, January 3, 2021
9:00AM — Holy Communion
10:30AM — In person Sunday School

EPIPHANY — Wednesday, January 6, 2021
12:00noon — Holy Communion

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
2700 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017 † (610) 8676231

www.holycrossbethlehem.com
Hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A-714282.
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible NIV. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Liturgy adapted from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2007 by Augsburg Fortress.
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